This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized 
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the 
information in books and make it universally accessible. 

Google books 

http://books.google.com 





6000889570 




Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 




LENTEN THOUGHTS 



DRAWN FROM THE GOSPEL FOR EACH 
DAY OF LENT. 



BY THE BISHOP OF NORTHAMPTON. 




LONDON: 

R. W ASHBOURNE, 18, PATERNOSTER ROW. 

1873. 



/S9 . 



)ig^ed by Got 



/»/■ 



Digitized by 



Google 




INTRODUCTION. 



I HAVE often heard a wish expressed that 
there existed some small book which might 
supply matter for meditation during Lent, 
and a further desire that such matter might 
be drawn from the portions of the Gospels 
which occur in the Mass during that sea- 
son. I have endeavoured, however inade- 
quately, to supply the want of such a book. 
I do not pretend to have written anything 
new or complete, and my endeavour has 
simply been to bring together such thoughts 
as naturally arise from the contemplation of 
the subjects, and which may be rather sug- 
gestive than exhaustive. 
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Introduction . 



The little book has been written chiefly 
for the use of those who require some aid 
to meditation, and who find it difficult, 
without some such help, to concentrate their 
thoughts upon a spiritual subject. It does 
not pretend to be a regular course of me- 
ditations, but, as will be seen, it is of a de- 
sultory nature, containing some repetition, 
and perhaps even what may appear redun- 
dant. Such as it is, and with whatever de- 
fects it may have, I give it to the public, 
with the hope and prayer that it may help 
some souls to love Jesus Christ more, and 
for His sake, to endeavour to sanctify them- 
selves. 



^Francis Kerril Aucherst. 
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MEDITATION 

TAKEN FROM THE GOSPEL FOR ASH- 
WEDNESDAY. — Matt vi. 1 6— 21. 

PICTURE to yourself our Blessed Lord 
sitting upon the Mount; His disciples near 
’ Him, listening eagerly to Him, and direct- 
? ing the attention of others to Him. See 
J also the multitude of people who had fol- 
lowed Him from various parts, earnestly 
drinking in His heavenly teaching ; and 
listen to His words in spirit, trying to feel 
as if you were there. “ When you fast, be 
l not. as the hypocrites, sad.” — Matt. vi. 1 6 . 

I. 

How sweet it is to hear our Dear Lord 
encouraging us to cheerfulness, even in the 
performance of a penitential act! We 

i 
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may be quite sure that He does not re- 
commend a worldly gaiety ; for let us look 
upon His dear face, and there we shall see 
no signs of it ; but in place of it a sweet 
heavenly serenity, captivating even to the 
senses, and how much more so to the pure 
heart that enters, or tries to enter, into His 
feelings. 

II. 

May we never be sad ? We may, but 
not on account of the performance of any 
act of Religion. True Christian sadness 
proceeds only from the contemplation of 
our sins, and is to be distinguished from 
that grief which arises from wounded affec- 
tions, or from sympathy with others. 
Jesus wept when Lazarus died ; but He 
was truly sad in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
when the sins of the whole world came like 
spectres before His sight, and were heaped 
upon His sacred and pure soul, and seemed 
as if they were His own. 

III. 

Sadness in Religion is opposed to the 
Spirit of God. “ Serve ye the Lord with 
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joy.” “ Come in before His presence with 
exceeding great joy.” 

It is equally opposed to the spirit of the 
Catholic Church, and is detestable when 
united with hypocrisy. The Saints were 
cheerful and serene. 

Do we accept the command to fast with- 
out sadness ? Do we not grumble and 
complain of its hardness ? Are we truly 
sad at the sight and thought of our sins? 
And do we not let all sorts of little miseries 
make us sad, even so much so as to pre- 
vent us from doing our duty properly ? If 
we find any fault in these respects in our- 
selves, let us now resolve to amend, and to 
spend this Lent as we would do if we 
were in the visible company of Our Lord. 
Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 

THURSDAY BEFORE FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT. — Matt. viii. 5 — 13. 

Follow in spirit our Blessed Lord in His 
descent from the Mount, and, enter among 
the crowd that surrounds Him. Keep in 
His company from place to place. Look 

1 — 2 
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4 Lenten Thoughts . 

at Him ; listen to Him ; and see His re- 
ception of the centurion who comes to beg 
for the restoration of his servant to health. 

I. 

No sooner does the centurion make his 
petition than Jesus answers, “ I will come and 
heal him,” v. 7. How sweet is this readi- 
ness of our Dear Lord ! And to show the 
greatness of His charity, He proposes to do 
more than is required, namely, to go to the 
centurion’s house, when a word, or mere 
act of His will might accomplish the cure. 
In fact, he anticipates the petition, for the 
centurion had simply stated the grievous 
affliction which had fallen upon his servant, 
when Jesus says, “ I will go.” Oh! Dear 
Jesus ! how kind, how loving Thou art ! 

II. 

The Centurion was very humble \ “Lord, ” 
he said, “I am not worthy that thou 
shouldst enter under my roof ; but only 
say the word, and my servant shall be 
healed,” v. 8.. He thought it too great an 
honour for a sinner that Jesus, so good, so 
holy, should cross his threshold. 
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hi. 



He had great charity , as we see by his 
eagerness to secure a great benefit for his 
servant ; for we find (Luke vii.) that he 
had already sent two messages to our 
Lord, who was approaching his house, 
before he himself made his request And 
he had great faith in the power and good- 
ness of Jesus, who said to him, “ Go, and 
as thou hast believed, so be it done to 
thee ” (Matt. viii. 13); and He had already 
said that He had “ not found so great faith 
in Israel, ,, v. 10. 

Faith ; Charity ; Humility. Have we 
such faith that we always habitually turn 
to Godwin all our distresses ? Do we not 
rather, as a custom, turn to worldly sources 
of consolation ? Let us amend this. 

Have we great eagerness in our charity 
to our neighbour ? In the centurion it 
almost amounted to impatience. When 
are we impatient ? When our neighbour 
requires aid, does every lost moment ap- 
pear to us of immense importance ? Are 
we not rather impatient that his trials 
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should trouble us ? And how impatient 
we are under our own trials ! 

Do we, like Jesus, act at once, when 
charity calls us ? Or again, are we in- 
clined, like Him, to do more than is abso- 
lutely asked of us? Dear Jesus, increase 
our charity. 

Do we reflect sufficiently on the immea- 
surable distance in worthiness that there is 
between us and God ? Or do we not 
rather accept all His gifts and graces as if 
they were our due ? We have enough to 
make us humble if we would but think of 
all our natural and spiritual defects. Let 
us pray for an increase of Faith, Charity,, 
and Humility. Jesus, aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

FRIDAY BEFORE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT. 

Matt . v. 43 — 48. ; vi. 1 — 4. 

Our Blessed Lord is preaching on the 
Mount, as described in the gospel of this 
day; represent Him then to yourself as 
preaching to you, and think that you are 
hearing His voice, while you contemplate 
His perfections as God and Man, and 
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while He tells you to be “ perfect as also 
your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt, 
v. 48.) 

I. 

We have been chosen by Almighty God 
to be members of His church, and there- 
fore to be His faithful followers, His friends, 
His children, and His heirs. It is His 
great mercy and love for us that have 
brought us to this position, the most noble 
that we can conceive on earth. We there- 
fore ought to endeavour to imitate the 
holiness and perfection of our heavenly 
Father. Jesus especially draws our atten- 
tion to one way in which we ought to strive 
to attain perfection, namely by loving our 
enemies, and in this to distinguish our- 
selves from the heathens. “ I say to you, 
Love your enemies ; do good to them that 
hate you ; and pray for them that perse- 
cute and calumniate you,” v. 44. 



II. 

Although He alludes particularly to one 
way of being perfect, nevertheless His 
words are of general application, and we 
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must seek after perfection in all virtues, 
otherwise we shall not be perfect as our 
heavenly Father is perfect. Perfection is 
both of command and of counsel , that is 
there is a perfection* which we are obliged 
to seek after, and a perfection which we 
are advised to endeavour to attain. We 
are all obliged to seek after perfection in 
Christianity, and in the state in which we 
are placed, and to love our enemies, and 
observe perfectly all the other commands 
of God. We are advised to aim at per- 
fection by the adoption of the evangelical 
counsels of voluntary poverty, perpetual 
chastity, and religious obedience. Happy 
those souls which receive a direct call from 
God to the religious state ! 

III. 

An excellent and most efficacious means 
of arriving at perfection is to examine care- 
fully and impartially into the state of our 
soul, and to discover the predominant pas- 
sion, the principal vice from which our 
other vices proceed, and to endeavour, with 
all our power, to root it out. Think what 
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is your chief vice, what is the one that 
leads you into so much mischief, and in- 
duces you to commit so many sins. Is it 
pride ? Vanity ? Laziness ? Falsehood ? 
Disobedience ? Love of pleasure ? Im- 
purity ? Neglect of duty ? Of the Sacra- 
ments ? Human respect ? Or is it any 
other vice ? Find it out, and resolve to 
avoid it. 

Do I love my enemies for God’s sake as 
I love my friends ? Is my love extended 
to all ? or only to those whom my natural 
inclinations lead me to love, or perhaps 
from whom I expect something ? * Do I 
try to do all my actions, to speak my 
words, and entertain my thoughts with a 
view to perfection ? 

Let me remember in my choice of a state 
of life that it is my dear Divine Saviour who 
advises me to observe the evangelical coun- 
sels. Can I have a better adviser ? Will 
the world advise me so well ? Will my 
own bad inclinations advise so well as He 
does ? 

Have I ever properly set to work in real 
earnest to discover the source of my evil 
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actions ; and to endeavour, day by day, to 
weaken my chief vice by falling into the 
sins v to which it leads me, less and less, 
often ? I will begin now from this mo- 
ment. Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

SATURDAY BEFORE* FIRST SUNDAY OF 
LENT. — Mark vi. 47 — 56. 

Picture to yourself the Apostles rowing 
in their boat across the Lake of Gene- 
sareth. The wind is against them ; the 
boat labours in the heavy sea, when Jesus 
walks forth from the shore upon the waters, 
and seems as if He would pass them by. 
They think it is a spectre, and cry out with 
fear, when His voice comes to them over 
the raging waves, bidding them have cou- 
rage, for it is He. 

I. 

The space of our life is like a sea which 
we must pass over in order to reach the 
happy shores of Heaven. We have many 
obstacles to contend against in our voyage, 
which may be summed up in the words, 
the World, the Devil, and the Flesh. The 
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opinions and prejudices of men ; their ridi- 
cule, their persecution, their unkindness, 
their very praises oppose us. Human re- 
spect singularly impedes us, we care so 
much about what men think and say. The 
Devil raises storms against our salvation 
by his evil suggestions and temptations, 
and the Flesh by the rebellion of our cor- 
rupt nature. If we truly wish and try to 
serve God we are sure to meet with these 
storms, we must expect them, and resolve 
to overcome them ; if we do not care about 
His service, all may seem to go on smoothly 
for a time, but in a moment we shall be 
lost for ever. 



II. ' 

In the storms and trials of life ; that is 
in our afflictions, in our temptations, in our 
sins even, Jesus comes towards us to save 
us, very often in such ways that, like the 
disciples, we do not recognise Him. Our 
hearts are blinded, and so we do not receive 
into them the inspirations of His grace. 
We do not see the use of mortification, of 
patience under trials, of bearing injuries 
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and insults calmly, of submitting to all the 
wise and useful discipline provided for us 
by the Church. This is our own fault, and 
we must correct it. 

III. 

What sweet encouragement is in those 
words, “ It is I, fear ye not.” But we must 
deserve that they should be addressed to 
us by making use of the means at our dis- 
posal for drawing Jesus to our side. Those 
means are prayer, and the worthy recep- 
tion of the Sacraments, combined with an 
exact observance of the commandments, 
and of the laws of the Church. 

Do I ever neglect a duty, or commit a 
wrong action out of fear of the blame, or 
ridicule, or impertinent conduct of my fel- 
low-creatures ? Am I ever ashamed of my 
religion, or of any religious practices, be- 
cause they are contrary to the notions of 
those that I may meet, or who are about 
me ? Do I ever do good actions in order 
to acquire praise ? Do I, in fact, put the 
praise or blame of men above the praise or 
blame of God ? 
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Do I ever mortify myself voluntarily? 
Do I receive involuntary mortifications in 
the spirit of penance ? And do I comply 
willingly with all that the Church enjoins 
for the proper discipline of my soul ? Am 
I fasting and abstaining during this Lent, 
in a true Catholic spirit ? At all events, I 
will do so now, and I will correct all the 
faults that have come to my mind during 
this meditation. Jesus, aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Matt . iv. I — II. 

Our Dear Lord has just come forth from 
the waters of Jordan, where He had been 
baptized by S. John the Baptist; the hea- 
vens had been opened to Him ; He had 
seen the Spirit of God descending as a 
dove, and coming upon Him, and had 
heard a voice from Heaven saying : This is 
My Beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased. Matt. iii. 16, 17. And at once 
He is led by the Spirit into the desert, to 
be tempted by the devil. See Him urged 
by the Spirit, and hastening to the desert, 

2 
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and follow Him with your heart in this 
momentous journey. 



I. 

It was not the evil spirit, which after- 
wards tempted Him, that led Jesus into 
the desert, but the Spirit of God, the Spirit 
of holiness and truth, with which He was 
filled. Not a moment was lost after His 
baptism, but He must begin at once His 
career as an example to men. He is driven 
on by the burning ardour which the Holy 
Ghost enkindled in His heart, and hastens 
to the awful humiliation of a personal inter- 
view with the devil. Consider Him alone 
upon the side of that distant and barren 
mountain to which He fled, and in His 
deep solitariness fasting for forty days and 
forty nights. See His attitude expressive 
of sublime resignation to His Father’s will. 
Hear His sighs and prayers for the men 
whom He had come to save. Try to enter 
into the unspeakable beauty of the thoughts 
that fill His Sacred Heart as He contem- 
plates the infinite glory of His Eternal 
Father. Praying, watching, and fasting, for 
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forty days and nights, He is alone in sublime 
solitude. 



II. 

But, suddenly, He is no more alone. 
There stands another, in visible presence 
before Him. All wickedness is confronted 
with all holiness, all hatred with the inef- 
fable love of God made man, the hideous 
monstrosity of sin with the calm beauty of 
the embodiment of heavenly virtue. Oh ! 
daring crime of Satan ! Oh ! wondrous 
humiliation of Jesus ! He does not fly, and 
so escape the torture of that odious pre- 
sence. He stays, and meets the tempter 
face to face. Contemplate the calm, ma- 
jestic dignity with which He answers Satan, 
striking and scathing him with the simple 
word of God, until the conquered tempter 
leaves Him. 



III. 

. But He is not now alone. See how from 
Heaven come streaming down bright lines 
of angels. See how they cluster about 
Him ; how in attitudes of adoration they 
minister to Him as their Creator and their 

2 — 2 
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Lord. Join with those angelic bands in 
sentiments of congratulation, love, and 
adoration. 

Oh ! How I love Thee, my Jesus, for the 
humiliation of this temptation undergone for 
my sake! How I admire Thee! Yet how 
often do I not forget the example Thou hast 
shown me ! Do I never listen, with only a 
half-will of resisting, to the tempter? Let me 
think only of yesterday. Had I any temp- 
tations ? What did I do when they came 
to me? I am ashamed when I think 
of my conduct, and contrast it with 
Thine. 

Again, so far from imitating my Lord, 
have I never rather followed the example 
of the devil, and dared to remain in the 
presence of God when my soul has been 
hideous to Him through mortal sin ? I 
cannot fly from His presence, but. I can 
cleanse my soul if I will, and make it pleas- 
ing in His sight, by a good confession. 
Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 
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MONDAY IN THE FIRST WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Matt . XXV. 31—46. 

Let us represent to ourselves the Son of 
Man as our Dear Lord loves to call Himself, 
coming in His Majesty, and all the angels 
with Him, and seating Himself upon His 
throne of judgment. Then let us see all 
the nations of the earth : men who have 
been dead for thousands of years, and those 
who have only just been consigned to the 
tomb, trooping in countless multitudes to- 
wards the judgment seat. 

I. 

We must not look upon this scene as if 
we were mere spectators at a distance. We 
shall most certainly be among those who 
shall awaken at the sound of the trumpet 
of the Archangel. Our bodies will once 
more be united to our souls ; those very 
bodies and souls which we now possess; and 
we shall arise from our graves, from the sea, 
from places where our bones may have been 
scattered, and shall be urged by an irresist- 
ible force to go before the face of the Judge. 
It will be in vain to try to hide ourselves, 

2—3 
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and so escape the terrible scrutiny and ex- 
posure of that day. We shall be no longer 
our own masters. The exercise of free- 
will will be at an end ; and whether we will 
or not, we must be judged. 

II. 

See how our Lord divides the good from 
the bad, even as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats on the hill-side. On 
which side am I ? On which side do I 
now deserve to be ? On the right with the 
good, or on the left with those who are 
hurled to everlasting torments, and the loss 
of God and all good ? Let me think seri- 
ously on the state of my soul as it is now, 
and consider with what face I could appear 
before the all-seeing scrutiny of the eyes of 
Jesus. I may die in a moment, as so many 
thousands have done who thought their 
chances of life as good as I now think 
mine. And if I die in mortal sin, I must 
be judged in mortal sin. 

III. 

Consider the law of love as the founda- 
tion of the judgment. How wondrous it 
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is to see God’s judgment and His love 
brought into such close contact, and seem 
to have been made one ! And love for the 
least of human kind ! “ Amen I say to 

you, as long as you did it to one of these 
My least brethren you did it to Me.” How 
sweetly He identifies himself with His 
creatures ! And in what alluring colours 
is not the judgment depicted to us, when, 
without this, its terrors would have been 
increased in an almost infinite degree. It 
is Love that judges upon that throne of 
majesty. 

I am confounded when I look into the 
state of my soul, and see how unfit I 'am 
to pass this great judgment of love. As I 
am, I dare not brave “the wrath of the 
Lamb.” O Jesus ! I will “sweep my soul ” 
as holy David says ; I will be charitable ; 
I will let Thy love be supreme in my heart ; 
and, for Thy sake, I will love my neighbour 
as myself. In all my transactions with men, 
I will consider that I am dealing with Thee. 
Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria r 
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TUESDAY IN THE FIRST WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Matt . xxi. 10 — 1 7 . 

See our Dear Lord passing through the 
inquiring crowds who hastened about Him 
in the streets of Jerusalem, all in com- 
motion asking one another, “ Who is this ?” 
Regardless of their clamour, and of their 
questions and answers concerning Him, He 
goes straight on to the Temple, and enter- 
ing it, finds men there who bought and sold, 
and thus desecrated the holy precincts. In 
His zeal for His Father’s glory, He cast 
them out, overturning their tables and 
benches, and bitterly reproaching them. 

I. 

The zeal which Jesus had for His 
Father’s honour and glory, was propor- 
tioned to the intimate knowledge which He 
had of what that honour demanded, and of 
how it was assailed by the unworthy con- 
duct of these men. Since that knowledge 
was perfect and most exact, we can form 
some distant idea of how great His indig- 
nation was, and how His Sacred Heart was 
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pained when He saw that men forgot the 
holiness of His Father's house, and turned 
that sacred temple into a common market- 
place. His indignation is a holy indignation, 
without one particle of fault in it. Con- 
template it, and consider how detestable to 
Him is any profanation of holy things. 

II. 

The Temple of Jerusalem was the type 
of the Christian soul, which by Baptism is 
made the temple of the Holy Ghost, and 
by the Holy Communion becomes the 
dwelling place of Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. If the anger of Jesus was so 
great when He saw the material Temple 
profaned, what must be the pain of His 
Sacred Heart when He beholds an immortal 
soul in mortal sin? — when He is forced, as 
it were, to enter into such a soul, a defiled 
temple, when he is unworthily received in 
the Communion? Such a soul is to Him a 
den of thieves ; nay worse, a den of devils. 
Into what fearful company the unworthy 
receiver forces the pure Lamb of God! 
How terrible is the wrath of that Lamb, 
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and the punishment which awaits such 
a soul! 



ill. 

The anger of Jesus did not take pos- 
session of Him so far as to make him forget 
His mission of love and mercy, for we find 
that, while still in the Temple, the blind 
and the lame came clustering about Him, 
and He cured them. Contemplate our 
Lord in these acts* of goodness, and imagine 
you hear Him speaking kind and en- 
couraging words to these poor people, and 
see Him restoring to them their lost facul- 
ties. The hard-hearted and profane He 
easts away; but the poor, the helpless, and 
afflicted, He gathers to His Sacred Heart 

Am I ever indignant? Yes, truly, very 
frequently. Is it because God is offended, 
and out of a pure zeal for His honour? 
No; it is because I am offended. It is 
when I am insulted ; when men undervalue 
me, when they prefer others to me; when 
they question or deny my claims to their 
consideration. Let me amend this. 

Have I such great claims to the esteem 
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of men when I have so often forfeited that 
of God by my sins? Perhaps even I have 
gone the length of profaning the Sacraments, 
of making a bad confession and Communion, 

I will examine my conscience upon these 
points, and I will apply a remedy if I find 
anything wrong. 

Again; I know that, as a Catholic, I have 
sometimes been indignant at words and 
acts which insulted the religion I profess. 
Has it been simply an indignation on ac- 
count of God? And has it ever made me 
forget the duty of charity? Has it ever so 
far upset my mind that I have been dis- 
tracted through it, and allowed myself to 
be led by it into any fault ? I will search 
into this, and correct myself. Jesus, aid 
me by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

EMBER WEDNESDAY. 

GOSPEL. — Matt . xii. 38—50. 

Imagine our Blessed Lord surrounded 
by Scribes and Pharisees who try to tease * 
and annoy Him by asking Him to perform 
a miracle for them. Admire His patience ; 
and at the same time the outspoken and 
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unflinching way in which He tells them 
that their generation is an evil one, and in 
which He proclaims His superiority to 
Jonas and to Solomon. 

I. 

Patience and truth were most conspicuous 
in the conduct of Jesus. And, after His 
example, they have been very observable 
in the lives of His Saints. 

Patience means suffering, or waiting with 
calmness and resignation; and what Jesus 
had to suffer in the scene here recorded, 
was the importunate impertinence of ma- 
licious and hypocritical men. How trying 
this must have been to one who saw into 
the depths of their hearts, and who knew 
the motives which urged thfem to make 
their request! 



II. 

Notwithstanding that He knew and 
measured their malice and hypocrisy, H: 
does not disdain to give them instruction, 
but speaks out the truth plainly to them, 
telling them that the men of Ninive and the 
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Queen of the South should rise up in 
judgment against them. 

III. 

The men of Ninive did penance on the 
preaching of Jonas, and the Queen of the 
South came from very distant lands to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon ; and, although 
they were Pagans, our Dear Lord speaks in 
praise of them for what they had done well. 
It was their correspondence with a super- 
natural inspiration that called forth His 
praises. . He is continually calling us to 
penance by the voice of His Church, and 
especially at this time of Lent ; and He 
would ever have us seek after the wisdom 
of Himself, who is greater than Solomon, 
the wisdom of seeking after His love and 
His law before all things on earth, and our 
eternal salvation in the next life. What is 
all worldly wisdom when compared with 
that which the Saints sought and found in 
the study of His Sacred Heart ? 

Am I patient habitually in all my deal- 
ings with God, and with my fellow, men ? 
If I desire to love God above all things, 

3 



Digitized by Google 




2 6 



Lenten Thoughts. 



am I not impatient when I find that I do 
not succeed at once ? And does not this 
impatience show itself by a sort of petulant 
despair, so that I am tempted to give up 
trying to be virtuous or perfect ? Have I 
ever yielded to this ? 

But if I am so imperfect as not even to 
have arrived at the sincere wish to serve 
God perfectly, how many things excite my 
impatience ! I cannot stand the slightest 
impertinence. I cannot bear that men 
should expect me to give any proofs of 
my truth, &c., &c. And the insolence of 
men, very often perhaps, even deters me 
from announcing to them the truth, and 
makes me silent when in duty I ought to 
speak. 

Let me take heed lest the very Pagans, 
and those who are not Catholics, who have 
done their duty as far as they know how, 
rise up in judgment against me who have 
had so many graces, so many opportunities 
and chances of doing good. O Jesus ! I 
will do penance in time, and I will accept 
this Lent as coming from Thee, through 
Thy Church, for the due correction of my 
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soul. Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

THURSDAY IN THE FIRST WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Matt. XV. 21 — 28 . 

Imagine in your mind Jesus walking 
with His disciples along the sea-coast of 
Phoenicia, near those ancient towns of Tyre 
and Sidon,and see theCananean woman who 
comes full of faith in His miraculous powers, 
to invoke His aid for the cure of her 
daughter. 

I. 

Jesus did not answer a word to her first 
supplication ; He seemed to turn a deaf 
ear to her entreaty. In my case, would 
not this be enough to repel me altogether ? 
Should I not feel that my pride was 
wounded, and that I was made of no con- 
sideration ? How often has it not happened 
to me that I have prayed for favours, and 
have been discouraged, or even disgusted 
at their not being granted at once ? I will 
look upon the dear face of Jesus, and study 
His Sacred Heart, and I shall find that, all' 
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the while, He is full of sweetness and mercy, 
that His heart is yearning for me, that if 
there be any fault, it is all my own, and 
that the only thing to disgust me should 
be my own pride and impatience. 



II. 

When the disciples asked Jesus to send 
her away because she was crying after 
them, His reply was that He was only sent 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
This answer, as excluding the Cananean 
from His mission, would seem to be a ter- 
rible rebuff, but it appears only to have in- 
duced her to approach nearer, to adore 
Him, and to beseech Him piteously, “O 
Lord, help me.” Admire the strength of 
Her desire that her petition should be com- 
plied with ; and also the hidden motive of 
our Dear Lord, who wished to make a trial 
of, and to manifest publicly, her perseve- 
rance and her faith. 



III. 

The second answer of Jesus would be 
still more repelling to a soul of less hu- 
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mility, for He said to her : “ It is not good 
to take the bread of the children and cast 
it to dogs.” How would it be with me in 
such a case ? But with her, humility and 
earnestness gained the day. She said, 
“ Yea, Lord ; for even the whelps eat of 
the crumbs that fall from the table of their 
masters.” And she deserved to hear that 
other answer, which crowned her happiness, 
and sent her away rejoicing : “ O woman, 
great is thy faith ; be it done unto thee as 
thou wishest.” 

The petition of this woman had all the 
conditions of supplicatory prayer. It was 
earnest ; for her whole conduct shows how 
her heart was absorbed in the wish for its 
accomplishment. It was devout; for she 
adored Jesus. It was humble ; for she did 
not hesitate under what we might consider 
to be rude repulses ; nor did she shrink 
from likening herself to the dumb creatures 
which are content to pick up the crumbs 
beneath the table. It was persevering ; fot 
she would not desist in spite of all. It was 
full of faith ; for she must have firmly be- 
lieved in His power, not only to have per- 

3—3 



Digitized by Google 




30 Lenten Thoughts . 

severed, but to deserve from Him those 
words, “ great is thy faith.” 

I will imitate this woman in my prayer. 
I will endeavour to give my prayers all the 
conditions which can make them good. 
Many times I have been tempted to think 
that God forgot me, that He would take no 
heed of me, because all did not turn out at 
once as I wished and prayed. But now I 
know that all His conduct to me has been 
for my greater and more lasting good. I 
will never doubt Thee, O my Jesus ! My 
heart shall rest in Thee ; and I will always 
be sure that whatever Thou dost to me,* or 
for me, is the best that could befall me. 
Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 



EMBER FRIDAY. 

GOSPEL. — JohflW. I — 15. 

Picture to your mind the pool of Beth- 
saida, a small pond just within one of the 
gates of Jerusalem, and see the multitude 
of sick persons lying in the porches which 
gave entrance to it. See our Blessed Lord 
passing by, and attracted by the sight of 
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one, severely afflicted, and make vivid to 
yourself the whole scene related in the 
gospel. 

I. 

The Venerable Bede says, that the blind 
represent those who have not the light of 
sacred knowledge ; the lame, those who 
have not moral strength to carry out what 
they see and know to be right ; the with- 
ered, those who have not the unction of 
divine love. 

Now let me consider if I have taken 
pains to acquire the knowledge of sacred 
things, of my religion, of its doctrines and 
practices. I certainly have had opportuni- 
ties enough ; have I taken advantage of 
those opportunities ? Or have I not rather 
felt weariness and disgust when I have 
heard the word of God preached ; and 
have I not preferred any light and amusing 
reading to giving up even a small portion 
of my time each day to studying the science 
of the saints, and how to be perfect ? 

II. 

Supposing that I have tried to illuminate 
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my mind with sacred knowledge, and par- 
ticularly with the knowledge of what God 
requires of me especially and individually, 
what use have I made of that knowledge 
when it has been made manifest to me, 
either by the inspirations of divine grace, 
or by the ordinary, practical way of gaining 
it, namely, by the advice and direction of 
my confessor ? Have I consulted my di- 
rector when I have been in uncertainty 
about God’s will in my regard ? And if he 
has told me what I ought to do, and so 
given me knowledge on the point, have I 
complied with his directions ? This con- 
sideration is of the highest importance in 
the choice of a state of life, which does not 
mean what profession or mode of living in 
the world we shall pursue, but what is our 
vocation. Does God call us to serve Him 
in the priesthood, or in religion ; or does 
He will that we should save our souls by 
marrying and settling in the world ? Have 
I ever allowed any earthly consideration to 
interfere with what I have learnt to be, or 
what I have solid grounds to believe to be 
my vocation ? If I have, I have taken an 
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awful responsibility on myself ; namely, 
that of choosing for myself in opposition to 
God's will. 



III. 

My whole soul, and all that I do, will be 
withered and dry if I have not the unction 
of divine love. I must endeavour to ob- 
tain it, then, by observing the command- 
ments in every particular ; by prayer, and 
a frequent approach to the Sacraments of 
Penance and the Holy Eucharist. Parti- 
cular devotions also will help me to pro- 
gress in divine love ; not only such as are 
expressive of love to God and His Saints, 
and which give us a sensible satisfaction, 
but also those which cost us a greater ex- 
ercise of charity, such as praying for the 
dead, and devoutly performing spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy. Let me examine 
myself on these points, and see if I have 
made the acquisition of divine love the 
great object of my life. 

O my dear Lord Jesus, how often hast 
Thou said to me interiorly, “ Wilt thou be 
made whole ?” And have I not neglected 
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Thy most gracious mercy? Have I not 
preferred to remain spiritually blind, and 
lame, and withered? I see my misery, 
and I will no longer refuse Thy aid. Help 
me, dear Jesus ; help me, that I may know 
Thy will in my regard, that I may accom- 
plish it perfectly, and that I may acquire 
the perfection of Divine Love. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 



EMBER SATURDAY. 

GOSPEL. — Matt. xvii. i — 9. 

Imagine, as far as you are able, the glo- 
rious vision which was shown to the eyes 
of the disciples Peter, James, and John. 
See our Dear Lord on the summit of 
Mount Thabor suddenly transfigured ; His 
face shining as the sun, and His garments 
becoming white as snow. Look upon the 
beautiful face of Jesus all lighted up by 
the brightness of His Divinity which 
glowed through the veil of His Humanity, 
and be content, w ith Peter, to remain there 
gazing upon His beauty. 
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I. 

M It is good for us to be here.” These 
are the words of St. Peter, who would have 
remained for ever in the presence of Jesus, 
contemplating His beauty in silent adora- 
tion. It is always good to be with Jesus. 
Others talk of being with Him, and of 
going to Him, but none can point out the 
way to Him, nor tell us how to remain 
with Him, but the Catholic Church. How 
can I ever love my Church too much which 
teaches me so much? I know what she 
teaches me in order that I may be with 
Him. Do I always make use of the means 
which she places within my reach ? Am I 
as fond as I ought to be of being with Him 
in the most Blessed Sacrament, by re- 
ceiving Him into my heart, or by visiting 
Him in the tabernacle ? 

II. 

In the Blessed Sacrament, when I visit 
it, I can contemplate Jesus in whatever 
aspect I may choose. I can look upon 
Him as the little child of Bethlehem, weep- 
ing and wailing, and speaking to His Blessed 
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and Immaculate Mother that language of 
babes which has no words, but which mo- 
thers can so well understand. I can look 
upon Him as transfigured with all the 
wondrous beauty of Thabor ; or as the out- 
cast in the garden of Gethsemane, and in 
all the unspeakable woe of His most bitter 
dying. It is good for me thus to visit and 
contemplate Him, for I cannot do so with- 
out feeling my heart warm to Him more 
and more, and without increasing my love 
for Him. And this, after all, is what I most 
wish for on earth. Why am I then so cold 
and so negligent with respect to the Blessed 
Sacrament ? 

ill. 

St. Peter was content to remain there, 
and was perfectly unselfish in his satisfac- 
tion. He said : “ Let us make here three 
tabernacles, one for Thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias.” He did not 
think of himself further than that he wished 
for the continuous sight of the bright vision 
then before him. He would have remained 
there, far from his home and his friends; 
without care for his food or his raiment ; 
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without shelter from the cold dews of that 
mountain top by night, and the terrible 
heat of the Syrian sun by day. He only 
thought of his Lord, and after Him, of 
those friends of His who accompanied Him 
during the transfiguration. What a con- 
trast my conduct presents to that of St. 
Peter ! How many trifling causes prevent 
me from going to Jesus, and being with 
Him in the Blessed Sacrament ! How 
many distractions I have when there ! 
Worldly cares, and all sorts of little incon- 
veniences come to disturb my thoughts, 
and to take them away from the contem- 
plation of my Lord. 

My Jesus, it shall no longer be so. I 
will look upon the possession of Thee and 
Thy grace as my greatest treasure, to which 
no earthly treasure can be for one moment 
compared. I will seek Thee in all things ; 
and especially will I seek Thee by a worthy 
and devout reception of Thee in the Blessed 
Eucharist, and by cultivating in my soul a 
more intense love of Thee in that Holy 
Sacrament. Jesus aid me by thy grace, 
Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Same as Yesterday. 

Imagine yourself on Thabor, and gazing 
with the Apostles on the glorious vision of 
Christ transfigured. What thoughts would 
fill your mind if you were there, and be- 
held Jesus in His Sacred Humanity before 
you? 

I. 

The sight of Jesus in such glory would 
raise in your soul thoughts of profound 
adoration. You would fall down before 
Him, overcome with the splendour of 
eternal light which shone around Him for 
the time. He is still, and for ever, the 
same Jesus; and He beholds you, although 
you do not see Him. His Sacred Hu- 
manity in Heaven is resplendent with an 
infinitely more glorious light than that 
which shone on Thabor. You know this by 
faith. Behold Him then with the eyes of 
faith, and let all the powers of your soul 
bow before Him in supreme adoration. 
Offer to Him the homage of your whole 
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being, and promise Him that you will 
never, with the help of His grace, do any- 
thing unworthy of His Divine Presence. 

11. 

During the Transjiguration a bright cloud 
overshadowed Him and the Apostles, and 
a voice was heard from the cloud, saying, 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ; hear ye Him.” And the 
Apostles were afraid. You would have 
been afraid also at this manifestation of 
God. And now that your mind is ab- 
sorbed in the contemplation of Him, are 
you not afraid when you think of your 
unworthiness? When you reflect that if it 
were not for His mercy, you would have 
died when you were in your first mortal 
sin; in your second; your third; your 
hundredth? Are you in mortal sin at this 
moment? Promise Him that you will 
make yourself fit for His presence by a 
good confession, and that you will do so at 
the first opportunity, without any putting 
off. Make an act of contrition now. You 
would do so if suddenly you were to see 
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Him before you, or if you were to hear, 
with your mortal ears, the awful voice of 
God. You know that God is present here 
and now as much as if you saw Him. 

III. 

Again; were you on Thabor and beheld 
the face of Jesus; how your heart would 
be inflamed with love of Him! with the 
desire of being with Him, and never being 
separated from Him for all eternity ! You 
would tell Him how much you loved Him, 
or at least how truly you desired and longed 
to love Him, that you might gain His love. 
Do so now; and excite your heart to a 
great, burning desire of the love of God. 
Think how little anything but what is God, 
or in God, and for God, is worthy of the 
love of an immortal soul. 

Do I give Thee, O Jesus! all the adora- 
tion and love of which I am capable? I 
know the answer which Thou must give 
me. I can adore Thee and love Thee 
more than I do now. I can reflect more 
upon Thy Divinity and Thy Humanity 
than I do. Oh! help me with Thy grace. 
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Increase my faith in Thy adorable presence, 
and let me never forget it. Prostrate in 
adoration and love at Thy dear feet, I 
hide my face and grieve from my heart 
that I have ever offended Thy awful but 
loving Majesty. Jesus, aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

MONDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — John viii. 21 — 29. 

Jesus was probably in the Temple when 
He delivered the sermon contained in the 
words of this day’s gospel; imagine Him 
then there surrounded by Scribes, Pharisees, 
and a number of other Jews. See with 
what calm dignity Jesus bears Himself in 
the midst of His captious and cunning 
enemies, and how, in spite of their hostility. 
He proclaims the Truth. 

I. 

Jesus does not fear opposition, nor even 
malice. He knows that what He has to 
say is true, and though the whole world 
were ranged against Him in enmity or 
ridicule, He would still proclaim the Truth. 
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Has a false fear of the world any influence 
over me ? Do I fear, or care for what men 
may say of me on account of my main- 
taining Catholic truth? Have I ever shrunk 
from an open profession of my faith, when 
God’s honour, and my neighbour’s good 
may have required it, on account of any 
fear of the world ? Have I ever felt ashamed 
of any Catholic doctrine or practice; or of 
taking decidedly the side of truth and of 
virtue in the face of the injuries or sneers 
of others? What a noble figure Jesus 
makes when He encounters hostility, com- 
promising nothing, yielding in nothing, but 
keeping the straightforward line of duty in 
spite of all. 



II. 

• Jesus not merely announced to the Jews 
the eternal truths, but He said many hard 
things of them when occasion required. 
He did not conceal, nor attempt to conceal 
their faults from them, but told them of 
their obstinate resistance to God’s grace, 
and to what this would lead them, viz., that 
they should die in their sins. It is the part 
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of a true friend to tell another, in all cha- 
rity, of his faults and errors, and to what 
they will lead if they are not corrected. 
Jesus is our true friend, and by His word, 
by His Church, and by the voice of our 
own consciences, He is always telling us of 
our transgressions. And if the Church 
sometimes tells us hard truths about our- 
selves, or demands from us some slight 
denial to our natural inclinations, shall we 
refuse to acknowledge the friendly charac- 
ter of all this ? When the Church speaks, 
let us hear Jesus speaking by her mouth, 
and let us listen to Him with all meekness 
and docility, so that we may not incur the 
punishment of the Jews. 

III. 

Let us reflect, that Jesus knew, all the 
while, that the men to whom He was 
speaking would seek His life for His plain, 
outspoken condemnation of their conduct. 
By His Divine knowledge, He knew not 
only every thought that was there and then 
passing through their mincfe, but He also 
foresaw all that would come of it ; how 
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they would hate Him, thirst for His blood, 
and hunt Him to death. Let us adore the 
patience and the inflexible holiness of our 
Lord, and let us try to warm up our hearts 
to a true and most sincere sympathy with 
Him. 

When I examine myself, have I not 
reason to be ashamed that my conduct so 
little resembles that of Jesus ? If there are 
any whom I love with a worldly love, am I 
not too ready to cover up their faults even 
from their own eyes ? And if, on the other 
hand, I have an ill-feeling towards any one, 
I am too ^pt to exaggerate their failings. 
Truth, without diminution or exaggeration, 
is what I ought to learn from Jesus. O 
my Dear Lord J let me never shrink from 
the truth, however disagreeable it may be 
to me, or to those to whom I speak. With 
Thy grace, I resolve that I never will. 
Hear my resolution, and bless it. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 
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TUESDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Matt . xxiii. I — 12. 

See our Dear Lord still surrounded by 
Scribes, Pharisees, and multitudes of per- 
sons besides His disciples ; look upon His 
face ; and hear His words as if they were 
addressed to you. 

I. 

How wonderfully painful and repulsive it 
must have been to Jesus to see the malice 
and hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
to know it all most perfectly, and to appre- 
ciate with a most full understanding all the 
wickedness which reigned in their hearts. 
He could not bear the presence of sin in 
any way, or in any shape, and yet out of 
His love for man, and a desire to spread 
His Father’s truth, He submitted to be 
constantly in the midst of sin and of sinners. 
Learn to love Jesus for this sign of His 
love for you individually ; and consider 
your own conduct with regard to Him. 
Have you, like Him, an intense hatred of 
sin ? And yet a great patience with sin- 
ners ? Do you willingly submit to be 
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placed in awkward or unpleasant situations 
for His sake ? Nothing can, by any possi- 
bility, be so repulsive to us as sin was to 
Him, who was all purity and holiness, and 
yet we are very fastidious about any cir- 
cumstances that are not quite agreeable 
to us, particularly when the performance 
of our duty brings us into contact with 
them. Is it generally sin that excites our 
disgust ? Let us amend our conduct. 



II. 

The disgust which filled the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus at the sight of the wicked- 
ness of the Pharisees, was very much 
heightened by their hypocrisy. He knew 
the utter hollowness of their pretensions to 
virtue, while He, in common with others, 
saw their sanctimonious ostentation of good 
works, and the arrogance with which they 
asserted their spiritual superiority. How 
infinitely repulsive this must have been to 
Him whose whole conduct was so noble 
and upright, and in whom there could be 
nothing mean or pretentious ! What dost 
Thou see in me, my Jesus ? Are my out- 
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ward acts always indications of what really 
exists in my heart ? Do I always speak 
simply that which I feel ? Art Thou never 
shocked by observing in me talk and show 
of great, noble, and virtuous feelings which 
really have no root in my soul ? Do I 
never try to appear to men to be better 
than what I know I must be to Thy all- 
seeing eye ? 



ill. 

The horror of Jesus was heightened not 
alone by the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, 
but also by their want of charity and con- 
sideration for others. They bound, as He 
said, “heavy and insupportable burdens, 
and lay them on men’s shoulders ; but 
with a finger of their own they will not 
• move them/* Pretension with regard to 
virtue is sure to be accompanied by un- 
charitableness. If we make great outward 
professions of virtue, we are certain to look 
down upon our neighbours, and to demand 
more from them than we are willing to do 
ourselves. Let us examine ourselves upon 
this head, and see if we are not often cen- 
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sorious about our neighbour’s conduct with 
regard to the very things in which we are 
signally deficient. We think our neighbour 
vain, conceited, haughty, negligent, given 
to unkind conversation, or what not; or 
perhaps accuse him in our own minds of 
greater crimes, while, if we looked at our- 
selves, what should we find ? Is there any- 
thing in us to warrant our being so exacting 
with respect to our neighbour ? 

Dear Lord Jesus, I will, with Thy grace, 
be patient with others ; I will try to know 
myself thoroughly. How many graces 
Thou hast given me ! How long Thou 
hast borne with me ! And shall I, sinner 
as I am, be supercilious to my neighbour, 
or think myself in any way better than he 
is ? I will hate hypocrisy in my own con- 
duct, because it is most detestable in itself, 
and most offensive to Thee. I will ex- 
amine as to my past, and do all in my 
power to amend. Jesus, aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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WEDNESDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF 

LENT. GOSPEL. — Matt . XX. 1 7 — 28. 

Picture to yourself Jesus on His way 
to Jerusalem, surrounded by a number 
of disciples, and other persons attracted 
towards Him by various motives. See 
Him take his twelve chosen Apostles aside, 
and hear Him communicate to them the 
solemn history of what was to befal Him. 
Listen to His words; take them into your 
heart, and ponder on them. 

I. 

Consider how Jesus delights to call Him- 
self The Son of Man in His humility. 
There was a singular appropriateness in 
His doing so on this occasion, because as 
simply the Son of God, begotten of the 
Father from all eternity, He was incapable 
of suffering. But to redeem us, and out of 
pure love to us, He chose to become man, 
and to be born of the Immaculate Virgin 
Mary, that so He might be able to suffer 
for us. No man, nay, not all the pure 
angels who ever adore before the throne 
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of God, could have thought of such a 
means for man’s redemption. It was only 
the eternal and infinite love of God that 
could have conceived the thought, that 
God should become man, for this very pur- 
pose, that He might be able to suffer. 
Oh! what love God has had for us from the 
very beginning! What love for us burned 
in the Sacred Heart of Jesus! 



II. 

He goes on to tell those wonder-stricken 
Apostles that He shall be betrayed. It was 
not enough for the love of Jesus towards 
us that His enemies should obtain pos- 
session of Him by any means. Treachery 
was to do the work. We have heard of 
princes being betrayed by those whom they 
had loaded with favours, of friends being 
betrayed by those whom they had trusted 
with entire confidence, and our hearts have 
burned with a most natural and honest 
indignation. We hate the name of traitor 
or betrayer. We would rather be called 
almost anything than traitor \ ' There is 
such an instinctive horror of treachery im- 
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planted in the human breast. What then 
must have been the sense of horror which 
Jesus, the Son of God, and the Son of 
man, had in His Sacred Heart of the das- 
tardly crime by which He was to be be- 
trayed ? He had all the hatred of God for 
sin, and all the detestation of man for this 
peculiar one of betrayal. And He knew 
and felt that treachery was hanging over 
Him like a dark cloud; and, worst of all! 
that this treachery was to come from a 
friend, from one of His chosen Apostles, 
from one whom He had loaded with favours, 
and taken into His most intimate con- 
fidence. Oh! fearful weight of woe and 
sadness that oppressed His dear Sacred 
Heart! 



III. 

Consider how Jesus calmly narrated to 
His Apostles the details of His coming 
sufferings; that He should be betrayed to 
the priests and the scribes, men whose very 
position should have ranged them on His 
side; that they should condemn Him, the 
Lord of life, to death; that they should 
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deliver Him to pagans to be mocked, and 
scourged, and crucified. Look upon His 
face, while He tells these things, and try to 
enter into the feelings of His Sacred Heart 
at the prospect of all that is to come upon 
Him. The fact of His being God intensifies 
it all to Him! for He sees it all most exactly 
and most perfectly. Moreover, His Divine 
will chose that He should suffer. He there- 
fore chose suffering with an intensity of 
which we can form no conception, and the 
prospect of His agony was in proportion 
to the actual severity of it when it really 
came upon Him. And yet He speaks of 
it all so calmly that when the mother of 
the sons of Zebedee comes to Him, He is 
ready to listen to her, and to enter into 
conversation with her. Admire the quiet 
dignity of Jesus, and urge your heart to 
love Him more and more. 

O Jesus! I resolve to love Thee more and 
more, and to make Thee a suitable return 
by never doing anything to offend Thee, 
and by doing all that I know Thou wouldst 
wish me to do. Do Thou aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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THURSDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Luke xvi. 19 — 31. 

Sit at the feet of our Dear Lord, and 
drink in His words as a draught of heavenly- 
wisdom. Do not think of the Pharisees, 
nor of any one but of Jesus and thyself. 



I. 

Jesus, in the parable of Lazarus and the 
rich man, wishes to impress upon us the 
vanity of all earthly good things ; that is, 
their emptiness, and uselessness for the 
acquirement of eternal happiness, unless 
they be employed as God wishes us to 
employ them. All the temporal goods 
which we possess are given to us by Al- 
mighty God in trust. We are the trustees 
and dispensers of them, and shall have to 
give an account to Him of the use we have 
made of them. The use to which He wills 
that we should put them, is to make them 
conduce to the everlasting salvation of our 
souls. This is the case with everything 
that we have. All that God gives us is 
good in itself; and if we come to harm 
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through it, it is all our own doing. Law- 
fully acquired riches are good in themselves, 
but they become mere vanities if we simply 
use them for our own gratification; things 
that will pass away when the breath leaves 
our bodies, and leave behind only remorse 
and suffering. 



II. 

We may make a good use of riches and 
other temporal things, and thus lay up 
treasures in Heaven, where no rust will 
consume them, and no thieves will break 
in and steal. The use which Jesus incul- 
cates in the Gospel of to-day is that by 
which we alleviate the sufferings and poverty 
of our needy brethren. Do we reflect suf- 
ficiently upon this duty of Christian charity? 
We may say that we have very little for 
ourselves, and, consequently, cannot spare 
anything for others; but would it not be 
better for us to deprive ourselves sometimes 
of some little extra pleasure, some little 
delicacy, some trifling piece of finery, in 
order that we may have something to be- 
stow in alms ? The alms of the poor, which 
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involve a real sacrifice, are very pleasing to 
God, and very dear to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. It will be a good exercise during 
Lent, to see what we can lay by for the 
poor, and to bestow it for the love of Him 
who so greatly loves the poor. 

III. 

Jesus Christ chose for Himself a life of 
poverty. He more nearly resembled Laza- 
rus than the rich man. Yet He could, as the 
Lord and Master of all things, to whom 
belonged the earth and the fulness thereof, 
have surrounded Himself with prosperity, 
affluence, and every luxury, if He had so 
willed. He who could command legions of 
angels, could have summoned all the riches 
of the world to His feet; yet He chose 
poverty, to teach us how we should be 
detached from the things of the world; and 
to manifest His love for the poor, who are 
emphatically called by the Church, the 
poor of Christ. Poverty is no disgrace 
under the Christian dispensation. It has 
been dignified by the life and the practice 
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of Jesus; and, in imitation of Him, by the 
practice of His saints. 

Let me consider what I have done with 
what God has given me. Supposing me to 
be rich ; have I remembered that my riches 
were only given to me in trust ? And have 
I, out of my abundance, been ready to 
assist those who need my aid, to the utmost 
of my ability ? Supposing that I have 
but moderate means, or that I am in actual 
poverty ; have I still had no way in which 
I could show that I am a true Catholic, by 
making some little sacrifice for the benefit, 
however apparently slight, of those still 
poorer than myself? I will seriously think 
of these things, and for Thy sake, O loving 
Jesus, I will amend my conduct, lest I 
share in the condemnation of the rich man. 
Rather let me be poor as Lazarus and enjoy 
Heaven, than be abounding in worldly afflu- 
ence and lost for ever. Jesus, aid me by 
Thy grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

FRIDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT. 
gospel. — Matt . xxi. 33 — 4 6. 

Imagine yourself standing with the crowd 



Digitized by Google 



Lenten Thoughts . 57 

around Jesus; look upon Him, and hear 
His words. 

I. 

The vineyard spoken of by Jesus to the 
Jews, signifies the Synagogue ; and Jesus 
tells them how the vineyard shall be taken 
from them, that is, how the Gentiles shall 
be brought together to be the possessors of 
the covenant, the Church, and how they 
shall be deprived of their inheritance on 
account of their ill-treatment of the pro- 
phets, and of their awful crime in putting 
to death the only Son of God, the master 
of the vineyard. In a spiritual sense, the 
words of Jesus may apply to the grace 
which God gives to each Christian soul, 
which is the vineyard intrusted to each 
one’s care. This grace has to be cultivated 
with extreme assiduity and watchfulness, 
and the Master of the vineyard will expect 
a return in proportion to the amount of 
grace given. How many graces have I not 
received from God ! I cannot count them. 
Have I put them to the best advantage, 
and cultivated them so as to make a suit- 
able and proportionate return to my Master? 
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II. 

On the contrary ; have I not terribly 
neglected the grace which He has given 
me ? Have I not, by my sins and my 
spiritual sloth, turned His gifts to nought, 
nay, even against the very giver of them, 
so as, if it were possible, to make Him a 
loser by His generosity ? Again ; I feel 
that I have shut the ears of my heart to 
the admonitions of my conscience, to the 
teaching of the Church by her pastors, to 
the counsels of my director, to the advice 
or commands of my parents or other supe- 
riors, and to the warnings of my truest 
friends. And thus I have ill-treated and 
driven away the messengers sent to me by 
my Master. Nay, I have spurned His only 
Son, and as far as lay in my power, I have 
put Him to death again, by making His 
death and His merits of no use to me. I 
have despised Him, and have preferred to 
take my own way to following Him who is 
“ the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” The 
vineyard of my soul has thus, by my fault, 
been laid desolate, the wild beast of sin has 
devoured it, and in place of the fruits of 
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virtue, I have nothing to show but the 
briars and thorns of vice. Is this really my 
case ; or can I conscientiously say that it 
is not ? 



III. 

If it be my case, what am I to expect if 
I do not instantly set to work in earnest to 
repair the past, and to make good the 
future ? I can only look for the judgment 
pronounced against those wicked husband- 
men in the Gospel. God’s grace will be 
withdrawn from me altogether, and given 
to others who will cultivate it well. Per- 
haps I feel that I am not so fervent as I 
once was ; that I do not relish spiritual 
things as I once did ; that my soul is be- 
coming lukewarm and negligent, and is not 
all this a sign of the withdrawal of God’s 
grace ? It is a terrible thing to find, as we 
are advancing in age, that we are not so 
good as we used to be. God grant that 
this may not be my. case. Let me care- 
fully examine whether it be so or not, 
and if I find that it is, I will seek for the 
cause, and root it out as a noxious weed 
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that impedes the growth of God's grace in 
my soul, and will bring me to destruction. 

O Jesus ! Thou knowest what I am, and 
what I am worth in Thy sight. I cannot 
conceal my real state from Thee, however 
much I may veil my baseness from others 
by hypocrisy, and from myself by a wilful 
blindness. I will really examine my con- 
science ; I will make a good confession, 
and with Thy helping grace, try to make 
my soul worthy of a visit from Thee. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

SATURDAY IN THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Luke xv. 1 1 — 32. 

Imagine Jesus Christ as a father whom 
you have offended, and whose home you 
have left ; and then think of yourself as an 
outcast, miserable, poor, and forlorn, with 
the thoughts of the old home just rising in 
your heart. 

I. 

Consider the miserable state of the pro- 
digal son ; far away from his own home, 
and that by his own fault. All his means 
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are squandered in debauchery and excess ; 
he has not a friend now that he is no longer 
rich ; he is very hungry, and is sent to feed 
swine, and would fain satisfy himself .with 
husks, but there is no one who will give 
him any. What a picture of desolation 
this presents to us ! He who had been so 
delicately nurtured has fallen into such 
utter woe ! See him starving, with death 
staring from his hollow eyes, and envying 
the very hogs. Sad as this picture is, it is 
but a most faint likeness of a soul that has 
quitted its Father's house through sin. It 
has wandered away from God, and has 
sought to satisfy itself with forbidden de- 
lights, but has found them empty and hol- 
low. Nothing can make up for the loss of 
the quiet and holy joys of its Father's 
house. All that was worth having is gone. 
It is weary, desolate, hungry, almost de- 
spairing. O my soul ! art thou in this 
state ? If thou art not, it is only by the 
mercy of God ; and let the thought of such 
desolation keep thee ever in thy Fathers 
home, that is, in God’s grace. 
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II. 

At last the thought of home came to the 
poor prodigal's heart. He thought of the 
old days of innocence and peace. Thought 
how, even now, the hired servants at home 
were abounding in bread, while he was 
starving. He makes no delay, but says at 
once that he will go home to his father and 
confess his fault. Far from urging aijy 
claim, he will tell his father that he is not 
worthy to be called his son. What a beau- 
tiful picture of a repenting soul! First 
there is regret for the good that is lost, 
and a sense of the present actual misery 
of sin; then the determination to return 
to God with love for Him, and confidence 
in Him ; a deep sense of unworthiness, 
and , a sincere sorrow for the past, com- 
bined with a resolution, such as we may 
be sure existed in the prodigal's heart, 
of never again offending. 

III. 

How ready the father was to forgive and 
receive his penitent child ! Doubtless, he 
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was watching eagerly for his return, for he 
sees him from afar, “ a long way off,” and 
running to him falls upon his neck, and 
kisses him. Not content with this, he 
clothes him with the best robe, puts a ring 
on his finger, and shoes upon his feet, and 
makes a great banquet to celebrate his re- 
turn. If such be the love and goodness of 
an earthly parent, what is the love of the 
great loving heart of Jesus to a repentant 
soul ! We cannot fathom or measure it, it 
is so immense and so intense. What an 
encouragement this ought to be to us to 
arise at once from our misery, and to return 
to Him ! He is watching for us, and will 
come to meet us. What does this mean ? 
It means that He has established a holy 
Sacrament to which His Church is ever 
calling us, the Sacrament of Penance, where 
He sits looking for us and expecting us. 
The wish and intention of reconciling our- 
selves with Him by its means will draw 
Him towards us by His grace, and will 
bring grace to us. Then with contrition, 
confession, and satisfaction joined with the 
holy absolution, we shall be embraced to 
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His heart, clothed with grace, and loaded 
with divine favours. 

Oh ! how can I ever deliberately and 
intentionally neglect to reconcile myself 
with God ? The state of my soul in sin 
is a condition of utter misery, which is 
only a prelude to the eternal woe, if I 
do not repent. I will do so, O my 
Jesus! I will go home. I will seek 
again the ways of innocence and peace; 
and with Thy grace, I will never, never 
more desert them and Thee. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Luke xi. 14 — 28. 

Imagine you see Jesus exercising all the 
majesty of His power over the evil spirit, 
and expelling him perhaps by a word, a 
touch, a gesture, a glance, or a mere effort 
of His will, but without any display or 
ostentation. 

I. 

St. Matthew tells us, xii. 22, that this 
possessed person was blind as well as dumb ; 
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and his condition well represents the state 
of a soul in mortal and obstinate sin. A 
soul in mortal sin is in the possession of 
the devil, for the grace of God is not there, 
the devil can see in it a counterpart of him- 
self, and if the person were to die in* that 
state, the soul would be the property of the 
devil, and would share his damnation for all 
eternity. It is also in the devil’s possession, 
because in wilfully falling into mortal sin, 
or deliberately remaining in that state, the 
soul makes itself a slave of the devil; it 
does the devil’s will instead of God’s will. 
For a free man to be made by force a slave 
to an earthly master, is considered rightly 
to be one of the greatest misfortunes that 
could possibly befal him. What then 
must it be to be a slave of the devil ! For 
a man willingly to enslave himself bodily 
to another, unless through some motive of 
divine charity, would be thought an incon- 
ceivable degradation. And if a man so 
gives up his freedom of spirit to another, 
that he will perform at his bidding the 
basest and most dishonourable actions, he 
is justly looked upon as one of the lowest 
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of mankind. And yet this is just what the 
soul does when it falls into, or remains in 
mortal sin. The only difference is that it 
surrenders itself to the devil instead of to 
a man. 



II. 

When thus in the devil's possession, it 
becomes blind, like the man in the gospel ; 
blind to the goodness of God and the 
beauty of virtue ; blind to the frightful 
state in which it is, as well as to the terrible 
consequences of being in that state. It is 
blind also as to the enormity of sin, and 
the horrible havoc which sin creates in it ; 
blind to its utter deformity ; blind to all 
its true interests ; blind to the attractions 
of God's grace. And there is danger of 
this blindness deepening and darkening, so 
that the soul may be utterly shut out from 
the influence of God’s grace, and go forth to 
eternity in final impenitence. Let me ex- 
amine my soul in time to cure it of spiritual 
blindness, if such exist in it. 

III. 

It is also dumb. It cannot pray ; prayer 
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has become distasteful and wearisome, and 
all the faithful, and confiding, and affection- 
ate expressions it once made use of towards 
Almighty God, have died away from its 
lips. And the longer it remains in mortal 
sin, the more will it forget prayer. It is 
dumb also for asking advice from those com- 
petent to afford it on spiritual matters. It 
takes its own way, without asking whether 
it be the right way or not, and indeed with- 
out caring. It is dumb with regard to con- 
fession, either not approaching the Sacra- 
ment of Penance, or worse still, making 
bad sacrilegeous confessions. It is dumb 
with respect to giving good advice to 
others, or speaking for the honour and 
glory of God and the salvation of souls. 
What a state for a man to reduce him- 
self to willingly ! It would seem, at first 
sight, to be as hopeless as the case of 
one corporally blind and dumb ; but as 
in the latter case there was a means of 
cure, so in the former we may find one if 
we listen in time to the voice of our con- 
science, and yield to the urging of God’s 
grace. 
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O my God ! Preserve me from ever fall- 
ing into mortal sin, or if I should unhap- 
pily fall, give me grace to rise again. But 
what am I saying ? perhaps I am now in 
that dreadful state. I will examine my 
heart and my conscience, Dear Jesus; I 
will lose no time, and I will seek to be 
delivered from my slavery, by hastening to 
make a good confession. Jesus, aid me by 
Thy grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

MONDAY IN THE THIRD WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Luke iv. 23 — 30. 

Imagine you see Jesus taken to the brow 
of the hill to be cast down headlong, and so 
killed ; but mysteriously passing through 
the crowd, He goes His way. 

I. 

Reflect, by way of contemplation, on the 
anger and hatred of the Pharisees against 
our Dear Lord, and unite your heart in 
sympathy with His Sacred Heart. The 
Pharisees were like fierce wolves around 
the Lamb of God, who, all meekness and 
gentleness, stood so calmly in the midst of 
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them. If you observe Him well, you will 
see no resentment in Him, no disturbance 
of spirit, no eager haste to escape their 
fury, no fear, no gestures indicative of im- 
patience, terror, or revenge. What a noble 
yet sweet object of contemplation is Jesus, 
so calm in the midst of the tempest of 
anger that is raging around Him. Not 
one angry word escapes Him, not a prayer 
to those men that they will not wreak their 
vengeance upon Him. Look into His Sa- 
cred Heart, and you will find it all on fire 
with the love of those very men. 



II. 

See what a contrast there is between 
Him and the Pharisees and others who fill 
the synagogue. They are all enraged, and 
filled with anger and hatred. Hear the 
confused sound of their voices filling the 
synagogue; some clamouring for His death, 
others mocking and deriding Him ; and not 
one word of kindness, sympathy, or com- 
fort addressed to Him. Truly, all His sor- 
rows and pains of heart and mind were 
not in His passion alone. This scene was, 
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in some measure, a foretaste of that most 
bitter suffering to come. See their frantic 
gestures, their menacing hands, their atti- 
tudes of threat or of derision. And all 
this continues till they actually seize upon 
Him, and thrust Him out of His own city 
of Nazareth with rudeness and with insult 
They take Him to the brow of the hill 
whereon their city was built, and in a 
tumultuous crowd hurry around Him with 
the murderous intention of casting Him 
headlong from the height. If you were in 
that synagogue, and amid that crowd, 
would you side with the Pharisees or with 
Jesus ? You say unhesitatingly, with J esus. 
Your heart is struck with horror at the idea 
of taking part with those ferocious beings, 
rather wild beasts than men ; and yet in 
your ordinary dealings with Jesus, how do 
you behave ? When it comes to actually 
taking sides ; your passions on one hand, 
and Jesus on the other; do you always r 
invariably join with Him ? Do you never, 
for fear or love of anything or anyone else, 
go against Him by committing sin ? 
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ill. 

Consider the simple, but most expressive 
words of the Evangelist, who says that, 
"He passing through the midst of them, 
went His way.” There are few passages 
of Holy Scripture more striking than this 
description of Jesus passing through the 
midst of that infuriated Jewish crowd. 
He is in the midst of them, and suddenly 
He is gone. Behold their stupefaction at 
seeing Him no more there. They cannot 
tell how He has gone, nor whither. They 
look at each other in utter astonishment. 
Hear their hesitating enquiries, and per- 
haps their expressions of baffled rage. 
His time was not yet come, and He knew 
how to elude them by the exercise of 
His divine power. The contemplation of, 
this scene should be to us a source of 
great encouragement, especially in these 
times, when the powers of the world are 
exercising their unholy strength against 
the Church of Christ. While so many 
voices are clamouring for its destruction, 
so many minds are set upon its ruin, let us 
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at least resolve to remain faithful, and 
thank God for His Providence over it. 

O Jesus ! I compassionate Thee in Thy 
sufferings, and I desire to unite my heart 
with Thine. Never will I take part with 
Thy enemies ; never will I listen to the 
suggestions of evil, or choose sin in prefe- 
rence to Thy law. Though the whole 
world besides should be against Thee and 
Thy Church, I wish to proclaim my loyalty, 
and to maintain it to my last breath. Give 
me grace and strength to do so. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

TUESDAY IN THE THIRD WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — Matt . xviii. 15 — 22. 

Imagine Jesus to be visibly before you 
and instructing you. How would you act 
in such a case? You would listen with 
all possible reverence, attention and devo- 
tion. He speaks to you by His written 
word, so listen to Him, and gather fruit to 
yourself. 

I. 

" If two of you shall consent upon ejirth 
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concerning anything whatsoever they shall 
ask, it shall be done to them by my Father 
who is in Heaven.” These words were ad- 
dressed by our Dear Lord to the Apostles, 
but in their person they were spoken to all 
the Faithful. How wonderfully consoling 
they are ! Take in their full meaning. “If 
two of you shall consent.” This shows to 
us how beautiful and efficacious in the 
sight of God, is the concord of Christians. 
He loves order and unity. Disorder and 
discord are diametrically opposed to the 
Religion of Christ, who loves to see an 
union of Catholic hearts, because we are 
all His Brethren ; we have the same faith, 
the same hopes, and the same object of 
love. We have similar trials and temp- 
tations, and we look forward to the same 
eternal enjoyment of Him. He would that 
we were one even as He and the Father are 
one. What charity then He wishes to see 
amongst us! And where it exists, how 
pleasing it must be in His sight, since He 
promises so great a reward to our concord. 
Let us examine ourselves upon our feelings 
towards others, and if we have any ill- will 
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or uncharitableness, let us be reconciled, and 
banish all rancour, that we may obtain the 
objects of our prayers. 

II. 

Consider the efficaciousness of true 
Christian concord, as shown to us by the 
unlimited comprehensiveness of Christ’s 
promise. He says, “ Whatsoever they shall 
ask, it shall be done to them.” Of course 
this means whatever good and lawful thing 
they shall ask ; for God will never grant 
prayers for things that are unlawful. Again, 
our prayer must necessarily have the con- 
ditions of good prayer, that is, we must 
pray with faith, with hope, with humility, 
with earnestness, and with perseverance. 
We must also pray with all deference to 
the will of God', and to His infinitely su- 
perior wisdom ; for our own will is liable 
to be wrong, and we may oftentimes be 
mistaken as to what is best for us under 
any given circumstances. This is particu- 
larly the case with regard to temporal 
goods, for with respect to spiritual ones in 
general, we can scarcely go astray in our 
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judgment, though we may be mistaken in 
asking for particular spiritual goods, since 
what we pray for may possibly be not the 
best for us under the circumstances. Let 
us then resolve not only to be in concord 
and charity with others when we pray, but 
also to ask for everything on condition that 
it is according to the will of God. 

III. 

The special necessity for this consider- 
ation will appear when we reflect how often 
it happens that God does not seem to hear 
our petitions, and that the immediate ob- 
ject of our prayers is not granted to us. It 
is not that God does not hear us, or that 
He refuses to grant our prayers, but that 
He sees that we do not ask for what is 
best for us. He hears our prayers most 
graciously, and has regard to our sincerity, 
and so gives us something that we may not 
have asked for or expected, something that 
may even seem repugnant to our wishes, 
but still what He sees and knows to be 
better for us, and more beneficial to us 

than what we have prayed for. How 
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beautiful is entire submission to the will 
of God; perfect conformity of our own 
will with His ! This makes us very like 
our Divine Model, and renders us very 
pleasing in the eyes of God. 

Oh, my God ! give me perfect charity. 
Give me grace to pluck out from my heart 
every ill feeling towards any of my breth- 
ren. Grant me also grace to conform my 
will with Thine, that I may deserve to ob- 
tain the immense reward which Thou hast 
promised, even on earth, to those who pray 
well. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

WEDNESDAY IN THE THIRD WEEK OF 
LENT. — GOSPEL. — Matt XV. I — 20. 

Picture to your mind our Blessed Lord 
near the Lake of Genesareth, and see the 
Scribes and Pharisees coming to Him from 
Jerusalem, to question Him about the 
practices of His disciples. 

I. 

Contrast the malice and falseness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees with the simplicity 
and truth of Jesus. Look into His face. 
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and into theirs ; see their captiousnes£, and 
eagerness to entrap Him ; and see how 
meekly He listens to them, and with how 
few simple, but telling words, He silences 
them. The Scribes claimed for themselves 
the criticism of new doctrines, and new 
teachers ; while the Pharisees made a pro- 
fession of extraordinary sanctity, and most 
exact observance of the Law. The former 
were arrogant impostors, and the latter 
were hypocritical and exacting. They 
sent spies to listen to the teaching of Jesus, 
and to watch the practice of His disciples. 
Then they followed, and in their envy of 
our Dear Lord, put questions to Him, and 
took exception to His doctrine. Listen to 
the talk of these busy men, who pretended 
to know so much, and to be so very holy, 
and by contrasting them with Him, learn 
to love and admire Him more and more. 



II. 



How painful it must have been to Jesus 
to be so frequently beset by these men ! 
He saw into their very hearts and con- 
sciences, as He sees into mine at this mo- 
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ment. He knew precisely what they were 
worth, what they knew, and the exact 
value of their pretended holiness^ He saw 
all the hollowness of their pretensions, 
their real wickedness, their uncharitable- 
ness, their ambition ; and moreover He 
knew how all their malice and envy were 
brought to bear upon Himself ; how He 
was the chief object of their hatred, and 
how they were seeking for a pretext to 
ruin Him. It is a part of His mission of 
suffering that He is to be troubled and 
tormented by them ; and so, He does not 
shrink from meeting them. He suffers the 
torture of their presence and of their im- 
pertinence, sparing Himself no mental pain 
for the sake of us poor creatures. How 
painful and annoying it would be to me to 
have about me men whom I knew I could 
not trust, men whose falseness I had 
proved ! And to be questioned by them, 
and to have my conduct contrasted with 
theirs, while I knew that they had no right 
to trouble me! The pain of Jesus was in- 
finitely greater than any that I can feel, 
not only on account of His infinite know- 
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ledge of . men’s hearts, and of His infinite 
hatred of sin and hypocrisy, but also on 
account of the intensity of His will to 
suffer. O, Jesus! what hast Thou not 
gone through for me ? And how very 
little in comparison I endure for Thy sweet 
sake! 

in. 

The Scribes and Pharisees accused the 
disciples of the breach of a mere cere- 
monial observance, while, as Jesus showed 
them, they were guilty of a breach of one 
of the commandments, setting it at nought 
for a tradition of their own. Similar con- 
duct is characteristic of those who are fond 
of finding fault with their neighbours* 
Let us examine ourselves upon this point, 
and see what our conduct is. Are we 
much given to talking about our neigh- 
bours, and to criticising their words and 
actions ? If so ; is what we say or think 
generally to their advantage, and in their 
favour ? Or is it usually against them ? In 
this sort of talk, have we not a lurking 
wish to contrast their conduct with ours, in 
a sense favourable to ourselves, and to im- 
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press our hearers with an idea of our superi- 
ority either in knowledge or in goodness ? 
And if we were to pursue this examination 
farther, and sincerely search into our own 
souls, should we not often, even generally, 
find that we have failings ourselves which 
are greater than those we blame ? Nay, 
that we are worse than our neighbour in 
the very vices or defects which we repro- 
bate in him? Let us learn a lesson of 
charity from observing its opposite in the 
conduct of the Scribes and Pharisees as 
related in the Gospel. 

I compassionate Thee, my Jesus, in en- 
during the torment of having sinners and 
hypocrites about Thee, and still more in 
the pain that I have given Thy loving 
heart by all my proud, pretentious, and 
uncharitable conversation. I humble my- 
self before Thee, and pray with all the 
fervour of which I am capable, that I may 
take Thee for my pattern, that I may be 
cautious in my language, and never offend 
Thy Sacred Heart by my uncharitableness. 
I resolve, with Thy grace, to amend. 
Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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THURSDAY IN THE THIRD WEEK OF 
LENT. — GOSPEL. — Luke iv. 38 — 44. 

Look upon Jesus Christ as the heavenly- 
physician who comes to cure your soul of 
its infirmities, and imagine that you are 
presenting yourself to Him as a sick person 
who wishes to be healed. 

1. 

Jesus Christ, as God, has entire power 
over everything ; not only over the tangible 
things of His creation, but over the con- 
ditions under which those things exist. In 
His hands, and subject to His power, are 
distress and prosperity, sickness and 
health, and all the other states of being. 
In the examples placed before us in the 
Gospel of this day, we see Him exercising 
His right over all things as one having 
power. Picture Him to your mind as being 
besought by St. Peter’s friends that He 
would cure his mother-in-law of the great 
fever which oppressed her; and then stand- 
ing over her with unspeakable meekness, 
and, making no display of His majestic 
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power, commanding the fever as if it were 
a reasoning being, and an obedient subject 
of His authority. “He commanded the 
fever, and it left her.” Short, and simple, 
and to the purpose, are these wonderful 
words. There is a mere command, ac- 
companied by a touch of the hand, as St. 
Matthew tells us (viii. 15); and the fever 
is gone. So instantaneously is the cure 
effected, that “ immediately rising, she 
ministered to them.” Admire the power 
of our Dear Lord, and endeavour to arouse 
in your heart a higher appreciation of Him. 
Admire also His loving kindness which 
listened at once to the request for this 
cure ; and the comprehensiveness of His 
love, which did not stop here, but went on 
to heal “everyone” of those brought to 
Him, sick of divers diseases. 

II. 

Jesus was not only the heavenly phy- 
sician of those who had the privilege of 
beholding Him on earth ; He is also our 
physician, and His especial province is to 
cure the diseases of our souls. God knows 
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under how many diseases they suffer ; and 
it becomes our duty, if we would have our 
souls cured, to examine into their state, 
and find out their maladies. Our passions 
are a true fever of the soul. They torture 
and torment us, and allow us no rest. We 
desire to love and serve God, we even try 
to do so, but our life is a warfare with our 
passions, which are always upon us, agita- 
ting our souls, causing distress of mind, 
scruples, and what not. As the fever of 
the body is often caused by cold, so the 
fever of the soul frequently springs from 
slackness and negligence in the service of 
God. Relaxation of duty, and neglect of 
prayer, good works, and the sacraments, 
give strength to the passions, and make it 
more and more difficult for us to overcome 
them. We should not willingly do any- 
thing that we apprehended would give us a 
fever ; and ordinarily we omit no precau- 
tion to ward off from us so great a cala- 
mity. And yet we are so careless about 
our soul’s health ! We do so many things 
calculated to give strength and vigour to 
our passions, and are so little cautious 
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about guarding against their influence! 
Let us examine ourselves as to our con- 
duct. 



III. 

Jesus is ever ready to cure us if we will 
but apply to Him. He can give us a 
remedy to counteract the unwholesome in- 
fluence of our passions. He places this 
remedy Within our reach, and with all the 
tenderness of His love invites and urges us 
to make use of it. By the voice of His 
Church He is ever calling us to it. This 
remedy is nothing less than Himself ; His 
own most precious body and blood in the 
adorable Sacrament of the altar. He 
Himself is a virgin, and the Son of a 
virgin ; and His virginal flesh will subdue 
the burning of concupiscence. For His 
dear sake, let us hasten to apply this 
blessed remedy ; and let us now, at this 
moment, resolve to approach the holy table 
as often as we can, and our director may 
think fit for us. 

O, my Jesus ! while I admire Thy good- 
ness and Thy might, I am confused at the 
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sight of my own soul which responds so 
little to Thy mercy, and , makes so little 
use of Thy power. By Thy grace this 
shall be so no longer. I know how many 
passions beset me, and will ruin me eter- 
nally, if I do not take the remedy which 
Thou offerest for the subduing of them. I 
will make use of this remedy. I will not 
neglect my duties of prayer, good works, 
and especially of receiving Thee in the 
most Blessed Sacrament. Jesus, aid me 
by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

FRIDAY IN THE THIRD WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — John iv. S — 41. 

Behold Jesus seated at the well; listen 
to His conversation with the Samaritan 
woman, and see what you can draw from 
His conduct to induce you to love Him 
more. 



I. 

How touching are those words about our 
Dear Lord that tell us that Jesus was 
“ wearied with His jourhey. ,, Imagine 
some true-hearted friend of yours, or per- 
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haps some dear and near relative whose 
affectionate heart loves you very dearly, 
and think of such a one far from home,, 
wandering through the country on foot* 
bearing the cold and the heat, hunger and 
thirst ; footsore and weary he sits by a 
roadside fountain, and begs a drop of 
water, for pity’s sake, from the first comer. 
His journey is undertaken as an errand of 
kindness, and goodness, and charity, and 
no labour or fatigue is too great for his 
love. If you were to think of this your 
heart would be moved, and you would 
probably shed tears of sympathy and af- 
fection. But how much greater would 
your admiration be, when you came to 
know that he was undergoing all this pain- 
ful journey and suffering for persons whom 
he knew would insult and reject him, and 
would even put him to death ? But there 
is yet another degree of pitying love at 
which you would arrive, when you thought 
that all this laborious travelling and painful 
endurance was for you ; and then, that you 
have so often forgotten it all, and have 
treated him as some one quite indifferent to 
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you, as one who did not care for you, and 
for whom you had no concern. In a mo- 
ment of better thoughts, would not your 
heaving heart send up the bitter tears of 
remorse to your eyes ? And if you could 
see that friend would you not clasp him 
to your heart, and pour out protestations 
of -gratitude and of undying love ? Would 
you not wish that you could make some 
great sacrifice in order to express the in- 
tensity of your feelings ? Shall it be 
otherwise with Jesus ? 



II. 

Jesus did and suffered all this for you. 
You who read this page, and I who write 
it, were in His mind and in His heart all 
the while, clearly and distinctly; and He 
did all for each one of us, just as much as 
if each one existed alone in the world. Is 
it possible that the Son of God should be 
wearied and wayworn for my sake? That 
for me He should have to beg for a draught 
of water? Yes, He is the faithful friend who 
never spared Himself for my sake; who 
loves me with an eternal love ; who on that 
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particular journey, and during that particu- 
lar weariness, thought of me, not as mixed 
up with the mass of mankind, and forming 
but an atom in the multitude, but of me 
individually and personally. Oh! my Jesus 
I have no friend like Thee. Oh! that I 
could be as faithful to Thee as Thou hast 
been to me! 

“ Quaerens me sedisti lassus, 

Redemisti crucem passus ; 

Tantus labor non sit cassus ! 

Thou hast sat weary seeking me, 
Redeemed me dying on the Tree ; 

Let not such labour fruitless be.” 

III. 

Consider the kindness and condescension 
of Jesus. He knew that the woman who 
came to the well was a Samaritan, and, as 
such, that she would not speak to Him, a 
Jew. And therefore He, breaking through 
the custom and prejudice of His nation, 
spoke to her first. He also knew that she 
was a sinner, living even then in a sinful 
state, and yet, in His desire for her con- 
version, He did not disdain to converse 
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with her. His gentleness won her to GocL 
She confessed her sin, and believed in Him, 
and induced others to go to Him who 
afterwards believed also. See the good 
effects of gentleness and kindness for poor 
sinners. Those who sincerely desire to 
convert others to the Truth or to virtue, 
will imitate our Dear Lord, and will re- 
member that every unkind or bitter word 
is but putting another obstacle in the way 
of their coming to God. 

The more I think of Thee, and study 
Thee, O Jesus! the more I feel my heart 
impelled to love Thee. I really and truly 
desire to love Thee with my whole heart 
and soul; do Thou give me grace that so 
my desire may be crowned. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 

SATURDAY IN THE THIRD WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — John viii. 1 — 1 1. 

Picture to yourself Jesus in the Temple, 
and the poor sinning woman placed before 
Him covered with shame and confusion. 
See how gently He deals with the helpless 
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sinner, and turns the accusation upon the 
hypocritical accusers. 



I. 

There is much in the scene here repre- 
sented to us to make us love our Dear 
Lord very much. It comes home very 
nearly to us; for although we may not 
have been guilty of the very crime of which 
the poor woman was accused, still, when 
we stand before our Lord, that is when we 
pray to Him, or when we recall His sacred 
presence, we must feel that we are before 
Him as poor, miserable sinners. We know 
more of Him than the woman did. We 
know that He is the spotless Lamb of God, 
the very essence of purity and holiness, in 
whose sight the very heavens are not clean. 
And if we look into our souls, shall we dare 
to say that we are fit to be before Him? 
The very thought of our unworthiness would 
be enough to keep us from Him, were we 
not reassured by the study of His charac- 
ter, and by such instances of merciful regard 
for poor sinners as the one recorded in this 
day’s gospel. He has not a word of re- 
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proach for the softened sinner. He even 
stoops down, and writes with His finger on 
the pavement, lest by looking at her He 
might embarrass and confound her. O 
sweet compassion of Jesus, Who came, not 
to judge and condemn, but to heal and to 
save ! 



II. 

Consider how, instead of reproaching the 
accused woman, Jesus looks at her ac- 
cusers, and utters those words that must 
have burned into their very consciences : — 
"He that is without sin among you, let 
him cast the first stone at her.” What a 
lesson is here for ourselves! Let us imagine 
Jesus saying to us, " Do not be hard upon 
others, unless you can lay your hand upon 
your heart, and declare before God, the 
angels, and men, that you are without sin.” 
This is practically His language to us, and 
this is what He would wish to teach us by 
what He said to the Scribes and Pharisees. 
Do we attend to His teaching? Are we 
not, on the contrary, only too ready to ac- 
cuse, to blame, and condemn others; and 
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to take pleasure in hearing their failings 
exposed, in listening to tales and scandals, 
either true or false, against our neighbour, 
without a moment’s reflection on our own 
guiltiness? Many persons think that they 
may talk as uncharitably as they please of 
another, provided that what they talk about 
is true. But this is the sin of detraction, 
and it is totally inconsistent with the charity 
of Christ. Oh! that we, who profess to be 
His followers, were more like Him! How 
many sinners we might convert to Him by 
a little kind consideration! And how much 
good is prevented by untimely harshness 
and cruelty! If we had a true sense of our 
own unworthiness, our own sins and weak- 
ness, we should not blame others with bit- 
terness ; and if we had occasion to reprove 
them, it would be done with charity and 
gentleness, and souls would be gained to 
God. 



III. 

When Jesus had uttered those words 
to the Scribes and Pharisees, He again 
averted His face, and wrote upon the 



Digitized by Google 




Lenten Thoughts . 9J 

ground. They, conscience-stricken and 
confounded, went away one by one, until 
“ Jesus alone remained, and the woman 
standing in the midst.” It was then that 
He lifted Himself up, and looking at her, 
* spoke to her, assuring her of His forgive- 
ness; for unless He had forgiven her, He 
must have condemned her. He, doubtless, 
infused contrition into her heart, for, without 
that, He could not have forgiven her. It is 
when the soul is alone with God that good 
thoughts arise in it, the enormity of sin 
becomes apparent, and sorrow finds its 
place in the heart. What is it to be alone 
with God ? It is ever keeping His presence 
before the eyes of the soul. It is a sense 
of individual responsibility to God as if we 
were the only creature in existence. It is 
the habit of examination of conscience, of 
prayer, and of meditation. It is the banish- 
ing the consideration of all inferior things 
and motives, and giving ourselves up un- 
distractedly to God. It is then that God 
speaks to the heart, and sends into it His 
holy inspirations. It is then that we can 
really gather spiritual fruit from our com- 
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munion with God, that we can learn to 
repent of our sins, and to make good reso- 
lutions for the future, and so deserve to 
hear from Him the words, “Go, and now 
sin no more.” 

How sweet and amiable Thou art, Dear 
Jesus, to poor sinners, trying to allure them 
to virtue by Thy gentle compassion and 
tenderness! What regard Thou hast for 
the weakness of humanity ! Let me learn 
a lesson of humility as regards myself, and 
of charitable consideration for my neigh- 
bour. Who am I that I should presume 
to cast a stone ? Do Thou aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — John vi. I — 1$. 

Picture to yourself our Blessed Lord 
flying from the popularity which He had 
acquired, and hastening all alone to the 
mountain. 

I. 

Our Dear Lord had performed the won- 
derful miracle of feeding five thousand 
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men, besides women and children, as St 
Matthew tells us, with five loaves and two 
fishes. And, even after they were satisfied, 
there remained fragments sufficient to fill 
twelve baskets. The stupendous nature of 
this miracle so worked upon the minds of 
the people, that acknowledging His divine 
power, they exclaimed : “ This is of a truth 
the prophet that is to come into the world.” 
And they would have proclaimed Him 
King. They wished to take Him by force 
and make Him their sovereign. Jesus 
Christ performs a greater wonder in our 
regard when He feeds, not five thousand, 
but all the Faithful who will, with His most 
Sacred Body and Blood in the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the altar. And that not once, but 
as often as we choose to approach Him ; 
nor in the desert (Matt, xiv.), but amid the 
busy haunts of men, in a half-hour that we 
can snatch away from our ordinary pursuits 
of business or pleasure, if we will. And 
yet how little do we think of this wondrous 
food which He keeps ready for us ! How 
little of the immensity of the love which 
urges Him to dwell under the Eucharistic 
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form in our churches, that He may be 
always there for those who come, and that 
He may be carried thence to feed and cheer 
the sick and dying, and give them this 
pledge of everlasting glory! Surely He 
deserves to be our King ; to be proclaimed 
by us the Lord and Sovereign of our souls ; 
not with our mind and our lips alone, but 
with all the true allegiance of our hearts, 
and all the deep fidelity of our affection. 
He is our King and Lord in reality, we 
cannot prevent that ; but let us confess it, 
and let us act as if we believed that He has 
a right to our loyalty. 

II. 

When Jesus knew that they would come 
and make Him king, He fled away from 
them. He sought no worldly honour and 
distinction. He who was and is for ever 
the King of Heaven and earth, sought in 
this world no other crown than one of 
thorns, no other sceptre than a reed, no 
royal robe but the purple cloak cast upon 
Him in derision, no kingly title but that 
which should be written above His head on 
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Calvaryv He shunned distinction as men 
shrink from insult or misfortune, and fled 
from it as a man will fly from his enemies. 
Let us contrast the conduct of Jesus with 
our own, ever remembering that all that 
He did was for our instruction. Do we 
shun honours and distinctions, in imitation 
of our Divine Master ? Do we despise a 
fleeting popularity ? Are we not, on the 
contrary, vain of any elevation above our 
fellow men ? This vanity will lead us into 
many serious disorders if we are not very 
careful to check it. If we were to give it 
full liberty, it would lead us to be proud, 
and haughty, and contemptuous towards 
others. It would lead us to ambition fatal 
to charity, and even to justice. How many 
men have risen in worldly honour at the 
expense of others’ happiness! It may, 
perhaps, be our case not to be in such a 
position as to give us hopes of rising high 
in the world’s esteem ; still, are there not 
many trifles which cause us to be vain? 
Let each one look into his own heart, 
and examine his own conduct. This is 
very necessary, for our vanity is so great, 
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that we are always apt to consider and 
criticise what our neighbour does, and to 
think our own conduct perfection. Or if 
not perfection, at least something that 
deserves considerable appreciation. How 
many vexations should we save ourselves if 
we could learn not to be vain, besides imi- 
tating and pleasing the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus ! 

III. 

There is something singularly touching 
in the sight of our Dear Lord fleeing from 
the face of men, plunging into the moun- 
tain recesses, and hiding Himself alone ; 
and then casting Himself upon His sacred 
knees, and praying to His Eternal Father. 
What thoughts passed through His Sacred 
Heart ! Thoughts of burning love ; and 
of longing desire for the accomplishment 
of the Divine Will, as He knelt there in 
solitude. We can imagine the wild ani- 
mals peering at Him round the rocks, and 
among the leaves ; and perhaps the birds 
of the air, fearless of Him, singing their 
joyous hymns around Him. There He 
remained till the fourth watch of the night. 
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when His love urged Him to seek His 
disciples, and He went to them walking on 
the sea. Solitude is very advantageous to 
the soul that would unite itself to God by 
prayer ; and all the true servants of God, 
the Saints whose lives are set before us as 
examples, have loved solitude. Some have 
fled, like our Lord, to the desert; some 
have sought the cell of the monastery ; 
while others, whose apportioned lot has 
been to mix with the busy world, have 
found their moments for solitary prayer 
and contemplation in the retirement of 
their chamber, or in visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament. Let us seek for such quiet 
moments now and then, when we may 
speak to God, and think of God ; and 
when He will speak to us. 

O my Jesus ! Thou shalt be my king, 
indeed. Thy will shall be my law. I will 
prize Thy will above all things. Rather 
let me die than forget or forfeit my allegi- 
ance to Thee. I will, with Thy help, check 
and keep down my vanity, and I will seek 
Thee from time to time in silence and in 
solitude, so that nothing may distract my 

9—2 



Digitized by Google 




IOO Lenten Thoughts . 

thoughts from Thee. Jesus, aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

MONDAY IN THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — John ii. 13—25. 

Place yourself in spirit at the feet of 
Jesus Christ; look up to Him as your 
-teacher in the spiritual life, and endeavour 
to take all advantage of the lessons He 
gives you. 

I. 

We have already considered a similar 
scene to that narrated in the Gospel for 
this day, when we meditated upon the pas- 
sage taken from the 21st chapter of St. 
Matthew ; and we then compared the 
Temple of Jerusalem to the Christian 
soul in which God loves to dwell by His 
grace. Let us now consider the super- 
eminent sanctity of a Christian church, 
and how far its holiness is superior to that 
of the Jewish temple. To hearts that 
love Jesus Christ that superiority is at 
once apparent, when they remember the 
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real and adorable Presence in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Jesus Christ makes the church 
His home ; it is His own house, His dwell- 
ing place, that we visit when we visit a 
Catholic church. He receives us under 
His own roof, where He has prepared for 
us a banquet such as angels have never 
partaken of, in which our souls are fed with 
His most sacred Body and Blood. Take 
away the Blessed Sacrament from a Catho- 
lic church ; the house remains, it is true, 
but the Master is gone, and a sense of de- 
solation seems to reign throughout; a 
desolation which is almost felt, even though 
we may not see that the tabernacle is open, 
and the light extinguished. There is no 
longer any centre around which the minor 
sanctities of the church may group them- 
selves ; no longer that loadstone which was 
wont * to draw to itself the homage and 
affection of faithful souls. But the Blessed 
Sacrament there, the poorest hovel becomes 
a heaven on earth. Oh ! let us love the 
church, the material church, if it be only 
for this. 
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II. 

But, besides this, it is in the church that 
so many Sacraments are conferred. There, 
we are made children of God, Christians, 
and heirs of heaven by Holy Baptism ; 
there is actual sin washed away in the 
sacrament of Penance, and Matrimony is 
sanctified. In the church are the images 
of the Blessed Mother of God, and of the 
Saints, the friends of Jesus. There we 
hear the words of eternal life, and assist at 
the tremendous mysteries. Moreover, the 
church is the palace of Christ's poor, from 
which no one can exclude them, and where 
they can kneel side by side with the noble 
and the rich at the altar, and where one 
considers oneself honoured by the proxi- 
mity of the lowly and the humble. If the 
zeal of our Dear Lord was so much aroused 
by seeing the profanation of the Temple of 
Jerusalem, what must be His anger at the 
desecration of a Catholic church. Let us 
learn then to reverence and to love our 
church, and to banish from us every act 
and thought unworthy of His presence, 
and of the holiness of the place. 
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ill. 

Consider the concluding words of this 
day's gospel : “ He knew what was in 
man.” Jesus, by His own knowledge, 
which was divine, knew, and knows the 
hearts of all men. Whatever may be our 
outward appearance, our external acts, our 
words, He knows exactly what we are worth 
before God. We can cloak and conceal 
nothing from Him, however much we may 
impose upon men ; and it is a tremendous 
thought that the eyes of an all-seeing Judge 
are ever fixed upon us, taking measure of 
us in every respect. And yet we are given 
to think much more of our neighbour’s con- 
duct than of our own. We can only judge 
of others by appearances, than which no- 
thing is more deceptive ; and while we are 
criticising, and perhaps condemning our 
fellow-creature in our own mind, we forget 
that there is One watching us, who does not 
judge by appearances, but who knows us 
most intimately, and who cannot by any 
means whatever be deceived in us. I will 
examine myself upon this head, and see 
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what my conduct is with regard to rash 
judgment of others, and also what it is in 
the eyes of God. 

O my God! I will reverence and love 
the church, “ the place where Thy glory 
' dwelleth.” And do Thou give me grace to 
carry out the resolution, which I now make 
in Thy presence, of so carefully guarding 
my conduct that Thou mayest see nothing 
in it displeasing to Thee, and of resisting 
the temptation to form unjust and rash 
judgments with regard to my neighbour. 
Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

TUESDAY IN THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — John vii. 14 — 31. 

Let us represent to ourselves Jesus teach- 
ing in the Temple ; and let us see the dig- 
nity and holiness of His manner, and try if 
we can gather any lesson for ourselves. 

I. 

Admire the magnanimity of Jesus. He 
knew that the Jews sought to kill him, as 
we learn from the first verse of the chapter 
from which this day’s gospel is taken, and 
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as we may gather from other passages in 
the same. Yet, though He had remained 
for a time, on this account, in Galilee, to 
teach us a lesson of prudence, about the 
middle of the feast He showed Himself 
publicly in the Temple, and began to teach. 
He had set out on His mission of teaching, 
and no sense of fear interposed to prevent 
Him from accomplishing His Father’s will. 
The service of God will always require from 
us a certain degree of fortitude. The early 
Church was watered with the blood of mar- 
tyrs ; three hundred years ago our fathers 
in the Faith in this country had to be ready 
to undergo death rather than sacrifice their 
Faith ; and much more recently they were 
subjected to grievous persecutions and pe- 
nalties for the sake of their religion. Death 
is not now offered to us as the price of our 
fidelity, but, living as we do in the midst of 
bitter enemies to our Faith, we have num- 
berless annoyances to put up with, insults 
to endure, misrepresentations to encounter ; 
and what is worse than all, we have to hear 
so many blasphemies against all that we 
hold most holy. How do we bear our- 
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selves in the midst of all this ? How do I 
endure insult, ridicule, and injury on ac- 
count of my religion ? Do I imitate the 
steady, quiet fortitude of Jesus? Or do I 
not lose my temper sometimes, and feel 
uncharitably towards my tormentors ? Do 
I ever allow the fear of what others may 
say to hinder me from letting them know 
that I am a Catholic when God’s honour 
calls for a profession of my faith ? Do I 
ever shrink from any practice enjoined by 
the Church because of what may be said or 
thought of me ? If I do, I do not come up 
to the standard of my model, Jesus Christ. 



II. 

There were two causes which, in this 
particular instance, gave our Lord such ad- 
mirable magnanimity; 1st, He was ready 
to die at any moment, even though His 
death should be violent and painful ; 2nd, 
He knew that the time appointed by His 
Father had not yet come. Do I feel that, 
even if I were assured that it was God’s 
will that I should die now, I could lie down 
and expire without fear, and without regret 
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for anything that I should leave behind 
me ? Am I ready to appear before my 
Judge? Let me reflect upon this, and 
amend whatever may want correction. We 
should all be in such a disposition that we 
would do our duty, even with danger of 
losing our lives ; and with perfect confi- 
dence that God, if He sees fit and best for 
us, will rescue us from the danger. 

III. 

It is an instinct with us to admire mag- 
nanimity and fortitude when we see them 
exhibited in the conduct of others. Of all 
the qualities of man, perhaps this is the 
one which calls forth the greatest expression 
of admiration. No one looks with favour 
upon cowardice and weakness of spirit. 
When a man yields to pusillanimity, he 
becomes an object of contempt, and to 
none more so than to those who have ex- 
torted it from him. Whereas, on the other 
hand, courage and high-mindedness re- 
ceive their reward of praise even from the 
bitterest enemies. We shall gain nothing 
with either God or man by yielding to a 
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cowardly fear. If even physical courage 
receives its reward of applause, how much 
more deserving of admiration is the moral 
courage which enables us to overcome, and 
make nothing of human respect ? But be- 
sides this, we require moral courage to 
enable us to carry out our duty in spite of 
ourselves . We must despise the opinions and 
prejudices of the world, but we must attack 
our own evil inclinations with a vigorous 
and unsparing hand. This demands a high 
degree of moral courage. We become 
cowards in the face of our natural sloth in 
regard of spiritual things, or when our duty 
demands a sacrifice of a little ease or plea- 
sure, when we have to curb the strength of 
our passions, or to give up anything or any 
one who is in the way of our salvation. 
How dignified is that soul which goes 
calmly on in the path of strict duty, no 
matter what obstacles lie in the way ! It 
becomes very like its Divine Model, Jesus 
Christ. 

O my Lord and Saviour ! give me 
courage in the performance of my duty. I 
will never be ashamed of Thee, nor of Thy 
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Religion. I will never fear anything that 
the world can bring against me. I would 
rather die ten thousand times than commit 
one mortal sin. Give me grace to perse- 
vere in my good resolutions. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 

WEDNESDAY IN THE FOURTH WEEK OF 
LENT. — GOSPEL. — John ix. I — 38. 

Imagine that you are among the wit- 
nesses of the wonderful miracle related in 
this days Gospel ; that you see our Dear 
Lord, hear His words, and behold His 
actions. 

I. 

It was just after Jesus had passed out of 
the Temple as narrated in the last verse of 
the preceding chapter, that He saw the 
man who had been blind from his birth. 
This man was not only blind, but no doubt, 
in consequence of his blindness, was also a 
beggar. How little could he have anti- 
cipated that the day would come when the 
Son of God, become man, should give him 
the faculty of seeing, which he had never 
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possessed, and thus confer upon him the 
means of raising himself from his state of 
beggary. By original sin, we are all bom 
blind ; the whole human race, by Adam’s 
fall, were reduced to a state far worse than 
corporal blindness and beggary ; and the 
only begotten Son of God, seeing our con- 
dition, took pity on us. He became like 
one of us, thus passing by our way, in order 
that He might rescue us. Which of us 
could, by the greatest effort of imagina- 
tion, have devised the way by which we 
were to be cured and saved ? Not all the 
wisdom of philosophers and sages ; not 
even the insight into God’s ways possessed 
by saints could have dared to anticipate so 
wondrous a means as the Incarnation. Not 
the luminous sagacity of the Angejs, who 
are enlightened by the very light of God’s 
throne, could have contrived such a plan 
of salvation for man as that the Son of God 
should become man, and suffer and die to 
compass it. God has greater depths of 
love than man or angel could have thought 
of. Let us wonder at the abyss of His 
love, and excite our souls to make Him the 
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return which He desires, namely, the re- 
turn of our love. 



II. 

Notwithstanding the clearness of the evi- 
dence, and the simplicity of the proofs of 
this striking 4 miracle, the Jews would not 
believe either it, or the truth of Jesus 
Christ On the contrary, with insulting 
words, they told the man that he might be 
the disciple of Jesus, but that they were 
the disciples of Moses. Were they wil- 
fully blind ? Or was their blindness judi- 
cial, that is, a punishment for their sins ? 
Whichever it was in their case, let us be 
careful that we never shut our eyes to the 
light of God’s grace, and thus become wil- 
fully blind. Have we ever shunned the 
knowledge of God’s will in our regard ? 
Have we ever felt that we would rather not 
know what God wished us to do or to be, 
lest His will should be contrary to our in- 
clinations ? Have we ever put away from 
us the consideration of God’s will as a 
troublesome thought, because the following 
of it would involve some sacrifice, or even 
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some slight inconvenience? Let us ex- 
amine into this; and let us be very cau- 
tious lest resistance to God’s will on our 
part should draw down upon us the punish- 
ment of spiritual blindness, which, unless in 
most exceptional cases, will lead to final 
impenitence. 

III. 

Consider those words of Jesus: “I must 
work the works of Him that sent me, 
whilst it is day: the night cometh when no 
man can work.” The time of our lives is 
the day in which we must work, and merit 
the glory which endures for even Our 
death is the night when we can no longer 
do anything towards our salvation. Jesus 
did the works of Him that sent Him, and 
so, all that we do during our lives should be 
in accordance with the will of God. Our 
works should be His works. Should we 
dare to call everything that we do, God’s 
work? Can we conscientiously say that, 
even in a general way, we intend to do 
nothing but what God wishes us to da, and 
in the manner in which He wishes* us to da 
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it? Could we bear that Jesus should visibly 
pass by, and see us, and be seen by us, in 
all our actions? Yet He does see us al- 
ways, and under every possible circum- 
stance. If there be anything to correct, 
let us set about it at once ; for the night 
cometh. Our death will soon be upon us. 
Dear Lord Jesus! So merciful and so 
good! I will never close my eyes to Thy 
grace. I will always try to find out Thy 
will by a rigorous examination of myself, 
and by consulting and following the advice 
of my director. I grieve for having so 
often acted against Thy will; and I will 
begin now, with Thy grace, to do Thy will, 
that when the night comes for me, I may 
be found ready. Do Thou aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

THURSDAY IN THE FOURTH WEEK * OF 
LENT. — GOSPEL. — Lukev ii. II — 1 6 . 

Imagine yourself to be among the crowd 
near the gate of the city of Naim, and that 
you see the meeting between Jesus and the 
sorrowing widow, and all that takes place 
on this wonderful occasion. 

10—3 
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I. 

This was a meeting of life and death. 
Jesus the true Life, accompanied by His 
disciples and a great multitude, encounters 
the dead body of a young man, followed by 
his weeping mother, who was a widow, and 
many people of the city who went with her 
out of sympathy and consideration. The 
moment that Jesus sees her He shows His 
compassion for her. His Heart was so full 
of love for man that the first sight of dis- 
tress called forth a manifestation of sym- 
pathy from Him. Hear his kind and 
gentle voice as He says to her, “ Weep 
not.” And see Him touch the bier, and 
command the dead body to rise again to 
life. See how the eyes open, and look 
around. See how the blood once more 
circulates, and colours the cheeks, and how 
he that was dead sits up, and begins to 
speak. But Jesus has not yet done all for 
that poor widow, He gives her once more 
the son whom she had lost. Oh! what joy 
for that widowed mother’s heart! Enter 
into the feelings that would be excited in 
you, if you actually beheld this scene. 



Digitized by Google 




Lenten Thoughts . 115; 

How your heart would warm with love 
towards Jesus, so that, if you had not been 
with Him before, you would join Him now.. 

II. 

The dead man was a young man, like 
any other young man. He had been fulL 
of life, of energy, of spirit. He had had 
his companions and his friends, his ad- 
mirers, and perhaps his enemies. Doubt- 
less, like other young persons, he had 
looked forward to many years of life, and 
to much enjoy mentr On the other hand,, 
his mother had loved him dearly. He was 
her only son; and had considered him as 
her hope and stay, the support and the joy 
of her age. Probably, neither of them had 
anticipated an early death for him. Yet 
death came in the midst of his youth, and 
carried him away. Whatever had been 
their thoughts, neither of them could ever 
have imagined that when death had once 
come, the Lord of life and death would 
restore him to life, and to his mother. 

How vain are all the promises I have 
made to myself of the enjoyment of life! I 
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may be young, and thoughtless, with regard 
to serious matters, looking forward to many 
years in the world, yet God alone knows if 
I shall be alive this time next year, this 
day next week, this hour to-morrow. Cer- 
tain it is that when my death does come, 
the years that have passed will appear very, 
very short. My death must come soon; 
for what are a few years of time compared 
to the endless ages of eternity ; and it will 
be by the standard of eternity that I shall 
measure and judge of things when I come 
to die. Another thing certain is — that I 
cannot expect a stupendous miracle to be 
wrought that shall raise me to life again; 
and even so, as in the case of the young 
man in the gospel, I could only look for a 
few years of renewed life. Death would 
come at last, and finally. Do I think 
enough of death, of the certainty and the 
speed of its coming, and of the utter un- 
certainty of the time, place, or manner of 
my death? 

ill. 

A soul that has lost the grace of God, 
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that is, a soul in mortal sin, may be com- 
pared to a dead body that is being carried 
out to be buried. The Church weeps and 
laments. Jesus meets it, and approaches 
it by inspiring it with remorse. He touches, 
the bier by the numberless means which, 
through the ministry of His Church, He 
places before it for its resurrection from the 
death of sin. He says to it, “ Arise.” And 
yet, notwithstanding the dear compassion 
of Jesus, how many souls deliberately choose 
to remain dead, that is, remain wilfully in 
sin, and reject the means of the sacraments, 
&c., which Jesus and His Church offer. * 
What must be the consequence? They 
will be carried to the grave, that is, they 
will be buried in hell. And all through 
their own fault; for there is nothing wanting 
on the part of our Lord. He has done all 
that He can. Oh! what a sad frustration of 
the loving efforts of Jesus and His Church t 
What irreparable, never ending loss! 

I love Thy dear compassionate Heart, O 
my Jesus! And I will do all in my power 
to correspond with Thine infinite goodness 
which, by Thy Church, gives me such effi- 
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cacious means of rising from the death of 
sin. Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

FRIDAY IN THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT. 
GOSPEL. — John xi. I— 45. 

Realize to yourself the wonderful' scene 
of Jesus going with tears and groans, ac- 
companied by the weeping sisters, by His 
disciples, and a crowd of people, to the 
grave in which the dead body of Lazarus 
was laid; and hear him pronounce, with 
a loud voice, the words, “Lazarus, come 
forth.” Then see the dead man arise, and 
come forth, still bound in the grave-clothes. 



1. 

Jesus weeping, the tears coursing down 
His sacred cheeks, is a moving spectacle. 
Even the Jews, who did not believe in Hipi, 
said, “Behold how He loved him.” And 
can we, who know with a certain faith, 
who and what He was, look on unmoved ? 
Jesus wept with grief, with affection, with 
sympathy, and with earnestness. Contem- 
plate Him in His affliction, and try to enter 
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into the sentiments which filled His dear 
Sacred Heart. Yesterday we saw how He 
restored an only son to his mother ; to-day 
we behold Him giving joy to the affection- 
ate hearts of the two sisters, by the re- 
storation of their brother. Ever kind, ever 
compassionate Jesus ! If Jesus wept out of 
love for His friend, and out of sympathy 
with the afflicted sisters ; if He grieved 
over mere temporal distress and loss, how 
much more must His pure Heart have sor- 
rowed over sin, the occasion of eternal loss 
and woe. Have I ever given Jesus occa- 
sion to grieve over me ? Have I ever been 
dead, and buried in sin by losing the grace 
of God, and giving myself up to utter for- 
getfulness of Him ? Let me reflect upon 
my conduct, and grieve from my heart for 
all the pain which Jesus has suffered on 
my account. It will be a wholesome grief 
if I can mingle my tears with those of 
Jesus, for it will make me love Him more. 



II. 

Hear how our Dear Lord gives thanks to 
His eternal Father for having heard Him : 
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4t Father, I give Thee thanks that Thou 
hast heard me.” This is a great lesson for 
us who think so little of the prayer of 
thanksgiving. We are ready enough to 
ask for favours, and are even tempted to 
murmur if our requests are not at once 
heard or answered. When a favour is 
granted, we are very apt to take it as if it 
were our due, and to forget the giver. 
When our prayers are heard, we rejoice 
indeed, but too often neglect to thank the 
good God who has heard them. And how 
many good things, both spiritual and tem- 
poral, do we not receive without having 
had even the slight trouble of asking for 
them ? God, out of the abounding foun- 
tain of His love, has deluged us with favours. 
He gave us life, brought us into His Church 
by baptism, preserved us through many 
dangers to soul and body. Health, ease, 
happiness, and a thousand other blessings 
have been conferred upon us by Him. All 
that we have of good is from His hand. 
We know this ; and yet if we ask our- 
selves how often we think of returning Him 
thanks, we shall find very much reason to 
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be ashamed of our thoughtlessness and in- 
gratitude. Let us make it a rule to thank 
God daily, not only for ourselves, but for 
His goodness to all the world. It is a 
good practice to have the custom of very 
frequently saying from our hearts, “ Thank 
GodT 



ill. 

Consider how Jesus goes on to say that 
He gave thanks thus publicly on account 
of the people standing about, that they 
might believe that the Father had sent 
Him. Here we see how Jesus seems to 
forget Himself, and the favour which His 
Father was about to confer upon Him, in 
His all-absorbing desire for His Father's 
glory, and for the salvation of mankind. 
It was no new thing for Jesus to be heard 
by His Father: — “Thou hearest me al- 
ways." Neither was it a new thing for 
Him to make the prayer of thanksgiving. 
But now that the miracle of raising one 
frorr/the grave was about to be performed, 
He knew that many would believe that the 
Father had sent Him, and thus would give 
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honour and glory to the Father, and save 
their souls, and He lifts up His sacred eyes 
to Heaven, and thanks Him. 

Is our first and dominant thought one of 
desire for the honour of God, and our own 
and our neighbour’s salvation ? Do we al- 
ways offer up our actions to God? Do we 
think sufficiently that we came into this 
world for no other purpose than to love and 
serve God here, that we may reign with 
Him for ever hereafter? 

O God of all goodness! How often have 
my sins afflicted the Sacred Heart of Jesus! 
How great has been my ingratitude! By 
Thy grace it shall be so no more. I thank 
Thee from my heart for all that Thou hast 
done for me. I thank Thee for the trials 
and crosses Thou hast sent me, because 
Thou knowest that they are good for me. 
I thank Thee for all the world. May all 
my thoughts, words, and actions tend to 
Thy glory, and to the salvation of myself 
and others. Do Thou aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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SATURDAY IN THE FOURTH WEEK OF LENT. 

GOSPEL. — John viii. 12 — 20b 

It was after absolving the woman taken 
in adultery that Jesus continued His teach- 
ing in the Temple. Consider Him sitting 
there surrounded by crowds of Jews, and 
attentively hear the words of heavenly wis- 
dom that proceed from His sacred lips. 

L 

“ I am the light of the world.” These 
are the words of Jesus Christ to the Jews^ 
who hated Him, and who pretended to see 
in His doctrine nothing but falsehood and 
darkness. They were not addressed to the 
Jews alone, but to us also. Let us learn 
from them what we may. Jesus is our 
light. What does this mean? It is He 
who through His Church teaches us the 
way of eternal life, and is thus the light of 
our journey through this world. They 
who know not the Church are in darkness. 
They seek for the light of Christ, but they 
cannot find it, for they have no guide. 
They have proclaimed the Holy Scriptures 
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to be their guide; but who shall explain 
the Holy Scriptures to them? Each one 
takes his own interpretation, and thus they 
fall away from one another, and go on by 
different paths*. Scarcely two of them agree 
even with regard to fundamental truths. 
Some even, by their private study of the 
Holy Scriptures, fall into utter disbelief 
Out of the Church all is discord with regard 
to matters of Faith; but, as we know by 
our own experience, we may go where we 
will, and we shall find all members of the 
Catholic Church agreeing in one Faith. 
How admirable is this union in doctrine, 
which brings to bear on our souls the true 
light of Jesus Christ! Let us learn from 
this contrast to love the Church most de- 
votedly, and to thank God, that, through 
no merit of our own, and out of His most 
infinite love and mercy, He has brought us 
within her pale. 

II. 

Jesus is not only our light by His doc- 
trine, but He is our light by His consola- 
tions. When times are darkest with us; 
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when we are in the deepest affliction, we 
know that we can seek and find comfort in 
the arms of our loving Lord. And how is 
this done ? By offering to Him our trials 
and crosses in union with his bitter pains of 
soul and body, and by accepting them as a 
punishment for our past sins, and as a 
corrective for the future.' It is also a great 
source of consolation to know that God 
chastises those whom He loves, and that 
therefore the darkness of the hour of trial 
is a pledge of His regard, and a prelude to 
the dawn of His light upon our souls. We 
also know how to find comfort in tribula- 
tion by a devout approach to Him in 
prayer and meditation. The thought of 
the darkness of His Passion will bring to 
us the light of His sympathy ; for He has 
known suffering, and feels intensely for 
those that suffer. The humble practice of 
the Christian virtues for His dear sake 
brings the light of His consolation to us ; 
not through that sensible satisfaction that 
we may be tempted to find in it, but through 
the grace which we draw down upon our- 
selves by an imitation of Him as far as lies 
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in our power. Above all, the devout ap- 
proach to the Sacrament of Penance, and 
the reception of His most blessed Body and 
Blood in the Holy Eucharist, where we 
feed our souls upon Him, and absorb the 
delights of His grace and love, enlighten 
our sorrowing hearts; and the “ pledge of 
future glory ” assuages the pain of present 
distress. Do we thus seek our consolation? 
If we do not, or have not up to this time, 
we will begin now. 

ill. 

Consider the condition on which Jesus 
promises us His light, namely, that we fol- 
low Him. What has been our custom ? 
Have we not very often indeed followed 
everything but Jesus? The vanities and 
frivolities of the world, the enjoyments of 
every day, the guilty pleasures of life, 
thoughtless or wicked company, laziness 
and sensual indulgence, all call upon us to 
follow them. They constantly say, “ Follow 
me,” and they promise us happiness, but 
they never can give it. The true Catholic 
heart will soon find out their hollowness — 1 
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will feel the bitter remorse which they leave, 
and will find nothing but darkness, where 
all appeared to be light. Let us listen 
only to the voice of Jesus who is still 
saying, “Follow me.” Let us hasten to 
His side, if it be only out of compassion 
for Him crying so often in vain, “Follow 
me” To follow Him is to keep His com- 
mandments, to live in purity and holiness 
of life, to correspond with all the sug- 
gestions of His grace, to avoid all evil, and 
to do all the good we can. I profess to be 
a follower of Jesus, am I so in reality? I 
will examine my conscience now. 

O Jesus! I thank Thee from my heart 
for having in Thy goodness brought me 
into Thy Church; give me grace, I beseech 
Thee, to be a worthy member of that 
Church, and a true follower of Thee, as I 
now resolve to be, that so I may deserve to 
obtain the light of eternal life. Jesus, aid 
me by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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PASSION SUNDAY. 

GOSPEL. — John viii. 4 6 — 59. 

Listen to Jesus speaking the words of 
eternal truth to the Jews, and see them, in- 
stead of accepting His gracious call, reviling 
Him, accusing Him of being possessed by 
the devil, and taking up stones to cast at 
Him. 

I. 

How Jesus loved the Jewish people, to 
whom He was sent by His eternal Father ! 
This is only one out of so many instances 
during His life in which He spoke to them 
of the truth, and they would not hear a 
word. It was like speaking to rocks or 
trees, or to dumb, unreasoning animals. 
Still, ever intent upon His sacred mission. 
He preached without ceasing, as though 
He would not lose one chance of working 
upon their stony hearts. Their threats did 
not deter Him; their abuse had not any 
more effect on Him than their scorn and 
ridicule. How admirable is this perse- 
verance of our Divine Lord! How worthy 
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of our homage and love is this zeal for His 
Father’s glory, and for the salvation of the 
souls of men! Let me reflect upon it, and 
see if my conduct is like His. Do I not 
grow faint-hearted at the least opposition 
to my spiritual progress ; and do I not too 
often give way when the people about me 
are inclined to abuse me for my religion, 
and my religious observances, or when they 
bring scorn and ridicule to bear upon me? 

Jesus not only bore it all, but was most 
calm under it. Do I not frequently lose 
patience, and become ill-tempered and 
angry, when men speak abusively or jeer- 
ingly of what I hold to be most holy? I 
thus lose many a chance of gaining souls 
to God. The vulgar insolence of the Jews 
is very often repeated by those who blindly 
hate our Faith. When such occurs to me, 
I will think how Jesus conducted Himself 
in similar circumstances, and I will behave 
as He would have done. 



II. 

The Jews accused Jesus of having a devil, 
that is, of being possessed. How grievous 
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it must have been to the Author of all 
good to be accused of being possessed by 
the Spirit of evil! What a blasphemy this 
was against Him who could fearlessly ask, 
“Which of you shall convict me of sin?” 
Think of Jesus, the pure, innocent Son of 
the Eternal Father, accused of being under 
the influence of the devil, and of teaching 
diabolical doctrine. I, unlike Him, have 
committed many sins. Can I count my 
sins? And yet, when I am accused of a 
fault, my pride immediately rises up, and 
my indignation is roused against my ac- 
cuser. I cannot bear to have the least 
fault laid to my charge, nay, I cannot 
endure that even my judgment should be 
questioned. When I am accused of faults 
that I have not committed, let me reflect 
that, if I am guiltless of them, still I am 
guilty in many, many ways, and that, if 
men knew me as God knows me, I should 
deserve universal reprobation and scorn. 
And, after all, it is very seldom that I shall 
be accused as deeply as my Dear Lord was. 
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ill. 

Think of Jesus in His holiness, His 
meekness, His wonderful, unfailing cha- 
rity. Think of His Sacred Person; look 
upon His countenance so unruffled; gaze 
into His eyes which beam forth the 
purity of His soul, and the burning ardour 
of His charity. And then see the counte- 
nances of those wretched men who in their 
hatred and malice take up stones to cast at 
Him. What a contrast there is between 
those perverse and wicked people, and the 
innocent Lamb of God! If you were to 
see a dear friend whom you prized for his 
love to you, and for his own goodness, 
thus chased away, and obliged to hide 
himself, threatened by the coarse voices 
and violent gestures of an angry and un- 
reasoning mob, what would be your 
thoughts? If you could rescue him, you 
would. If not, your very heart would 
burst for the sake of your friend. Shall it 
be otherwise with Jesus, the truest friend 
you ever had or can have ? Recollect that 
He suffers this, not only being your friend. 
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but precisely because He is your friend. 
And can you refuse Him the least service 
you can render Him, namely, the consola- 
tion of your sympathy? Oh! my Jesus! I 
will go farther; I will not give Thee a 
barren sympathy alone, but I will so love 
Thee, and I will so sincerely repent of my 
past sins, that I will take away, as far as I 
can, the additional bitterness which they 
gave to all Thy sufferings. 

Oh! Thou Lamb of God! Thou that 
takest away the sins of the world! Give 
me grace and strength to bear all things for 
Thy dear sake. I never can, in this world, 
suffer all that my manifold sins deserve. I 
love Thee so much that I offer myself to 
Thee to suffer for Thy name’s sake, and in 
order to prove to Thee how truly I love 
Thee. Jesus, aid me by Thy grace. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

MONDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — John vii. 32 — 39. 

Imagine you see our Blessed Lord 
standing before the ministers of the chiefs 
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of the people, and the Pharisees, who were 
sent to seize His Sacred Person, as if He 
were a malefactor. Contemplate Him, and 
the Divine serenity of His presence, and 
learn what lessons you may from His con- 
duct and His words. 

I. 

Consider how the chiefs and the Phari- 
sees, in their malice against Jesus, de- 
termined to put an end to His teach- 
ing; and With this view, sent their ser- 
vants to apprehend Him. His conduct and 
His doctrine were a reproach to them, 
besides being contrary to what they were 
teaching the people. They felt themselves 
rebuked by the purity and consistency of 
His life; for He enjoined nothing that He 
did not practise; and all His teaching was 
of the highest morality, and the most sub- 
lime truth ; whereas they enforced the 
most exact obedience to the law in others, 
while their own hearts were filled with 
pride and uncharitableness. They could not 
help seeing how this consistency on the part 
of our Dear Lord was calculated to draw 
many to His side, and to force upon the 
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minds of men a contrast between Him and 
them. Whilst we admire our Lord, and 
conceive a detestation for the conduct of 
the Pharisees, let us examine and see 
whether our own conduct resembles most 
that of Jesus or of His enemies. Jesus is 
our model, and if we would be saved, we 
must endeavour to be like Him. And, 
besides this, we must remember that unchari- 
tableness towards our neighbour is really 
uncharitableness towards Jesus Christ; for 
He has said that what we do to our neigh- 
bour we do to Him. When, therefore, we 
blame our neighbour, let us be careful that 
we ourselves are blameless. What thoughts 
this reflection calls up in our minds! It 
forces us to think of our own failings, and 
to resolve to correct them before we pre- 
sume to throw blame on those whose out- 
* ward actions we behold, but whose hearts 
we have no right to judge. 



II. 

This restriction with regard to our judg- 
ment of others is a maxim of the Christian 
Religion — “Judge not, and you shall not 
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- be judged.” It was little understood by 
the Pharisees, who, because of their envy 
of Jesus, very quickly passed a judgment 
upon Him. We must not wonder, then, if 
people judge us, and place a construction 
upon what we do which is very far from 
being the true interpretation of our conduct. 
If this happen to us, we are only placed in 
the same position as Jesus Christ was. Our 
religion is vilified, calumniated, and mis- 
understood ; so was His. Our words are 
wrongly interpreted ; so were His. Our 
conduct is misrepresented ; His conduct 
was represented as that of a seditious blas- 
phemer. It ought to be a great consolation 
to us to think that we are permitted to 
suffer, in however slight a degree, what He 
endured, and that we are made more like 
Him by having trials of a similar nature to 
His thrust upon our souls. But, in general, 
these things disturb us very much ; they 
make us uneasy; they distract us in our 
duties and in our prayers ; and too often 
we allow them to excite in us uncharitable 
and vindictive feelings. This is because we 
do not at once reflect upon our Dear Lord, 

12 — 2 
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and the bright example that He has shown 
us. Moreover, we have not the humility to 
acknowledge, even to ourselves, that the 
adverse judgments of men about us are 
very frequently correct, and nothing more 
than we deserve. 



III. 

Consider the words of Jesus Christ, “ If 
any man thirst, let him come to me and 
drink,” which were spoken by Him on the 
last and great day of the festival, as we are 
told in this day's gospel. It is said that 
He cried them out, that is, uttered them 
with a loud and piercing voice, so that 
great numbers of the people might hear 
them. He wished to give them this last 
chance, as they were departing from the 
feast, of turning their attention to Him. 
Jesus is ever crying out to our hearts by 
the voice of His Church, by our con- 
sciences, and by His direct inspirations, in 
order to attract us to Him. We know not 
when the cry of our Lord may reach us for 
the last time. We are always uncertain 
whether or not the chance which we have 
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of repenting, or of advancing in virtue now, 
at this moment, is the last that we shall 
ever have. Let us reflect in time. Jesus 
knows how we are thirsting and longing for 
happiness ; and He tells us where alone our 
thirst can be slaked, namely, in Him. All 
happiness that is not sanctified by coming 
from Him, or by having Him for its object, 
is vain and false. Nothing but true religion 
can ever give us lasting happiness even in 
this world. 

Oh! my Jesus, I am humbled when I 
think how often I pass severe judgments 
on others, and how very lenient I am to 
myself. I resolve, by Thy grace, to think 
more of my own failings, and to check my- 
self when I am tempted to think or speak 
harshly of others. Give me grace also to 
seek, from this moment, all my happiness in 
Thee. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

TUESDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — John vii. 1 — 13. 

See our Divine Lord wandering in Galilee 
because the Jews sought to kill Him, and 
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try to enter into the feelings of His Sacred 
Heart. 



I. 

Jesus avoided the Jews. He would not 
go into Judea because they wished to kill 
Him; and even when He went up to the 
feast of tabernacles, He would not go 
openly, “but as it were in secret.” This 
was not because He dared not face His 
enemies, or because he feared suffering or 
shrank from death, but because the time 
appointed by His Heavenly Father had not 
yet come. See your loving Jesus, Jesus 
whom you at least profess to love, wander- 
ing like an outcast and a fugitive, with 
the knowledge that bloodthirsty men were 
anxious to seize Him and put Him to death. 
You individually were in His thoughts at 
that time. Is it possible, dear Lord, that 
Thou didst think of me , when cruel men 
were thirsting for Thy blood ? When Thou 
wert an exile from the land of Thy birth ? 
Ah ! yes ; the love of Jesus is so great that 
He has never forgotten me. I never could 
doubt for a moment that He could forget 
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me, and yet how seldom, and how little 
have I realised this wonderful fact ! If I 
realised it to myself as I ought, I should 
never cease to think of Him. 



11. 

The sensation of being sought for to be 
put to death is one of the most painful 
positions in which a man can be placed. 
Let us imagine ourselves in such a position, 
flying from justice, and fearful lest every 
step that we hear approaching us should be 
that of one who seeks us. Such terror 
would take possession of us that life would 
be a burden. Jesus was not flying from 
justice. His soul was spotless, and those 
who sought His life were the very men 
whom He came to save. How must the 
thought of the blind ingratitude of men 
have aggravated the pain of the knowledge 
that his life was sought ! How He loved 
those who wished to kill Him ! This know- 
ledge was to Him a foretaste of His pas- 
sion. It was the dark shadow of death 
hanging over Him ; and how acutely He 
felt it can never be known by mortal man, 
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because man cannot plunge into the depths 
of the soul of God made man. Yet we 
may, to some extent, enter into His feel- 
ings by imagining what our own would be 
in similar circumstances, and then trying to 
form some distant idea of the intensity of 
His feelings arising from the strength of 
His divine will to suffer, and from the in- 
finite sensitiveness to suffering with which 
He had voluntarily clothed Himself. How 
much didst Thou suffer, dearest Jesus, for 
my sake, and how little I endure for Thee ! 

III. 

The suffering of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus was infinitely increased by His most 
perfect and intimate knowledge of the 
grievousness of sin, in general, and of the 
particular sin of the Jewish people in re- 
jecting Him, and seeking to destroy Him. 
He knew how terrible this crime was in the 
eyes of His Eternal Father, and moreover, 
what a fearful chastisement it would bring 
upon the souls of His creatures, both in 
this world and the next. So, His dear 
soul was filled with the bitterness of sorrow 
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on account of men, and on account of the 
outrage offered to eternal Goodness. With 
these thoughts filling His heart, He walks 
in Galilee, and with the same thoughts, He 
sends His brethren to the feast, and then 
goes secretly Himself. Contemplate Him 
in all these passages of His life, and draw 
from the contemplation the reflections to 
which they naturally give rise. Do not let 
Him be alone and disconsolate. Be with 
Him in spirit and affection ; and resolve 
never to do anything which may separate 
you from Him. Especially resolve to cor- 
rect some particular fault which keeps you 
a£a distance from your loving Saviour. 

My Lord ! Thou knowest that I desire 
to love Thee, and to make amends to 
Thee, as far as I am able, not only for the 
crime of the Jews, but still more for all 
the share that I had in the sufferings of 
Thy Sacred Heart. Oh! give me grace to 
love Thee perfectly. Pater, . Ave, Gloria. 

WEDNESDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — John X. 22 — 38. 

Consider Jesus in the character of the 
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Good Shepherd speaking about His sheep, 
and remember that you are one of His 
flock. 

I. 

“ My sheep hear My voice,” says our 
Blessed Lord as He walks in Solomon’s 
porch, while the Jews crowd round about 
Him and question Him in their captious 
way. He had just told them that they did 
not believe in Him because they were not 
of His sheep, and now He says that His 
sheep hear His voice, that is, believe in 
Him, and accept all that He tells them. 
It is then a characteristic of the true sheep 
of Christ that they hear His voice and obey 
His word. How sweet and gentle is the 
voice of Jesus speaking to His sheep! 
And what a contrast there too often is 
between the heavenly Shepherd and those 
who profess to be His sheep ! Sheep, if 
left to themselves, will wander away, and 
will go in search of new pastures, and at 
last lose themselves. So it is with us, if 
we are not true sheep of Christ, and do 
not obey His voice. Unless we hold fast 
all that Jesus has taught by His word, and 
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by His Church, we shall soon lose ourselves, 
and find our poor souls like sheep without 
a shepherd. This not only concerns mat- 
ters of faith, but also the observance of the 
whole of the Christian law. Have I hitherto 
listened attentively to the voice of the Good 
Shepherd ? Have I always done that which 
my conscience has told me I ought to do ; 
and avoided that which the same conscience 
has proclaimed to be* wrong ? I know that 
I belong to the Fold of Jesus by being a 
member of His One, Holy, Roman, Catho- 
lic and Apostolic Church ; still, I shall be 
lost if I follow the dictates of my will and 
my passions, and do not act according to 
that conscience which God has given me. 



II. 

" I know them, and they follow me,” He 
goes on to say. What a thing this is that 
Jesus should know us, not vaguely, gene- 
rally, and in a mass, but individually and 
personally! Then Jesus knows me, inti- 
mately and perfectly. I can conceal no- 
thing from Him. He knows what special 
care has been bestowed upon me ; what 
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graces I have received, and how I have 
corresponded with them. He knows how 
much good there may be in me, and how 
very much evil. What a consolation it is 
to the soul that is striving to love God to 
feel that Jesus the Good Shepherd is ever 
watching over it, knows all its trials and 
temptations, and all its struggles in the 
contest with the world, the flesh, and the 
devil! If Jesus knows me so well, ought 
I not to endeavour to'know Him as far as 
I may in this place of exile ? I will ever 
remember the knowledge that Jesus has of 
me, and of all that I think, and say, and do, 
and of all my ways, and every circumstance 
of my life ; and I will try to arrive at a true 
knowledge of Him by daily meditation. 

III. 

The great inestimable reward that Jesus 
promises to His true and faithful sheep is 
the recompense of eternal life. Nothing 
less than this is in store for them. On the 
other hand, if eternal life is the reward of 
the good sheep, what but everlasting death 
is the punishment of those disobedient ones 
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of the flock, who follow the devices of their 
own hearts, and desert the true shepherd ? 
Oh ! what inexpressible woe it is to be se- 
parated for ever from Jesus, to be banished 
from the happy fields of Heaven to the 
arid, bumt-up desert of hell! On the 
other hand, what unutterable joy to feed 
for ever in the pastures of eternal life by 
the side of the Good Shepherd whose voice 
we have heard, and whose steps wc have 
followed in this vale of our pilgrimage ! 
Jesus, I love Thee as I see Thee talking to 
the Jews who do not believe Thee, and 
speaking also to my heart. But what is 
this ? They take up stones to cast at 
Thee ! I am not one of those, Dear Lord ! 
I fly to Thy side to shield Thee from their 
rage, or to suffer with Thee. 

Oh! Thou Good Shepherd! I wish to 
be one of the most obedient, gentle, and 
loving of Thy Flock. The world may 
think me a fool for remaining at Thy side, 
but I care not, so long as Thou regardest 
me with love and approval. Give me grace 
ever to remain faithful to Thee. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

13 
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THURSDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — Luke vii. 36 — 50. 

Imagine the scene related in the gospel 
of to-day; and represent vividly to your 
mind the persons, the actions, and the 
words. 

I. 

Consider our Dear Lord's kindness in 
accepting the invitation of a man who, by 
his profession, was among the enemies of 
Jesus. Look upon our Lord as He reclines 
at the table, and study His goodness. 
What gentleness and charity appear in 
His sacred countenance ! What unas- 
suming dignity in every gesture ! In 
Him there is nothing which could give 
offence. The purity of holiness surrounds 
Him. What is my conduct when I am 
among my friends, especially on convivial 
occasions ? Can I look back upon such 
scenes, and say that I never did, or said, 
or thought anything which I should wish 
to recall ? That I never gave offence, bad 
example, or scandal ? Consider also Mag- 
dalen full of love and veneration for our 
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Divine Redeemer now, though she had been 
a sinner. She had probably heard the 
divine admonitions of Jesus ; at all events, 
her heart was moved with repentance for 
her misdeeds, and she comes to Him for for- 
giveness. It is touching to see the wander- 
ing sheep thus come to seek her shepherd. 
What sorrow there is in her poor wounded 
heart ! What love for Him who alone can 
heal her soul ! Compare the two, Magda- 
len and Jesus ; perfect repentance, and per- 
fect innocence. How near they come to- 
gether, innocence and repentance! How 
sweetly the divine innocence of Jesus takes 
the repentant sinner to its love ! fc Let us be 
very tender and gentle with sinners, that 
we may bring them to repentance. 



II. 

Magdalen came into the house of the 
Pharisee while they were at meat. The 
ardour of her desire for forgiveness 
made her break through the strict con- 
ventionalities of life ; she could not wait. 
Before all the guests she washed His feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with her 
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hair; she kissed His feet, and anointed 
them with ointment Her desire for par- 
don was equalled by her wish to make 
public reparation for her public sins ; and 
so she does not seek for reconciliation in 
concealment, but allows the overflowing 
grief and love of her heart to gush forth 
in the presence of all the company. She 
stood behind, and at His feet; ashamed, 
confused,] and humbled at the thought of 
her sinful state, she shrank from looking on 
His face, and found at His sacred feet the 
proper place for her repentance. When 
conscience speaks to us, or remorse moves 
our hearts, do we seek at once to be recon- 
ciled to our Lord by the sacrament of 
Penance? Do we thus go to Him for 
pardon the moment that we find that we 
have done wrong ? Do we even make an 
act of contrition ? I will amend. Dear 
Jesus. Again; if we have given scandal 
or bad example, do we remember to make 
all fhe reparation that is in our power? 
Am I truly confused, and ashamed, and 
humbled, when I think of my many offences 
against God ? 
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III. 

Think of the words of Jesus, so full of 
kindness and tenderness towards the re- 
pentant Magdalen. There is not one re- 
proach. Not one word to cause a painful 
feeling. On the contrary, Jesus enume- 
rates her good actions, and expresses a 
most generous appreciation of each. He 
might have recounted her sins one by one 
to show the extent of His goodness in for- 
giving her ; but this would not have been 
in accordance with His loving ways towards 
repenting sinners. He leaves out the 
balance of sin, and only reckons up the 
sum of repentant acts. How sweetly the 
character of our Lord comes out in all 
this touching scene ! Sinners have here 
a great encouragement. Weak, foolish, 
wicked as we may be, Jesus is ever ready 
to forgive, the moment that we repent. 
His Church is like Him in this ; and all 
true Christian hearts will welcome and 
cherish the poor soul that has gone astray, 
but now returns to God’s grace by sincere 
repentance. Let me learn to love Jesus 

13—3 



Digitized by Google 




150 Lenten Thoughts . 

more and more for His goodness. Let me 
also resolve to endeavour more and more 
to have zeal for the salvation of souls, and 
in all my dealings with persons who have 
committed faults, to imitate the conduct of 
my Dear Lord. 

Oh Jesus! Model of innocence! Give 
me the grace of sincere’ repentance. Let 
no consideration of human respect, or any 
other feeling, cause me to delay when I 
know that I have sinned. I resolve, O 
Lord, by Thy grace, to repent at once, 
and to confess my sins with love, humility, 
and sorrow. Give me also the great grace 
which shall teach me how to deal with 
those who have done wrong. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 

FRIDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — yohn xi. 47—54. 

Imagine you see Jesus avoiding the 
Jews, and going with His disciples to 
Ephrem because they sought to kill Him. 



I. 

Consider the wickedness of the chief 
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priests and Pharisees, who assembled to- 
gether in council against Jesus. To us it 
sounds terrible to say against Jesus, and 
yet, how much is done every day against 
Him! And by persons who call them- 
selves Christians ! All that is done against 
the law of God, and against His will, is 
against Jesus. Every time that we break 
a commandment ; every time that we 
commit a sin, we conspire with the devil 
against Jesus. All the uncharitableness or 
injustice that we exhibit towards our 
neighbour is against Jesus. Whenever 
we scandalize anyone, and lead another 
into sin, it is all against Jesus. The neg- 
lect of parents with regard to their child- 
ren, of superiors with respect to those 
placed under them, is against Him. The 
omission or disregard of the special duties 
of our state of life ; the taking advantage 
of any position to oppress or injure others, 
is against Him. The making use of our 
talents to the injury of the faith or morals 
of others, by speaking, by writing, by the 
press, or by any other means, is all against 
Him. If those who are comparatively rich 
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despise or neglect the poor, it is being 
against Jesus. The" refusal to observe, or 
the wilful omission to obey the command- 
ments of the Church, is against Him. All 
the wild clamour of the world against the 
Church of Christ, and against His Vicar, is 
against Him. All the attacks made upon 
the Catholic Faith are against Him. How 
much has His Dear Sacred Heart to bear! 
Let me examine, and see how much of all 
this can be laid to my charge. 

II. 

The chief priests of the Jews and the 
Pharisees conspired against our Lord for a 
temporal consideration. They said, “ If we 
let Him alone so, all men will believe in 
Him, and the Romans will come and take 
away our place and nation.” Their opposi- 
tion to Jesus in this instance arose from a 
mere worldly policy. They cared not if His 
doctrine were true or not ; all they thought 
of was the stability of their nation ; and 
because they were in dread of the power of 
Rome, they determined to seek the des- 
truction of Him who came to preach the 
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truth to the world. Has this no analogy 
in the public history of our own times ? 
Has it no counterpart in the private history 
of our own souls ? For what are we ready 
to go against Jesus ? Is it for some higher 
good ? No ; for we know that there is no- 
thing higher or better ; but we sacrifice 
Him and His interest to the lowest and 
most miserable considerations. We give 
Him up ; we commit sin, for the sake of the 
world and its pride, and vanity, and empty 
glory. We commit sin to gratify the whim 
of a moment, or to satisfy the ambition of 
a life. We commit sin for a momentary 
delight, or for a hateful passion. Let me 
consider the wretched inducements that 
have led me to commit sin of whatever na- 
ture it may be, and see what part I have 
had in the mental sufferings of our Lord, 
when He went to the borders of the desert 
on account of His cruel persecution by the 
Jews. 



III. 

It was the goodness and the power of 
Jesus which raised up such bitter enemies 
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against Him. “ This man doth many mi- 
racles, ’’ they exclaimed. What were the 
miracles of Jesus ? Curing the sick, the 
lame, and the blind ; raising the dead to 
life; changing water into wine, lest the 
friendly conviviality of a marriage feast 
should be spoiled ; all indicative of His 
intense goodness and charity. Does this 
apply at all to me ? Am I ever against 
Him on account of His goodness and power? 
Ah ! yes ; for were it not for that infinite 
goodness of His, I should not have the 
chance of sinning twice. If I had my de- 
serts, I should have died after my first sin. 
It is precisely because I know His goodness 
and have had experience of His power in 
preserving my life, that I have ever dared 
to sin. In another way I may have gone 
against , Him for His goodness, if I have 
ever been jealous or envious of the spiritual 
or temporal good of others ; if I have ever 
felt a certain rancour against others who 
were better than myself, and if, in conse- 
quence of their good acts or pious practices, 
I have had a sort of malicious pleasure in 
running them down or in ridiculing them. 
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Such things are not uncommon, however 
much they may seem to be against our moral 
sense ; let me therefore examine myself on 
these points, and correct whatever may be 
amiss. 

Oh ! Jesus, I compassionate Thee in all 
the sufferings of Thy Sacred Heart and 
Mind, particularly those which have the 
peculiar malice of being inflicted for Thy 
goodness. I have sinned, as Thou knowest, 
my dear and loving Lord, but, by Thy 
grace, I will do better in future. Pater, 
Ave, Gloria. 

SATURDAY IN PASSION WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — John xii. 10 — 36. 

See our Blessed Lord brought in triumph 
to Jerusalem ; look upon Him, and learn 
the feelings of His heart ; study them and 
the other lessons to be derived from the 
gospel of to-day. 

I. 

The envy of the chief priests of the Jews 
was so great that they sought to kill not 
only our Dear Lord, but also Lazarus His 
friend, whom He had raised from the dead. 
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What a different sentiment was excited in 
the multitude ! For the Evangelist tells us 
that it was on account of the fame of this 
miracle that the people went forth to meet 
Jesus. We, as members of the true Church 
of Christ, profess to be His friends. He 
has certainly chosen us to be so, as much 
as He chose Lazarus, and if we are not His 
friends it is our own fault. Since we profess 
to be the especial friends of Jesus, we must 
not be surprised or downcast if the world 
ill-treat us on account of our religion. This 
very ill-treatment should be a source of 
consolation to us, since, among others, it is 
one proof of the truth of our faith, and it 
moreover makes us more like our Divine 
Master. We can better sympathise with 
His sufferings when we have to suffer some- 
thing for His sake. Again, it should con- 
sole us to know that the very things which 
are seized upon as pretexts for the world to 
hate us, are a source of attraction to the 
Faith to many others, just as the resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus acted in opposite ways with 
the Jews. It made some desire to kill 
Lazarus as well as Jesus, while it led others 
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to meet Jesus and to sing, “ Hosanna! 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord, the King of Israel/* 



II. 

Consider our Dear Lord arriving at the 
descent of Mount Olivet, and see how mul- 
titudes of the people meet Him ; they tear 
branches from the palm trees, and wave 
them in triumph before Him, while some 
cast their garments in the way that the feet 
of the ass on which He rides may pass over 
them. Hear how they shout with joyful 
acclamation, “ Hosanna to the son of David. 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord.** Matt. xxi. 9. Join in this 
triumph with all your heart; unite with 
that multitude, and proclaim the glory of 
the son of David, the King of your heart. 
But how does Jesus act in this triumphant 
scene ? . Is He elated with joy and gratifi- 
cation ? No ; He weeps, as St. Luke tells 
us, not for Himself, but for the coming de- 
struction of His beloved Jerusalem, and for 
the sins of the people, which would draw 
upon them that destruction. Truly this is 

14 
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a moving scene ; the people shewing every 
demonstration of joy, and Jesus, the object 
of their acclamations, weeping. Cherish 
those sacred tears, and learn how much love 
there is in that dear Heart which suffered 
such intense sorrow on account of men, 
when they were in the height of exultation 
on account of Him. 



III. 

Hear how those joyful sounds are re- 
echoed by the walls of Jerusalem, which in 
so short a time were to return to Mount 
Olivet the fearful cry of “ Crucify Him.* 
How short-lived is popularity ! The idol 
of the people to-day, is to-morrow the object 
of their scorn and deadly hatred. The 
whole city is at the feet of Jesus on Mount 
Olivet, and in a very little while He will 
not have one friend near Him. Those who 
labour for popular favour will soon discover 
how fleeting and changeable it is. It can 
never confer true and lasting happiness, be- 
cause it is so liable to fluctuations. If the 
public feeling changed so entirely and so 
rapidly with regard to Jesus, we may be 
quite sure that the slightest accident will 
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turn all the favour that we may enjoy into 
the bitterness of hatred. Nothing merely 
human can give solid joy to any true 
Christian. It is God alone and the things 
of God which can give it. In what have I 
sought my happiness ? Is it in the praise 
of men’s lips ? It will vanish like smoke, 
and leave me desolate. If I have worked 
only to please men, or chiefly, or even partly 
for this end, my happiness cannot last even 
in this world. And, as for the next ! what 
will be my thoughts of mere human applause 
when I come to die ? 

Oh ! Dear Lord Jesus, give me a true 
love of Thee, so that I may be really Thy 
friend. Let me share in Thy sorrows that 
I may be more like Thee. I resolve for 
Th 3* sake to despise the favour .of the 
world, and to seek only for Thy appro- 
bation. Do Thou aid me by Thy grace. 
Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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PALM SUNDAY. 

GOSPEL. — The Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christy according to St. Matthew xxvi. 
and xxvii. 

Behold our Blessed Lord in the garden 
of Gethsemani,. overwhelmed with sorrow; 
and imagine yourself to be near, so that 
you can see Him and hear Him. 

I. 

Contemplate our Dear Lord after the 
Last Supper, during which He had foretold 
that Judas would betray Him, and had in- 
stituted that legacy of His most infinite 
love, the Holy Eucharist, descending with 
His disciples the hill side from the gate of 
Jerusalem to the little garden of Qieth- 
semani. He was accustomed to pray in 
this garden, and now He goes to it for the 
last time, knowing full well what awaits 
Him there. Yet He does not shrink as yet 
from the thought of all His coming suffer- 
ings, but with unutterable calmness pursues 
His way towards the accomplishment of 
His Father’s will, and the Redemption of 
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man. See how, after telling the rest of the 
disciples to remain at some distance, He 
takes Peter, and James, and John, the three 
who had beheld His Transfiguration, to be 
near Him, and to watch with Him. Hear 
what He says to them : “ My soul is sor- 
rowful even unto death.” Surely such sad 
words were never uttered in this world 
before or since. His sorrow is so great. 
His pain of soul is so intense, that the least 
addition to it would kill Him. It brought 
Him to the very gates of death. He 
suffered in His sacred soul all the deep 
agony of dying persons. It seemed as if 
His very soul would die, if such were pos- 
sible. See Him as He tells this so sadly 
to the three disciples ; look on His face so 
expressive of the woe of His dear soul. 

II. 

Then going a little farther, He falls upon 
His face, with all the weight of His sorrow 
upon Him, and prays to His Eternal Father. 
What is His prayer ? “ Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this chalice pass from Me. Never- 
theless, not. as I will, but as Thou wilt.” 

14—3 
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What a lesson for me ! I cannot bear the 
smallest pains and inconveniences without 
murmuring ; I who deserve so much for my 
sins! But Jesus suffers for me with an 
expression of deepest submission to His 
Father’s will. Pain and trouble often pre- 
vent me from praying or turning my heart 
to God at all ; but suffering only makes 
Jesus pray the more; “and being in an 
agony, He prayed the longer.” Luke xxii. 
43. How the agony of His soul affects His 
body ! See how the blood is pressed from 
every pore ! He writhes upon the ground 
like a crushed worm. Can this be Jesus ? 
Can this be the innocent Lamb of God ? 
Can this be He who, true God and true 
man, loves me with an eternal love ? Oh ! 
it is true ! But I fly to Thee, my Jesus, 
my Lord, Thou love of my heart ; and I 
will console Thee by never sinning more. 
There never was sorrow like unto His sor- 
row, for it was the sorrow of a whole world, 
and of all the ages of the world, that pressed 
upon Him. 
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III. 

Jesus willed, with the whole intensity of 
His will of God, to suffer ; and this made 
His sufferings infinite. But the cause of 
His suffering in the garden ? It was, in 
part, the sight which he had of all the 
other sufferings which were to come upon 
Him both in body and mind ; but still 
more, it was the close proximity to which 
He was brought with sin. He hated sin. 
He instinctively shrank from sin with such 
a sense of positive pain as when the most 
delicate nerves of our bodies are wounded ; 
and yet in His dereliction in Gethsemani, it 
seemed to Him as if He alone were guilty 
of all the sins that have been, or will be, 
committed in the world, from the sin of 
our first parents to the last sin of the 
last man. They were piled in one vast and 
nauseous heap upon Him. They clung to 
Him, and seemed to bum into His very 
soul, and to be made His and His alone. 
They formed a dark cloud about Him, 
shutting out the very heavens. His eyes 
saw nothing but sin, His ears were dinned 
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with horrid cries of sin, He felt but the 
loathsome touch of sin, He breathed the 
odious, noisome atmosphere of sin. And 
He so innocent that Heaven has nothing 
purer ! My God ! what terrible woe was 
all this to the Sacred Heart of Jesus! 
What part had I in this ? Let me try to 
pluck out from that heap my own sins. I 
begin ; but sin after sin develops itself ; 
and the more I search, the more I find, till 
the task seems almost hopeless. Still I 
will go on; I will examine my conscience, 
I will confess my sins, I will be sorry for 
them, and I will resolve never to commit 
them again. Oh ! my dear Jesus ! as Thou 
liest upon thy face in the Garden, Thou 
dost think of me as much as if I were the 
only creature of Thy hands upon the earth. 
Thou dost feel my sins individually press- 
ing upon Thee, and hurting Thy dear soul 
with unspeakable wounds. I will never 
offend Thee again. Jesus, aid me by Thy 
grace. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 
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MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — John xii. I — 9. 

Imagine Jesus in the house of Simon the 
leper at Bethania. See Lazarus and his 
sisters ; the disciples with Judas among 
them ; study the whole scene, and endea- 
vour to draw some good out of it for your- 
self. 

I. 

It is the most commonly received opinion 
that the woman, Mary, who is described to 
have anointed the feet of our Dear Lord, is 
the same Mary Magdalen who is related by 
St. Luke, chap, vii., to have performed a 
similar action at an earlier period. Thus 
this is the second time that she comes with 
a public manifestation of her great love for 
Jesus, and it is worthy of remark that St. 
Matthew, chap, xxvi., tells us that she 
anointed His head. The first time it was 
only His feet, as most fitting to Mary when 
repenting ; now His head also, as the effect 
of the love of Mary sanctified. Thus love 
and humility are very conspicuous in the 
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conduct of Mary ; and indeed, they may be 
said to contain the sum and substance of 
our duty to our Dear Lord. We cannot 
love Him as we ought without having faith 
and hope in Him, and Without keeping His 
commandments ; and we cannot have true 
humility without a sense of our own help- 
lessness without Him, and sincere sorrow 
for our offences. Is the love that I have 
for Jesus solidly grounded upon true charity 
and humility ? Let me be careful that my 
devotion is not merely sentimental or emo- 
tional, and that it has a true foundation. In 
order to discover this, let me examine and 
see if I am good only by fits and starts ; if 
I am pious and virtuous only when piety 
and virtue happen to fall in with my own 
humour ; or if I am steadily and persever- 
ingly good and religious in spite of dryness 
of spirit, disinclination of mind, or outward 
•distractions and temptations. If I find that 
my examination is against me, I will set to 
work at once to correct my fault. 



II. 

Consider how, in the midst of the conso- 
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lation which Jesus derived from the pious 
act of Mary Magdalen, His blessed soul 
was pained by hearing one of His own 
Apostles blaming the manifestation of her 
piety. How harshly the rude objection of 
Judas must have jarred against His tender 
heart ! How chillingly the cold calculation 
must have fallen upon the ears of so many 
who loved Him ! It is the fate of the truly 
pious to be misunderstood, and to meet 
with rude shocks to their feelings of devo- 
tion. Let us not be discouraged if the 
worldly-minded, or even persons whom we 
esteem as good, do not appreciate all that 
we do for God in the candid sincerity of 
our hearts. If we are truly good, we shall 
have no great idea of our own good acts ; 
and we shall moreover remember that no 
amount of the world’s disapproval will 
diminish what merit we may have in the 
sight of God. 



III. 

Judas blamed the conduct of Mary in 
pouring ointment upon the head and feet of 
Jesus, on the ground that it might have 
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been sold, and the price given to the poor. 
The gospel goes on to say : "Now he said 
this, not because he cared for the poor, but 
because he was a thief.” How infinitely 
painful it must have been to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus to hear this declaration of 
pretended solicitude for the poor, when He 
knew every thought that passed through 
the mind of the traitor Judas, and every 
motive that influenced His conduct ! It 
was His intimate knowledge of hearts and 
of, motives, His clear perception of every 
human thought, that added so much to the 
pain of Jesus Christ both before and during 
His Passion. Or rather, it was this that 
gave to all His sufferings one of those dis- 
tinctive characteristics which set them apart 
from the ordinary sufferings of men. It 
was not only words that were said, and 
actions that were done that afflicted Jesus. 
It was not merely that He perceived, as any 
man might perceive, that He was treacher- 
ously sold and delivered up, that He was 
falsely accused, that He was struck, and 
spit upon, and scourged, and crowned with 
thorns, and crucified ; but He had a clear 
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and distinct view of the hearts, and minds, 
and souls, and consciences, and thoughts, 
not only of the men who did these deeds 
upon His Sacred body, but of all men from 
the beginning to the end of time. What a 
hideous picture to be presented to the Lord 
of holiness ! I know what He saw in the 
heart of Judas ; what did He see then, and 
what does He see now, in my heart ? 

Oh! my God ! give me true love towards 
Thee, and true humility. Let me see my- 
self as Thou seest me ; and give me grace 
never to try to cover my real badness with 
a veil of hypocrisy. Dearest Lord, I re- 
solve to endeavour to make amends to 
Thee for all the bitter pain Thou didst 
endure for me, by loving Thee as much as 
I can, and by endeavouring, by a good ex- 
ample, to lead others to love Thee. Do 
Thou aid me by Thy grace. Pater, Ave, 
Gloria. 

TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK. 

GOSPEL. — The Passion of our Lord Jesus 
Christ , accordmg to St. Mark xiv., xv. 

Picture to yourself Jesus carried by the 
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rude men who had taken Him prisoner, to 
the high priest, and placed like a criminal 
before him. 



I. 

Consider Jesus in the hands of a cruel 
and remorseless mob of soldiers and other 
persons, entirely surrounded by enemies. 
Like ravenous wolves, they thirst for His 
blood. See the dark satisfaction of the 
chief priests, and the Scribes and Pharisees; 
the rudeness of the soldiers, the wild spirit 
of persecution of the lawless ruffians who 
drag Him along. Hear their loud cries, 
and the injurious words and insults that 
are heaped upon this innocent Lamb of 
God. It is our Father, our Brother, our 
most faithful and loving Friend who is 
thus hurried before the judgment seat, with 
such a terrible array of enemies around 
Him. It is the eternal Word made flesh 
who is thus treated as the vilest malefactor. 
It is the everlasting Son of God who came 
down from heaven to bleed, and to die, in 
order to save the very men who clamour 
for His punishment and death. Before the 
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high priest He, true God as well as true 
man, is accused of blasphemy ! Witness 
after witness is brought against Him, and 
there is not one to speak in His favour, 
though the witnesses were false, and their 
testimony did not agree. His disciples had 
fled. But Peter and another disciple fol- 
lowed Him, not daring to be with Him 
and known as His, but appearing as if 
drawn by curiosity, and indifferent to His 
fate. Think of Him in such terrible deser- 
tion, and unite your heart with His. 



II. 

Jesus, so solitary and friendless, calls for 
all our compassion ; for what mental pain 
can be greater than that of suddenly find- 
ing oneself without a single friend, and sur- 
rounded by all the enmity that envy and 
malice can bring? But this is not all. 
When the high priest exclaimed that He 
had blasphemed, they began to spit upon 
Hiip ; they covered His eyes, and struck 
Him, and in irony bade Him tell who it 
was that had done the infamous deed. 
Who can tell what consolation it would 
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have afforded Jesus if some friendly voice 
had whispered a word of comfort to His 
poor wounded heart? If He could have 
seen some well-known face looking upon 
Him with a kindly and affectionate glance? 
Is there not one to give Him a reassuring 
pressure of the hand ? Not one ! But 
hark! There is at last the voice of one 
whom He knows and loves full well — one 
who has said that though he should die 
with Him, he never would deny Him. May 
we not hope for some comfort for Him 
now ? Vain hope ! Peter denies Him ; 
nay, curses and swears that he does not 
know Him. Can it be possible, my Jesus ! 
that it has come to this ? Is this all that 
Thou hearest from Thy chosen Apostle ? 

III. 

When Jesus heard Peter deny Him, and 
even curse and swear that he knew Him 
not, He did not reproach the apostle, but 
St. Luke tells us, in a few moving words, 
that “ the Lord, turning, looked on Peter.” 
This was sufficient to strike remorse into 
Peter’s heart ; he remembered what Jesus 
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had said to him before, and “going out, 
wept bitterly.” Imagine that look of Jesus, 
so full of plaintive tenderness and love. 
How the sight of that sad, pale, bruised, 
and disfigured face affected the poor 
^apostle! Let me reflect on all the share 
I had in this painful scene by my sins, 
which were present to the mind of Jesus by 
His foreknowledge. Let me also think 
how I may show my sympathy with Him, 
and obtain grace for myself, by making use 
of opportunities of imitating Him. It is 
very painful to me when I know that people 
are ashamed of being acquainted with me ; 
when I know that they have spoken slight- 
ingly or insolently about me ; when any 
one whom I love, and have favoured, and 
have looked upon as a friend, talks against 
me behind my back. It is a terrible shock 
to find suddenly that one whom I have 
trusted acts in such a way as to forfeit my 
confidence, because he finds that others are 
against me. It is perhaps still harder when 
I accidentally overhear my trusted friend 
speaking ill of me with words of contempt 
or insult, when he ought to defend me, 
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My heart and feelings are deeply wounded ; 
yet perhaps I really deserve it. Jesus did 
not deserve it ; yet He was patient and 
kind. Have I been so under such circum- 
stances ? Have I thought of offering up 
such injuries to Him in reparation for my 
share in His sufferings, and in affectionate 
sympathy with Him ? 

Oh ! my Dear Lord Jesus ! I unite my 
heart with Thine in Thy most bitter deser- 
tion by Thy friends ; I will try to comfort 
Thee by my faithful attachment to Thee. 
Oh, give me grace to bear all injuries, espe- 
cially those which come from such as ought 
to be my friends, with charity and with 
resignation. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christy ac- 
cording to St. Luke xxii., xxiii. 

See our Dear Lord Jesus, loaded with a 
heavy cross, toiling along the pathway to- 
wards Calvary. He meets a number of 
* people, and of women, who bewail His fate. 
Look upon Him and hear His words. 
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I. 

I imagine myself near the walls of Jeru- 
salem ; my heart loves Jesus ; I know par- 
tially what is going on in the city ; I hear 
horrible cries which are echoed through the 
streets, and are re-echoed by the height of 
Calvary. I listen, and I hear the feaiful 
words, “ Crucify Him ! crucify Him !” Is it 
Jesus whom they would crucify ? No; it must 
be Barabbas, the rebel and the murderer. 
I hear his name : Barabbas ! Barabbas ! 
Surely they are leading him to execution, 
and the sweet, pure, innocent Lamb of God, 
so guiltless and so patient, is released ! 
The procession leaves the city walls, and 
what do I see ? Surrounded by soldiers, by 
rough and cruel men who strike Him and 
urge Him onward, carrying upon his poor 
bruised shoulders a rude, heavy cross, well- 
nigh sinking beneath the burden, is my 
Brother, my Friend, my Father, my Saviour, 
my God ! A crown of thorns is upon His 
brow, and the blood streams down His 
sacred cheeks, mixed with tears. Was ever 
sight more piteous ? Who has done this, 
O Jesus ? I, I have done it by my sins ! 
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Oh ! woe is me, that ever I should have 
sinned ! 

II. 

But who are these who meet Him on 
the way to Calvary ? “ A great multitude 

of people, and of women who bewailed and 
lamented Him.” I hear their sobs and woful 
sighs. God bless those faithful hearts. I 
hear their cries, and feel how all their lamen- 
tation goes straight to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus. This sad sorrowing is even a cheer- 
ful sound amid the curses, and blasphemies, 
and injuries of every kind that are heaped 
upon Him ! Oh ! good, kind hearts ! weep 
on for Jesus. I would that my hard and 
dry heart could weep with yours. Why do 
I not shed tears of blood for Him, my 
love, my only good ? He speaks ! The 
sweet victim led to the slaughter speaks ! 
“ Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for 
me.” Oh ! dear words ! Oh ! loving heart 
of Jesus ! Thou hast annihilated Thyself, 
and Thou seemest to forget Thyself. “ Not 
for me.” “Let me suffer all. I am willing. 
I came into the world to suffer. Do not 
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weep for me!' Oh, Jesus ! Thou wilt break 
my heart if Thou speakest thus. Why 
should I not weep for Thee ? Why may I 
not lament Thy bitter pains ? 

III. 

“Weep not for me, but for yourselves 
and for your children/* Ah! here is the 
key to all. It is Thy love for us which 
makes Thee forget Thyself. “Weep for 
yourselves/* Oh! the unselfish heart of 
Jesus, which in the midst of its pains, 
thinks only of the children of men, and of 
the punishments which will fall upon them ! 
How unlike Jesus I am, while I profess to 
follow Him, and to have Him for my only 
guide. Whatever I suffer, I suffer justly, 
because I deserve it, and because it is 
God*s will. And yet, although I know 
this, I murmur, and want all men to sym- 
pathize with me. I do not think of suffering 
for Jesus* sake; still less of enduring any- 
thing for other men. Yet Jesus bore all 
for us, and would not have those good 
women to weep for Him. He thought of 
them and their children, and forgot Himself. 
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Oh ! Jesus my Lord, the love of my 
heart, I sympathize with Thee, and love 
Thee. And I resolve that, by Thy grace, 
I will bear patiently all crosses and trials 
for Thy sweet sake, and that for the love 
of Thee, I will think more of my neigh- 
bour’s sufferings and misfortunes than of 
my own. Give me grace to be unselfish. 
Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY. 

GOSPEL. — John xiii. I — 15. 

Picture to yourself Jesus Christ, with 
sweet humility, passing from Apostle to 
Apostle after the Last Supper, and washing 
their feet. 



I. 

Consider the words of the Gospel which 
tell us that “Jesus knowing that His hour 
was come, that He should pass out of this 
world to the Father; having loved His own 
who were in the world, He loved them 
even to the end.” Jesus knew perfectly 
that the time of His sufferings and death 
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was at hand. The whole future was dis- 
tinctly before His mind; all the pains and 
insults He was to endure in soul and body; 
all the terrible crimes that in the next few 
hours would be committed against the 
eternal Majesty of Heaven. He not only 
knew that He was to die upon the cross, 
but also that He would rise again triumph- 
antly from the dead, and that, by a glorious 
Ascension, He would go up to Heaven, and 
sit at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. Knowing that he was thus 
drawing towards the time of His departure 
from the world, He wished to give to His 
Apostles a lesson on the preparation for 
their own departure, and, through His 
Apostles, an example to all Christians. 
And so He makes a manifestation of the 
two great virtues of Charity and Humility • 
of highest Charity in the establishment of 
the Holy Eucharist, and of Humility in 
washing the feet of the Apostles. As we 
advance in life, and inevitably draw nearer 
to the time of our departure from the 
world, do we increase in these sublime 
virtues ? Let me examine and see if my 
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love of God and of my neighbour in God- 
and for God is greater now than formerly ? 
Do I constantly keep before my eyes the 
great fact that I am to die soon; and in 
contemplation of this certain fact, am I 
careful to keep my soul in such a condition 
that it is fit to go to the Father, to pass 
clearly through the awful judgment, and to 
enjoy the love of God, and the happiness 
of Heaven for ever? Is it my constant 
occupation to enrich my soul with the 
virtues of Charity and Humility ? 



II. 

Having loved His own . . . He loved 
them to the end.” There is no cessation 
of His love. He went on ever loving them. 
No thought of Himself ever put the love of 
them out of His heart. All the persecu- 
tions He had to endure during His mission 
never called Him for one instant to pause 
or grow cool in His deep love. Through 
all the melancholy stages of His sacred 
Passion, His love for them burned most 
ardently in His soul. It was this very love 
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of His creatures that caused Him to pass 
through such a sea of suffering, and which 
pursued Him and surrounded Him even to 
the end, when He hung upon the cross, and 
looked forth from that tree of death upon 
the upturned faces of that fearful crowd. 
If we could see tfie Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
we should behold it beating to the end with 
the love of us; if we could feel it, we should 
find it all aglow with love. Is my conduct 
like that of Jesus? And yet He tells me 
in this gospel that His acts are my example. 
How often has it not happened to me that 
trials infinitely less than those of Jesus, 
crosses far less heavy than His, have caused 
me to grow slack in the love of God and 
my neighbour? Have I never neglected 
my duty to God or man, urging as an excuse 
for my neglect that my mind was disturbed 
or in suffering ? Is this loving God to the 
end ? Is this imitating Jesus ? 

III. 

If Jesus loved us to the end, that is even 
unto death, so that He died for the love of 
us, He also loved us to the end of love ; 
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that is, He could not love us more than 
He did. He loved us to the perfection of 
love. His love is so great that there can 
be no greater love. There is nothing 
wanting to His love ; it cannot go farther ; 
it cannot by any possibility be added to, 
because it is infinite. It has no bounds, 
and fills up all God’s immeasurable power 
of loving. Then, besides loving us as God, 
He loves us with all the immense love of 
His entirely perfect and pure human nature. 
What a return of love does this demand 
from me ! 

Jesus, my loving Lord and Saviour, who 
hast told us that men should know that we 
are Thy disciples if we love one another, 
give me grace to increase hourly in the love 
of Thee above all things, and of my neigh- 
bour as myself. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 

GOOD FRIDAY. 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christy 
according to St. JoJm xviii. and xix. 

Throw yourself in spirit at the foot of 
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the Cross on Mount Calvary, and contem- 
plate Jesus dying for the love of you. 

I. 

The foot of the Cross is the fitting place 
for a Christian soul, for where its love is 
there it ought to be. And the truth of 
love is tested when the object of it is in 
suffering or disgrace. What should I have 
done, and where should I have been, if I 
were one of the friends of Jesus at that 
terrible time ? Should I have had the 
courage to face the obloquy which attended 
Him, and which was reflected upon His 
friends ? Should I have dared, when so 
many fled away, to have remained with 
Him, and to have expressed my sympathy 
and my undying affection for Him ? If I 
consider my conduct, I can scarcely con- 
clude that I should have been more coura- 
geous than the disciples. I am so often 
deterred from .my duty by what the world 
says, and I think so much of the opinion 
of others, especially of those whom my 
cool reason tells me are unworthy of being 
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considered. Do I not dread to go against 
the indifferent and the bad, more than I 
respect the opinions and follow the advice 
of the good and virtuous ? Let me con- 
ceive a just indignation against myself for 
my cowardice and want of principle. I 
will ever keep the sight of Jesus crucified 
before my eyes, that I may never be ashamed 
of the Cross. 



II. 

If I look upon my crucified Saviour, 
what do I see ? That dear head, erewhile 
so comely and so full of heavenly beauty, 
now hanging forward, now thrown back in 
racking agony. The brow is pierced by 
long, cruel thorns ; the fair hair matted 
with blood. Those eyes whose glance was 
love, and purity, and blessing, are heavy 
with fever pains, blinded with streams of 
blood, glazed with coming death. Those 
lips that have spoken words of salvation, 
and truth, and healing of soul and body, 
are parched and cracked with unbearable 
thirst. Those hands whose touch had 
cured the blind, and raised the dead to 
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life, are nailed outstretched upon the cross. 
Those blessed feet which sanctified the 
earth they trod upon, which had borne 
Him in His journeys through the land 
when He went about doing good, transfixed 
with horrid nails, are fastened to the cross. 
The whole of that weary, wounded body 
hangs heavily by those hands and feet ; and 
all the while His sacred, priceless blood falls 
drop by drop upon the ground. What pangs 
shoot through the tender flesh of the most 
perfect and sensitive body that] ever was 
created! What a death-bed is this for 
Jesus, the Son of God, the love of my 
heart ! 



III. 

There was a tenderness in the heart of 
Jesus, which all His pains could not sup- 
press, and in the midst of His most bitter 
agony and dying, a manifestation of it was 
called forth by the sight of His Mother 
and the Disciple “whom He loved.” 
Whether Her face was turned towards 
Him in bitter grief, or hidden in speech- 
less woe, the sight of Her, to whom He 
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was such a perfect son, and the knowledge 
of Her intense suffering was a most bitter 
drop in the chalice of His affliction. How 
those two hearts must have spoken to each 
other in that moment! What thoughts 
must have flown from the Cross to Mary, 
and from Mary to the Cross ! Mother and 
Son thus silently communing at such a 
death-bed ! But Jesus speaks ; and He 
gives her to St. John, and St John to 
her, to be as mother and son to one 
another. Spiritual writers tell us that by 
this act He gave her to us all, and all of 
us to her. We are the legacy that He left 
to her at this supreme moment. She will 
never forget it. Let us remember it, and 
endeavour to requite this tenderness of the 
Sacred Heart, by loving her whom He 
gave to us, and through devotion to her, 
by being brought nearer to Him, even 
though we have to go with her to the 
very foot of the Cross. 

Oh! my Lord Jesus Christ, who hast 
redeemed me by Thy precious blood, give 
me grace ever to adhere to Thee, and to 
Thy law, and to Thy love, whatever pains 
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of soul or body I may have to endure. 
Give me a great love of Thy sacred Passion, 
a longing desire ever to be with Thee ; and 
as a means to this let me always cherish a 
deep love and devotion to Thy Blessed 
Mother and mine. Pater, Ave, Gloria. 



THE END. 



R. -VrASHBOURim, 18 , PATERNOSTER ROW. 
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New Books. 

Comedy of Convocation in the English Church. 
Edited by Archdeacon Chasuble, D.D. 8vo. 

2S. 6d. 

The Threshold of the Catholic Church.’^ By the Rev. 
J. B. Bagshawe, with a Preface by Mgr. Capel. 
Crown" 8vo. 3s. 6d. In the Press . 

Sweetness of Holy Living ; or Honey culled from the 
Flower Garden of S. Francis of Sales. Gilt, is. 
Whence does the Monarch get his right to rule. By 
the Rev. T. H. Laing, D.D. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
Catholic Calendar and Guide to the Services of the 
Church. 1873 ; price 4d. 

The Life of Our Lady in Verse. Edited from the 
Original MSS. By C. E. Tame, being Vol. ii. of 
“ Early English Literature/' Cloth, red edges, 
2S. ( See page 15.) 

The Confessional Unmasked ; or the Revelations. A 
Farce in Two Acts. Adapted from “Shandy 
Maguire,” by San Columbano. is. 

The Reverse of the Medal. # A Drama in Four Acts, 
for young ladies. Translated from the French. 6d. 
Emscliff Hall: or, Two Days Spent with a Great- 
Aunt. A Drama in Three Acts, for young ladies. 
Translated from the French. 6d. 

Filiola. A Drama in Four Acts, for young ladies 
Translated from the FrencBpo 6d. 




2 A*. Washbournis Catalogue . 

Washboume’s Edition of the “ Garden of the Soul,” 
in medium-sized type. Embossed is. ; with clasp, 
is. 6d.; with Epistles and Gospels, is. 6d.; with 
clasp 2S. French morocco, 2s. ; with clasp, 2s. 
6d. ; with Epistles and Gospels, 2s. 6d. ; with 
clasp, 3s. French morocco extra gilt, 2s. 6d. ; 
with clasp, 3s.; with Epistles and Gospels, 3s, 
with clasp, 3s. 6d. Calf or morocco, 4s.; with 
rims and clasp, 5s. 6d. Calf or morocco extra, 5s. ; 
with rims and clasp, 6s. 6d. Velvet, with rims and 
clasp, 3 s. and 10s. 6d. Russia, antique, with clasp, 
12s. 6d. Ivory, 15s. and 21s. The above can be 
had with Epistles and Gospels, 6d. extra. 

The Epistles and Gospels in cloth, 6d. 

“ This is one of the best editions we have seen of one of the best 
of all our Prayer Books. It is well printed in clear large type, on 
good paper.” — Catholic Opinion. “A very complete arrangement 
of this which is emphatically] the Prayer Book of every Catholic 
household. It is as cheap as it is good, and we heartily recommend 
it.” — Universe. 

“Two striking features are the admirable order displayed through- 
out the book and the insertion of the Indulgences, in small type 
above Indulgenced Prayers. In the Devotions for Mass the editor 
has, with great discrimination, drawn largely on the Church’s prayers, 
as given us in the Missal.” — Weekly Register. 

Contemplations on the Most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar, drawn from the Sacred Scriptures. i8mo. 
cloth 2 s. ; cloth extra, red edges, 2s. 6d. 

“ This is a welcome addition to our books of Scriptural devotion. 
It contains thirty-four excellent subjects of reflection before the 
Blessed Sacrament, or for making a spiritual visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament at home ; for the use of the sick. The contemplations 
are full of solid piety, and calculated to excite and increase true 
devotion to our Lord in the Tabernacle.” — Dublin Review. 

Life of Our Lord Commemorated in the Mass; a 
Method of Assisting at the Holy Sacrifice. By. 
Edward G. Bagshawe, Priest of the Oratory of St 
Philip Neri. 321110. 3d.; clothed.; roan, is.; 
French morocco, is. 6d. ; calf or morocco, 2s. 6d; 

“ In following and uniting with the Priest as he recites the prayers 
of the Missal, Fr. Bagshawe’s ‘ Life of our Lord ' will prove a great 
help.” — Tablet. 
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Men and Women of the English Reformation, from 
the days of Wolsey to the death of Cranmer. By 
S. H. Burke. 2 vols. crown 8vo., 13s. 

“ It contains a great amount of curious and useful information, 
gathered together with evident care.” — Dublin Review. “In- 
teresting and valuable. The author has hit on the true way of 
writing history attractively, by making it a series of biographies con- 
nected together and mutually interdependent.” — Tablet. “The 

author produces evidence that cannot be gainsayed.” — Universe. 

“ Full of interest, and very temperately written.” — Church Review. 
“ Able, fairly impartial, and likely to be of considerable value to the 
student of history. Replete with information.” — Church Times. 
“ The book supplies many hitherto unknown facts of the times of 
which it is a history.” — Church Opinion. “A clever and well- 
written historical statement of facts concerning the chief actors of our 
so-called Reformation.” — The Month. “Ought to find, as it de- 
serves, many readers.” — Weekly Register. “Its author gives us the 
honest truth, relies upon none but the most authentic documents.’ 
— Belfast Northern Star. “Mr. Burke’s enthralling Biographical 
Dictionary.” — Illustrated Review. “It is, in truth, the only dis- 
passionate record of a much contested epoch we have ever read.” 
— Cosmopolitan. “It is very interesting, and though written in the 
Roman interest, it seems on the whole fair and tolerably trustworthy.” 
Church Times. “It is so forcibly, but truthfully written, that it 
should be in the hands of every seeker after truth.” — Catholic 
Opinion. — “On all hands admitted to be one of the most valuable 
historical works ever published.” — Nation. “ The secret in the art 
of writing of historical events has been recognised and acted upon 
in so masterly a manner as to render this book as pleasant reading 
as the most sensational novel, while it is much more instmctive than 
ordinary histories, and so accurate and far-reaching in its research 
as to defy cavillers.” — Drawing Room Gazette. 

Conversion of the Teutonic Race. By Mrs. Hope. 
Edited by the Rev. Fr. Dalgaims. 2 vols. Crown 
8vo. 12s. 

I. Conversion of the Franks and the English. 6s. 

II. St. Boniface and the Conversion of Germany. 6s. 
Margarethe Verflassen. A Picture from the Catholic 
Church. Translated from the German by Mrs. 
Smith Sligo. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. ; gilt, 3s. 6d. 

Chats about the Rosary : or, Aunt Margaret’s Little 
Neighbours. By Skelton Yorke. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 
Maxims of the Kingdom of Heaven. New and en- 
larged Edition. 5 s. 
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Following of Christ. Small pocket edition, with 
initial letters (old style), is. ; roan, 2s. ; French 
morocco, 2s. 6d. ; calf or morocco, 4s. 6d. 

Manual of Catholic Piety. A Selection of Fervent 
Prayers, Pious Reflections and Solid Instructions 
adapted to every state of life. Green border 
edition. French mor., 3s. 6d. ; calf or mor., 5s. 

Sancti Alphonsi Doctoris Officium Parvum — Novena 
and Little Office in honour of St. Alphonsus 
Liguori. Fcap. 8vo. is. ; cloth, 2s. ; cloth be- 
villed, red edges, 3s. 

Devotion to Our Lady in North America. By the 
Rev. Xavier Donald Macleod. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Diary of a Confessor of the Faith. i2mo. is. 



Religious Reading. 



Complete Works of Saint Johp of the Cross. Trans- 
lated from the original Spanish by David Lewis, 
Esq., M.A. 2 vols. 8vo. 28s. 

Meditations of the Veni Sancte Spiritus. is. 

Louise Lateau, the Ecstatica of Bois d’Haine. Her 
Life, Stigmata, and Ecstacies. By Dr. Lefebvre. 
Translated from the French by T. S. Shepard. 
Fcap. 8vo. 2S. Cheap edition, 6d. 

Spiritual Works of Louis of Blois, Abbot of Liesse. 
Edited by the Rev. John Edward Bowden, Priest 
of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri. Fcap. 8vo. 
3s. 6d ; red edges, 4s. 



“No more important or welcome addition could have been made 
to our English ascetical literature than this little book. The writings 
of Blosius are especially suited for popular reading. It is a model 
of good translation. Conscientiously faithful to the original, it is at 
the same time excellent English. The translator has succeeded even 
in transferring the sweet, earnest style of the author into our own 
language, without any trace of I .atinism .” — Dublin Review. “ This 
handy little volume will certainly become a favourite. We do not 
hesitate, therefore, strongly to recommend these well-chosen selec- 
fl° rks of .. the S reat spiritual writer of Blois.”— Tablet. 

***** •' ofmed,- 
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Heaven Opened by the Practice of Frequent Confes- 
sion and Communion. By M. l’Abb^ Favre. 
Translated from the French, carefully revised by 
a Father of the Society of J esus. Second Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. ; red edges, 4s. 

"This beautiful little book of devotion. We may recommend it 
to the clergy as well as to the laity.” — Tablet. " The treatment of 
the subject is so clear as to be intelligible to all, whilst the simplicity 
and methodical arrangement of its contents are beyond all praise. 
It is filled with quotations from the Holy Scriptures, the Fathers, and 
the Councils of the Church, and thus will be found of material 
assistance to the clergy, as a storehouse of doctrinal and ascetical 
authorities on the two great sacraments of Holy Eucharist and 
Penance.” — Weekly Register. "A work on the most important 
subject of Christian faith and practice.” — Church Herald. 

One Hundred Pious Reflections. Extracted from 
Alban Butler’s “Lives of the Saints.” i8mo. 
cloth, red edges, 2s. ; cheap edition, is. 

"A happy idea. The author of ‘ The Lives of the Saints ’ had a 
way of breathing into his language the unction and force which 
carries the truth of the Gospel into the heart. As to commending 
the little work, though the name of Alban Butler commends itself, 
yet I shall not fail to draw attention to the usefulness of this selec- 
tion.” — Letter to the Editor from The Right Rev. Dr. Ulla- 
thorne, Bishop of Birmingham. " Well selected, sufficiently 
short, and printed in good bold type.” — Tablet. “ Nothing could be 
better. Good, sound practical reflections.” — Church Herald. 

Following of Christ. Small pocket edition, with initial 
letters (old style), is.; roan, 2s; French mo- 
rocco, 2s. 6d. ; calf or morocco, 4s. 6d. 

The Book of Perpetual Adoration ; or, the Love of 
Jesus in the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 
By Mgr. Boudon. Edited by the Rev. J. Red- 
man, D.D. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. In the Press. 
Cistercian Order : its Mission and Spirit. Comprising 
the Life of S. Robert of Newminster, and the Life 
of S. Robert of Knaresborough. By the author 
of “ Cistercian Legends.” Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
The Monitor of the Association of Prayer. Monthly, 
id. Subscription is. 6d. a year, post free. No- 
tices, 6s. 1000. Prints, 7s. 6d. 1000. Zelator’s 
Cards, 10s. 1000. 
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Cistercian Legends of the 13th Century. Translated 
from the Latin by the Rev. Henry Collins. 3s. 

“ A number of interesting records of Cistercian sanctity and clois- 
tral experience, which remind us forcibly of the illustrations in the 
* Christian Perfection of Rodriguez.’ ” — Dublin Review. 1 ' A casquet 
of jewels. We commend them to all our readers, and most of all to 
Religious.” — Weekly Register, “Most beautiful legends, full of 
deep spiritual reading.” — Tablet. “ Well translated, and beautifully 
got up.” — Month. “A compilation of anecdotes, full of heavenly 
wisdom.” — Catholic Opinion. 

Holy Readings. Short Selections from well-known 
Authors. By J. R. Digby-Beste, Esq. 32010. 
cloth, 2s. ; cloth, red edges, 2s. 6d. ; roan, 3s. ; 
morocco, 6s. [See “ Catholic Hours,” p. 16.] 
Conversion of the Teutonic Race. By Mrs. Hope, 
author of “ Early Martyrs.” Edited by the Rev. 
Father Dalgaims. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. 12s. 

I. Conversion of the Franks and the English, 6s. 

II. S. Boniface and the Conversion of Germany, 6s. 

“ It is good in itself, possessing considerable literary merit ; it fills 
up a blank, which has never yet been occupied, to the generality of 
readers ; and lastly, and beyond all, it forms one of the few Catholic 
books brought out in this country which are not translations or 
adaptations.” — Dublin Review. “ It is a great thing to find a writer 
of a book of this class so clearly grasping, and so boldly setting forth 
truths, which, familiar as they are to scholars, are still utterly unknown 
— or, worse than unknown, utterly misconceived — by most of the 
writers of our smaller literature.” — Saturday Review. “It bids fair 
to be a very valuable book .... Mrs. Hope has compiled an 
original history, which gives constant evidence of great erudition, 
and sound historical judgment. The latter part of the volume, 
which gives us a capital sketch of the first Christian centuries of our 
own race, has a special claim on our attention, and the subject is well 
arranged. We trust to see the work become very popular."— 
Month. “This is a most taking book: it is solid history and 
romance in one.” — Catholic Opinion. “It is carefully, and in 
many parts beautifully written. — Universe. 

Great Truths in Little Words. By Fr. Rawes. 6d. 
Diary of a Confessor of the Faith. i2mo. is. 

A New Miracle at Rome; through the Intercession of 
Blessed John Berchmans. 2d. 

Cure of Blindness ; through the Intercession of Our 
Lady and St. Ignatius. 2d. 
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St. Peter ; his Name and his Office as set forth in 
Holy Scripture. By T. W. Allies. Second Edi- 
tion . Revised. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

“A standard work. There is no single book in English, on the 
Catholic side, which contains the Scriptural argument about St. 
Peter and the Papacy so clearly or conclusively put." — Month. 
“ An admirable volume.” — The Universe. “ This valuable work.” 
— Weekly Register. “There is in this volume, written in a pure 
style, with a clear and logical arrangement of its arguments, much 
which will afford agreeable reading to every lover of truth and learn- 
ing.” — Belfast Weekly Observer. “A second edition, with a new 
and very touching preface. " — Dublin Review. 

Sancti Alphonsi Doctoris Officium Parvum — Novena 
and Little Office in honour of St. Alphonsus. 
Fcap. 8vo. is. ; cloth, 2s. ; cloth extra, 3s. 

“ It will be very popular amongst those who have a devotion to 
the last made Doctor of the Church. The Hymns in the English 
portion of the book are thoroughly devotional, and expressed in the 
choi cest and most poetical language.” — Weekly Register. 

Synodi Diceceseos Suthwarcensis ad ejusdem erec- 
tione anno 1850 ad finem anni 1868 habitae. 
8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d. ; 1869-70, is. 



BY THE POOR CLARES OF KENMARE. 

Daily Steps to Heaven. Fcap. 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

Jesus and Jerusalem ; or, the Way Home. A book 
for Spiritual Reading. Fcap. 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

Meditations for Advent and Easter. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

The Spouse of Christ — Vol. I. — her Privileges and her 
Duties. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. Vol. II. — her Duties 
and her Privileges. In preparation . 

The Ecclesiastical Year. Fcap. 4s. 6d. ; calf, 6s. 6d. 

Visits to the Crib, 6d. ; The Living Crib, 2d. ; How 
to Spend a Holy Lent, ^d. ; Child's Book for 
Lent, 4d. ; Little Book of the Lovers of the Heart 
of Jesus Crucified, 4d. ; Month of Reparation to 
the Heart of Love, 4d. ; Child’s Month of the 
Sacred Heart, 4d. ; Association of Our Lady of 
the Sacred Heart, 6d. 
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Annals of the Tractarian Movement, from 1842 to 
i860. By E. G. K. Browne. 2s. 6d.; cloth, 4s. 
Dr. Pusey’s Eirenicon considered in Relation to 
Catholic Unity. By H. N. Oxenham. Second 
Edition . 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

The Directorium Asceticum ; or, Guide to the Spiritual 
Life. By Scaramelli. Translated and Edited at 
St. Beuno’s College. 4 vols. crown 8vo. 24s. 
Eight Short Sermon Essays. By Dr. Redmond, is. 
Non Possumus ; or, the Temporal Sovereignty of the 
Popes. By the Rev. Father Lockhart, is. 
Secession or Schism. By Fr. Lockhart. 6d. 

Who is the Anti-Christ of Prophecy ? By the Rev. 
Fr. Lockhart, is. 

The Communion of Saints ; or, the Catholic Doctrine 
concerning and in relation to the Blessed Virgin, 
the Angels, and Saints. By the Rev. Father 
Lockhart, is . ; cloth, is. 6d. 

The Church of England and its Defenders. By the 
Rev. W. R. Bernard Brownlow. 8vo. 6d. 

How and why I became a Catholic. By the Rev. W. 
R. B. Brownlow. is. 

Nationalities. By W. Chadson. 8vo. 3d. 

The Knight of the Faith. By the Rev. Dr. Laing. 

1. A Favourite Fallacy about Private Judgment and 

Inquiry, id. 

2. Catholic not Roman Catholic. 4d. 

3. Rationale of the Mass. is. 

4. Challenge to the Churches of England, Scotland, 

and all Protestant Denominations, id. 

5. Absurd Protestant Opinions concerning Intention , 

and Spelling Book of Christian Philosophy. 4d. 

6. Whence does the Monarch get his right to rule. 

Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Professor Robertson’s Lectures on Modem History 
and Biography. Crown 8vo. cloth, 6s. 
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BY THE PASSIONIST FATHERS. 

The School of Jesus Crucified. 3s. 6d. ; morocco, 5s. 
The Manual of the Cross and Passion. 321110. 2s. 6d. 
The Manual of the Seven Dolours. 321110. is. 6d. 
The Christian Armed. 32010. is. 6d. ; mor. 3s. 6d. 
Guide to Sacred Eloquence. 2s. 



Sermon at the Month’s Mind of the Most Rev. Dr. 

Spalding, Archbishop of Baltimore, is. 

The Old Religion ; or, how shall we find Primitive 
Christianity? By Rev. Fr. Lockhart. Cr. 8vo. 5s. 
Monastic Legends. By E. G. K. Browne. 8vo. 6d. 
A Homely Discourse ; Mary Magdalen. Cr. 8vo. 6d. 



BY DR. MANNING, ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER. 

Confidence in God. Fcap. is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 
Grounds of Faith. Fcap. 8vo., is. 

Temporal Sovereignty of the Popes. Fcap. 8vo. is. 
cloth, is. 6d. 

" Religious Instruction. 

The Catechism of Christian Doctrine. Approved for 
the use of the Faithful in all the Dioceses of 



England and Wales. Large type edition, printed 
on superfine paper, in a neat wrapper, 68 pages. 
Price id. ; cloth, 2d. 

The Catechism, Illustrated with Passages from the 
Holy Scriptures. Arranged by the Rev. J. B. 
Bagshawe, with Imprimatur. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

“I believe the Catechism to be one of the best possible books of 
controversy, to those, at least, who are enquiring with a real desire 
to find the truth.” — Extract from the Preface. 

“ An excellent idea. The very thing of all others that is needed 
by many under instruction.” — Tablet. “We hope that it will pro- 
duce the desired effect upon teachers as well as learners.” — Catholic 
Opinion. “It is a book which will do incalculable good. Our 
priests will hail with pleasure so valuable a help to their weekly in- 
structions in the Catechism, while in schools its value will be equally 
recognised. ” — Weekly Register. ' ' A work of great merit. ” — Church 
Herald. “We can hardly wish for anything better, either in inten- 
tion or in performance.” — The Month. “Very valuable.” — Dublin 



Review. 
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Fleur/s Historical Catechism. Large edition, i£d. 

A First Sequel to the Catechism. By the Rev. J. 
Nary. 321110. id. 

* “ It will, recommend itself to teachers in Catholic schools as one 
peculiarly adapted to the use of such children as have mastered the 
Catechism, and yet have nothing else to fall back upon for higher 
religious instruction. It will be found a great assistance as well to 
teachers as to pupils who belong to the higher standards in our 
Catholic poor schools.” — Weekly Register. 

Dr. Butler's First Catechism, id. ; Second Catechism, 
id. ; Third Catechism, i^d. 

Dr. Doyle's Catechism, i£d. 

Lessons on the Christian Doctrine, id. 

A General Catechism of the Christian Doctrine. By 
the Right Rev. Dr. Poirier. i8mo. gd. 
Catechism made Easy. A Familiar Explanation of 
“ The Catechism of Christian Doctrine.” By the 
Rev. H. Gibson. Fcap. 8vo. cloth. Vol. I., 
3s. 6d. 

A Dogmatic Catechism. By Frassinetti. Translated 
from the original Italian by the Oblate Fathers 
of St Charles. With a Preface by His Grace 
the Archbishop of Westminster. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

“ We give a few extracts from Frassinetti’s work, as samples of 
its excellent execution.” — Dublin Review. “Needs no commenda- 
tion.” — Month. “ The Preface written by the Archbishop of West- 
minster in hearty approval, is a sufficient recommendation. It will 
be found useful not only to catechists, but also for the instruction 
of converts from the middle class of society.” — Tablet. 

The Grounds of Catholic Doctrine. By Dr. Chal- 
loner. Large type edition. i8mo. cloth, 4d. 
Protestant Principles Examined by the Written Word. 
Originally entitled, “ The Protestant's Trial by 
the Written Word.” New edition . i8mo. is. 

: * An excellent book. ” — Church News. * * A good specimen of the 
concise controversial writing of English Catholics in the early part of 
the seventeenth century.” — Catholic Opinion. ‘ • A little book which 
might be consulted profitably by any Catholic."— Church Times . 
“ A clever little manual.”— Westminster Gazette. “ A useful little 
volume.” — The Month. “An excellent little book .” — Weekly Rt' 
lister. “A well-written and well-argued treatise.” — Tablet. 
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Bible History for the use of Catholic Schools and 
Families. By the Rev. R. Gilmour. Beautifully 
Illustrated. 2s. 

Testimony '; or, the Necessity of Enquiry as to Re- 
ligion. By Henry John Pye, M.A. 4d. ; for 
distribution, 20s. a hundred ; cloth, 6d. 

“Mr. Pye is particularly plain and straightforward.” — Tablet. 
“It is calculated to do much good. We recommend it to the 
clergy, and think it a most useful work to place in the hands of all 
who are under instruction. ” — Westminster Gazette. * 1 A thoroughly 
searching little pamphlet.” — Universe. “A clever little pamphlet. 
Each point is treated briefly and clearly.’' — Catholic Opinion . 

Origin and Progress of Religious Orders, and Happi- 
ness of a Religious State. Being chiefly selections 
in English, by Patrick Mannock, from a Work 
written in Latin, by Fr. Jerome Platus, S.J., 
1632. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

“ The whole work is evidently calculated to impress any reader 
with the great advantages attached to a religious life.” — Weekly 
Register. 

Form of Association for Children of Mary in the 
World. 32mo. id. 

“Will be found very useful in Missions where the Association is 
established.” — Tablet. 

The Young Catholic’s Guide to Confession and Holy 
Communion. By Dr. Kenny. Third edition. 
Paper, 4d. ; cloth, 6d. ; cloth, red edges, 9d. 

“ Admirably suited to the purpose for which it is intended.” — 
Weekly Register. ‘ ‘ One of the best we have seen. The instructions 
are clear, pointed, and devout, and the prayers simple, well con- 
structed, and sufficiently brief. We recommend it to our readers.’ 
— Church News. 

A Rule of Life. By St. Charles Borromeo. i8mo. 6d. 
Intentions for Mass and Holy Communion. By the 
Poor Clares of Kenmare. i8mo. 2s. 6d. 
Practical Counsels for Holy Communion. By Mgr. 
deS^gur. Translated for children. 1 8 mo. cloth, 
6d. ; gilt, 8d. 

Anglican Orders. By the Very Rev. Canon Williams. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
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The Crusade, or Catholic Association for the Sup- 
pression of Drunkenness. By the Rev. Fr. 
Richardson, id. 

The Rainy Day, and Guild of Our Lady. By the 
Rev. Fr. Richardson. 2d. 

Little by Little ; or, the Penny Bank. By the Rev. 
Fr. Richardson, id. 

A Letter to George Augustus Simcox, Esq. By One 
who has lately been received into the Church. 6d. 
Rome, Purgatory, Indulgences, Idolatry, &c. By the 
Rev. Dr. Green. 8vo. 6d. 

The Rule of the Third Order of St. Francis. i8mo. is. 
The Christian Teacher. By the Ven. de la Salle, 
is. 8d. 

Christian Politeness. By the Ven. de la Salle, is. 
Duties of a Christian. By the Ven. de la Salle. 2s. 
The Monks of Iona and the Duke of Argyll. By the 
Rev. J. Stewart M‘Corry, D.D. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Auricular Confession : Dogmatical, Historical, and 
Practical. By the Rev. Dr. Melia. i8mo. is. 6d. 
Blue Scapular : Its Objects, Excellency, and Advan- 
tages. By a Catholic Priest, id. 

Lives of Saints, &c. 

Life of St. Boniface, and the Conversion of Germany. 
By Mrs. Hope. Edited, with a Preface, by the 
Rev. Father Dalgaims, Cr. 8vo. 6s. 

“Every one knows the story of S. Boniface’s martyrdom, but 
every one has not heard it so stirringly set forth as in her 22nd 
chapter by Mrs. Hope.” — Dublin Review. 

The Life of St. Francis of Assisi. Translated from 
the Italian of St. Bonaventure by Miss Lockhart. 
With a Preface by His Grace the Archbishop ot 
Westminster. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 2s. and 3s.; gilt, 4 s - 

“ It is beautifully translated.”— Catholic Opinion . “ A most in- 

teresting and instructive volume.” — Tablet. “This is a first-rate 
translation by one of the very few persons who have the art of trans- 
lating as if they were writing an original work.” — Dublin Review. . 

'ic tonal Lives of Twelve Saints. 6d.; cloth, is. 
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Life of St. Charles Borromeo. By the Rev. Father 
Richards. i8mo. 6d. 

The Glory of St. Vincent de Paul. By the Most Rev. 
Dr. Manning, Archbishop of Westminster, is. 

dr. newman’s lives of the English saints. 
Life of St. Augustine of Canterbury. i2mo. 3s. 6d. 
Life of St. German. i2mo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Life of Stephen Langton. 12 mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 



BY THE POOR CLARES OF KENMARE. 

Life and Revelations of St. Gertrude. Cr. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 
Spirit of St. Gertrude. i8mo. 2 s. 6d. 

Life of St. Aloysius. 6d. 

Life of St. Joseph, 6d. ; cloth, 9d. 

Life of St. Patrick, 6d. ; cloth, 9d. 

Life of St. Patrick. Illustrated by Doyle. 4to. 20s. 



Life of St. Patrick. i2mo. gilt, is. 

The Holy Isle ; or the Life of St. Bridget, and other 
Saints of Ireland. i2mo. gilt, is. 

Panegyric of St. Patrick. By the Rev. Dr. M'Corry. 6d. 

Insula Sanctorum : the Island of Saints. Fcap. 8vo. 
is. ; cloth, 2s. 

“ The author brings forward much historical testimony, and we 

must say that he proves his point.” — Tablet. “This spirited little 

Noli me tangere." — Dublin Review. 

Martyrdom of the Archbishop of Paris. Price 4d. 1 

Catholic Glories of the Nineteenth Century. Pius 
IX., Cardinal Wiseman, and Count de Monta- 
lembert. By G. White. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

His Holiness Pope Pius IX. : from his Birth to the 
Centenary of St. Peter, 1867. By George White. 
Cloth, red edges, is. 6d. 

His Eminence Cardinal Wiseman ; with full account 
of his Obsequies ; Funeral Oration by Archbishop 
Manning, &c. is. ; cloth, red edges, is. 6d. 
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Count de Montalembert ; his Lifejand Writings. By 
George White. 6d. 

Life of Fr. de Ravignan. Crown 8vo. 9s. ' 

Life of Mgr. Weedall. By Dr. Husenbeth. 7s. 6d. 
The Conversion of Ratisbonne. Translated from the 
French, by M. E. J. i8mo. 6d. 

Memoir of the Rt. Rev. Dr. Grant. See “The Ca- 
tholic Calendar and Church Guide for 1871." 4d. 
Life of Pope Pius IX. 6d. 

The Life of Rev. Fr. Pallotti. By the Rev. Dr. 
Melia. Crown 8vo. 4s. 

Our Lady. 

Devotion to Our Lady in North America. By the 
Rev. Xavier Donald Macleod. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

“The work of an author than whom few more gifted writers have 
ever appeared among us. It is not merely a religious work, but it has 
all the charms of an entertaining book of travels. We can hardly 
find words to express our high admiration of it ” — Weekly Register. 

The History of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God, completed by the Traditions of the East, 
the Writings of the Holy Fathers, and the Private 
History of the Hebrews. By the Abbd Orsini. 
Translated from the French by the Very Rev. 
F. C. Husenbeth, D.D. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

“A very learned and very pious work, and gathers up the ancient 
legends about our Blessed Lady in a most pleasing manner.”— 
Month. * * A really charming reproduction in an English garb of 
Orsini’s standard work. It is illustrated with many exquisite wood- 
cuts after the ancient masters. The binding is very handsome.”— 
Catholic Opinion. 

A Devout Exercise in Honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. From the Psalter and Prayers of S. 
Bonaventure. In Latin and English, with Indul- 
gences applicable to the Holy Souls. 321310. is. 
Our Blessed Lady of Lourdes. By F. C. Husenbetbf 
D.D. Fcap. 8vo. is. ; cloth, 2s. 

The Definition of the Immaculate Conception. 6d. 
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Readings for the Feasts of Our Lady, and especially 
for the Month of May. By the Rev. A. P. Bethell . 
i8mo. is. ; with Frontispiece, is. 6d. 

Simple Explanations concerning the Co-operation of 
the Most Holy Virgin in the work of Redemp- 
tion. By Pfcre Jeanjacquot. 3s. 

The Blessed Virgin’s Root traced in the Tribe of 
Ephraim. By the Rev. Dr. Laing. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

The Little Office of the Immaculate Conception. In 
Latin and English. By the Very Rev. Dr. Hu- 
senbeth. 321110. 4d. ; cloth, 6d. ; roan, is.; calf or 
morocco, 2s. 6d. 

Our Lady’s Lament, and the Lamentation of St. Mary 
Magdalene. Edited from the original MSS., &c., 
by C. E. Tame. i6mo. 2 s. 

Month of Mary for Interior Souls. By M. A. Mac- 
daniel. i8mo. 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d. 

The Child’s Month of May. By the Poor Clares of 
Kenmare. 6d. ; cloth, is. 

Visits to the Altar of Mary. By the Poor Clares of 
Kenmare. is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 

The Virgin Mary. By the Rev. Dr. Melia, P.S.M. 
8vo. ns. 3d. cash. 

Washboume’s Edition of the “ Garden of the Soul,” in 
medium-sized type (small type as a rule being 
avoided). Embossed is. ; with clasp, is. 6d. 
French morocco, 2s. ; with clasp, 2s. 6d. French 
morocco, extra gilt, 2s. 6d. ; with clasp, 3s. Calf 
or morocco, 4s. ; with rims and clasp, 5s. 6d. Calf 
or morocco extra, 5 s. ; with rims and clasp, 6s. 6d. 
Velvet, with rims and clasp, 8s. and 10s. 6d. 
Russia, antique, with clasp, 12s. 6d. Ivory, 15s. 
and 2 is. Any of the above can be had with Epis- 
tles and Gospels , 6d. extra . 

The Epistles and Gospels, in cloth, 6d. 

Digitized by Google 





1 6 K. \V asfwouriie s Catalogue. 

™~ Prayers. 

Garden of the Soul, in large type. Roan, gilt edges, 
2s. ; French morocco, 3s., clasp and rims, 4s. 6d. ; 
French morocco, antique, 3s. 6d. ; calf, 5s.; mo- 
rocco, 6s. 6d. ; roan, sprinkled edges, with Epis- 
tles and Gospels, 2 s. All the other styles with 
Epistles and Gospels, 6d. extra. 

Path to Paradise. 36 full page Illustrations. Cloth, 
3d. ; also a superior edition, with 14 more Illus- 
trations, cloth, 4d. 

The Lily of St Joseph ; a little Manual of Prayers 
and Hymns for Mass. Price 2d. ; cloth, 3d. ; or 
with gilt lettering, 4d. ; more strongly bound, 6d. ; 
or with gilt edges, 8d. ; roan, is.; French morocco, 
is. 6d. ; calf, or morocco, 2s. ; gilt, 2s. 6d. 

“It supplies a want which has long been felt ; a prayer-book for 
children, which is not a childish book, a handy book for boys and 
girls, and for men and women too, if they wish for a short, easy-to- 
read, and devotional prayer-book.” — Catholic Opinion. “A very 
complete prayer-book. It will be found very useful for children and 
for travellers. * ’ — Weekly Register. * * A neat little compilation, which 
will be specially useful to our Catholic School-children. The hymns 
it contains are some of Fr. Faber’s best.” — Universe. 

Occasional Prayers for Festivals. By Rev. T. Barge. 

32mo. 4d. and 6d. ; gilt, is. 

Illustrated Manual of Prayers. 321110., 3d. ; cloth, 4d. 
KeyofHeaven. Very large type, is. Leather 2s. 6d.gilt,3S. 
Catholic Hours : a Manual of Prayer, including Mass 
and Vespers. By J. R. Digby-Beste, Esq. 321110. 
cloth, 2s ; red edges, 2s. 6d. ; roan, 3s. ; morocco, 6s. 
Catholic Piety. 321110. 6d.; roan, gilt is. ; with Epis- 
tles and Gospels, roan, is. ; gilt, is. 6d., with 
rims and [clasp, 2s. ; imitation ivory, rims and 
clasp, 2s. 6d. ; velvet rims and clasps, 3s. 6d. 

Key of Heaven. Same size and prices. 

Manual of Prayer. A very tiny book. Roan, is. ; 
calf or morocco, 2 s. 

The Little Prayer-Book for Ordinary Catholic Devo- 
tions. Cloth, 3 d. 
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Catholic Piety, with Epistles and Gospels. Large 
32mo, French morocco, 2s. ; with clasp, 2s. 6d. ; 
extra gilt, 2s. 6d., with clasp, 3s. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus offered to the Piety of the Young 
engaged in Study. By Rev. A. Deham, S.J. 6d. 

*' It is a complete little Manual of Devotion to the Sacred Heart, 

and as such will be valued by Catholics of every age and station." — 

Tablet. 

Pleadings of the Sacred Heart. i8mo., is. 

Treasury of the Sacred Heart. With Epistles and 
Gospels. i8mo. cloth, red edges, 3s. 6d. 

Little Treasury of the Sacred Heart. 32100. cloth, 
2s. ; French morocco, 2s. 6d. 

Devotions to Sacred Heart of Jesus. By the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Milner. New Edition. To which is added 
Devotions to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
3d. ; cloth, 6d. ; gilt, is. 

An Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
By the Rev. C. Bennett, id. ; 6s. per 100. 

Manual of Devotions in Honour of Our Lady of Sor 
rows. Compiled by the Clergy at St. Patrick’s 
Soho. i8mo. is. ; cloth, red edges, is. 6d. 

St. Angela’s Manual : a Book of Devout Prayers and 
Exercises for Female Youth. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 
2s. ; calf, 3s. 6d. 

A New Year’s Gift to our Heavenly Father ; or, De- 
dication of the First Hours of the Year, Quarter, 
Month, or Week to God. 2d. ; cloth, 4d. 

Devotions for Mass. Very large type, 2d. 

Memorare Mass. By the Poor Clares of Kenmare, 2d. 

Fourteen Stations of the Holy Way of the Cross. By 
St. Liguori. Large type edition, id. 

Prayer for one’s Confessor, is. per 100. 

Litany of Resignation, is. per 100. 

Indulgenced Prayers for Souls in Purgatory, is. per 100. 

Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Angels. Rules, &c. 



is. per 100. 
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Novena to St Joseph. Translated by M. A. Mac- 
daniel. To which is added a Pastoral of the late 
Right Rev. Dr. Grant 32010. 4d. ; cloth, 6d. 

“ All seasons are fitting in which to make Novenas to St Joseph, 
for which reason this little work will be found very serviceable* at any 
time. 0 — Weekly Register . “ A useful little manual ; we recommend 

it cordially .” — Westminster Gazette. 

Devotions to St. Joseph, is. per 100. 

Devotion to St. Joseph as Patron of the Catholic 
Church. 2d. 

Intentions for Indulgences. 6d. per 100. 

Prayers for the Dying, is. per 100. 

Paroissien Romain. Various editions. Prices 8d., is., 
is. 6d., 2s. 6d., 3s. 6d., 4s., '4s. 6d., 5s., 6s., 7s., 
8s. 6d., 1 os. 6d. 

Manual of Prayer, Key of Heaven, Catholic Piety, 
Miniature Prayer Book. Size, 3^ inches by 2J, 
each, cloth, 6d. ; cape, is. ; imitation ivory rims 
and clasp, 2s. 6d. ; calf, 2s. 6d. ; morocco, 
with clasp, 3s . ; with] rims and clasp, 4s. 6d. ; 
with tuck, 4s. 6d. ; velvet, rims and clasp, 4s. ; 
Russia leather, 10s. 6d. ; ivory, 7s. 6d., 10s. 6<L, 
15s., 1 8s. The same books, with red border 
round pages, calf, 6s. 6d. ; morocco, with clasp, 
7s., or with tuck, 8s. 

Manual of Catholic Piety, ’’containing a selection of 
Fervent Prayers, Pious Reflections, and Solid In- 
structions, adapted to every State of Life. Green 
border edition. French mor., 3s. 6d. ; mor., 5s. 
Catholic Psalmist : or, Manual of Sacred Music, con- 
taining Vespers, Chants, Hymns, Litanies, &c., 
with the Gregorian Chants for High Mass, Holy 
Week, &c. Compiled by C. B. Lyons, 4s. 
Catholic Choir Manual : containing Vespers for all 
the Sundays and Festivals of the year, Hymns and 
Litanies, &c. Compiled by C. B. Lyons, is. 
Ordo Administrandi Sacramenta. Prior Park Edition. 
32mo. roan, is. 
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The Rosary for the Souls in Purgatory, with Indul- 
genced Prayer. 6d., gd. 9 is. and is. 6d. each. 
Medals separately, id. each, 9s. gross. Prayers 
separately, id. each, is. per 100. 

Church Hymns. By J. R. Digby-Beste, Esq. 6d. 

Rome, &c. 

Two Years in the Pontifical Zouaves. A Narrative of 
Travel, Experience, and Residence, in the Roman 
States. By Joseph Powell, Z.P. With Engra- 
vings by Sergeant Collingridge, Z.P. 8vo. 5s. 

“Will be read with attention and approval.” — Weekly Register. 
“ It affords us much pleasure, and deserves the notice of the Catholic 
public." — Tablet. “ Familiar names meet the eye on every page, 
and as few Catholic circles in either country have not had a friend or 
relative at one time or another serving in the Pontifical Zouaves, the 
history of the formation of the corps, of the gallant youths, their 
sufferings, and their troubles, will be valued as something more than 
a contribution to modem Roman history." — Freemans Journal. 
“ Highly interesting." — Catholic Opinion. “An interesting book, 
well got up.” — Month. “ Excellent.” — Dublin Review. 

Personal Recollections of Rome. By W. J. Jacob, 
Esq., late of the Pontifical Zouaves. 8vo. is. 6cL 

“An interesting description of the Eternal City.” — Tablet. “All 
will read it with pleasure, and many to their profit." — Register. 

The Rule of the Pope-King, Weighed by Facts and 
Figures. By the Rev. E. R. Martin. 6d. 

The Roman News-Letter, Jan. 8, to Aug. 16. is. 6d. 
The Crusader, the Official Organ of the League of 
St Sebastian. A journal devoted to the Restora- 
tion of the Temporal Power of the Pope. Pub- 
lished fortnightly, Jprice id. Yearly subscription, 
1 copy, 3s. 6d. ; 2 copies, 5s. 6d. ; 3 copies, 8s., 
payable in advance. 

The Victories of Rome. By the Rev. K. Digby- 
Beste, of the Oratory. 6d. 

The Years of Peter. A Poem. By an Ex-Papal 
Zouave. 6d. 

The Catechism of the Council. By a D.C.L. 2d. 
Which is Right : the Church’s Infallibility or Every- 
body’s. By W. J. M'Anliffe. 3d. 
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Defence of the Roman Church against Fr. Gratry. 
By Dom Gueranger. Translated by the V. Rev. 
Canon Woods, with a Preface by the V. Rev. 
Prior Vaughan, O.S.B. 6d. 

Tales and Poetry. 

Margarethe Verflassen. Translated from the German 
by Mrs. Smith Sligo. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. ; gilt, 3s. 6d. 
Chats about the Rosary ; or, Aunt Margaret’s Little 
Neighbours. By Skelton Yorke, author of 
“ Hilda.” Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

" This pretty book carries out a veiy good idea, much wanted, to 
impress upon people who do not read much, or upon those who 
cannot read at all, the vivid picture or story of each mystery of the 
Rosaiy. . . . The writer of this charming little volume knows how 
to speak to the imagination.” — Dublin Review. 

44 The style of the book is pleasing, and has a slightly allegorical 
tone. There is scarcely any devotion so calculated as the Rosary to 
keep up a taste for piety in little children, and we must be grateful 
for any help in applying its lessons to the daily life of those who 
already love it in their unconscious tribute to its value and beauty.” 
— Month. 14 We do not know of a better book for reading aloud to 
children, it will teach them to understand and to love the Rosary.” — 
Tablet . 44 A graceful little book, in fifteen chapters, on the Rosary, 

illustrative of each of the mysteries, and connecting each with the 
practice of some particular virtue.” — Catholic Opinion. 

The People’s Martyr, a Legend of Canterbury. 4s. 
Cloister Legends : or, Convents and Monasteries in 
the Olden Time. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 4s. 

" Deeply interesting and edifying.” — Weekly Register. 44 A charm- 
ing book of tales of the olden time.” — Catholic Opinion. 44 A 
charming volume." — Universe. “The stories are veiy well tokL° 
The Month. 

The Last of the Catholic O’Malleys. A Tale. By 
M. Taunton. i8mo. cloth, 2s. 

44 A sad and stirring tale, simply written, and sure to secure for 
itself readers." — Tablet. 44 Deeply interesting. It is well adapted 
for parochial and school libraries.” — Weekly Register. 44 A very 
pleasing tale.” — The Month. 

Keighley Hall and other Tales. By Elizabeth King . 
i8mo. 6d.; cloth, is . ; gilt, is. 6d. ; or, separately, 
Keighley Hall, Clouds and Sunshine, The Maltese 
Cross, 3d. each. 

44 Written by a loyal member of the true Church.”— Tablet. 
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Sir ASlfric and other Tales. By the Rev. G. Bamp- 
field. i8mo. 6d. ; cloth, is. ; gilt, is. 6d. 

“Beautifully and touchingly written.” — Tablet. 

Ned Rusheen ; or, Who Fired the First Shot ? By the 
Poor Clares of Kenmare. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

Adolphus ; or, the Good Son. i8mo. gilt, 6d. 

Nicholas ; or, the Reward of a Good Action. 6d. 

Nina and Pippo ; or, the Lost Children of Mount St 
Bernard. i8mo. gilt, 6d. 

A Broken Chain. An Episode of the French Revo- 
lution. i8mo. gilt, 6d. 

The Baker’s Boy, the Life of General Drouot ; or, the 
Results of Industry. i8mo. gilt, 6d. 

“All prettily got up, artistically illustrated, and pleasantly-written. 

Better books for gifts and rewards we do not know.” — Weekly Re- 
gister. “ We can thoroughly recommend them.” — Tablet. 

Tales and Sketches. By Charles Fleet 8vo. cloth, 
2S. and 2s. 6d . ; cloth, gilt, 3s. 6d. 

“ Pleasingly-written, and containing some valuable hints. There 

is a good deal of nice feeling in these short stories.” — Tablet. 

4 4 Well written ; they will be found innocent as well as pleasant 

reading.” — Weekly Register. 

The Three Elizabeths. By A. M. Stewart. Crown 
8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. ; gilt edges. 4s. 6d. 

Alone in the World. By the above Author. Crown 
8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. and 4s. 6d. 

Shakespeare’s Plays. Abridged and Revised for the 
use of Schools. By Rosa Baughan. 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

Shakespeare’s Tragedies. Abridged and Revised for 
the use of Schools. By Rosa Baughan. 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

Poems. By H. N. Oxenham. Third Edition. 8vo.3s.6d. 

The Convent Prize Book. A Selection of Verses on 
the Festivals of the Church, Feasts of the Blessed 
Virgin, Festivals of the Principal Saints, and 
Miscellaneous Poems. By the author of “ Geral- 
dine.” Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. ; gilt, 3s. 6d. 

An Epitome of the Fall, Redemption, and Exaltation 
of Man. Cloth, 6d. and is. 
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Lord Dacre of Gilsland. A Tale of England in the 
days of Queen Elizabeth. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

Educational. 

History of Modem Europe. With a Preface by the 
Right Rev. Dr. Weathers. i2mo. cloth, 5s.; 
gilt, 6s. ; roan, 5s. 6d. 

“ A work of especial importance for the way in which it deals with 
the early part of the present Pontificate ." — Weekly Register , Oct 
19th, 1872. 

A Chronological Sketch of the Kings of England from 
the Conquest to the Present Reign ; and the 
Kings of France, from the Accession of Hugh 
Capet to the Present Time. With Anecdotes for 
the use of Children. By H. M.L. Cr. 8vo. 2s. 6d.; 
or separately, England, is. 6d., France, is. 6d. 

" r 11 Admirably adapted for teaching young children the elements of 
English and French history.” — Tablet. “ A very useful little pub- 
lication.” — Weekly Register. “An admirably arranged little work 
for the use of children. — Universe. 

General Questions in History, Chronology, Geogra- 
phy, the Arts, &c. By A. M. Stewart. 4s. 6d. 

“To parents and teachers, we most warmly recommend it, as a 
safe and instructive book to be placed in the hands of the young.'* — 
Belfast Northern. Star. 

Catechism of the History of England. By Ellen Chap- 
man. Cloth, is. 

Lingard’s History of England. 10 vols. Cloth, 2 is. cash. 
History of England. By W. Mylius. i2mo. 3s. 6d. 
The Illustrated History of Ireland. By the Nun of 

Kenmare. Illustrated by Doyle. 8vo. 10s.; gilt, 11s. 
The Patriots’ History of Ireland. By the Poor Clares 
of Kenmare. i8mo. cloth, 2s. ; cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. 
History of Ireland. By T. Young. i8mo. cloth, 2 s. 6d. 
Bell’s Modem Reader and Speaker ; a Selection of 
Poetry and Prose from the Writings of Eminen t 
Authors, preceded by the Principles of Elocution. 
i2mo. cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Une Corbeille des Fleurs. i2mo. cloth, 2s. 
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The Catholic Alphabet of Scripture Subjects. Price, 
on a sheet, plain, is. ; coloured, 2s. ; mounted 
on linen, to fold in a case, 3s. 6d. ; varnished, on 
linen, on rollers, 4s. 

r “This will be hailed with joy by all young children in Catholic 
schools, and we should gladly see it placed conspicuously before the 
eyes of our little ones.” — Catholic Opinion . 4 * Will be very welcome 

in the infant school.” — Weekly Register. 

An Abridgment of Ecclesiastical History^ In Ques- 
tion and Answer. 32mo. cloth, 9d. 

Extracts from the Fathers and other Writers of the 
Church. i2mo. cloth, 4s. 6d. 

Poor School Committee Reading Books. Primer, 
1 Jd. ; Book I., 2d. ; II., s<L ; III., 8d. ; IV., is. 
Standard Series. Primer, 4d. I., 6d. ; II., 7d. ; 

111., iod. ; IV., is.; V. and VI., is. 4d. 
Religious Reading Books. 1. for Standards I. and 

11., 9d. ; 2. for Standards III. and IV., iod. ; 
3. for Standards V. and VI., is. 6d. 

The Irish Board Reading Books. I., |d. nett; II., 
4d. ; Sequel I., 4d. ; Sequel II., 4S. ; III., 8d. ; 
IV., 9d. ; V., 9d. Arithmetic, 4d., larger, 9d. ; 
Grammar, 4d. ; Geography, 4d. ; Book-Keeping, 6d. 
Christian Brother’s Reading Books. 1st, 3d. ; 2nd, 
8d. ; 3rd, is. 6d. ; 4th, 2s. Historical Class 
Book, 3s. 1st Spelling, 4d. ; 2nd, is. 1st Geo- 
graphy, 4d. ; 2nd, 9d. ; 3rd, 3s. 1st Gram- 
mar, 4d. ; 2nd, 9d. Arithmetic, is. 4d. 
Chambers', Grayston and Birkby's, and any othei 
Standard Books supplied. See School Catalogue. 
Brickley's Standard Table Book, £d. 

Washboume’s Multiplication Table on a sheet, 3s. 

per 100. Specimen sent for id. stamp. 

Irish Varieties. By J. Gaskin. Illustrated with 
Chromo-Lithographs. Crown 8vo. cloth, 6s. 

The Crucifixion. Coloured, on black ground. Size 
20 in. by 27 in. Price 2s. 
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On the Spirit in which Scientific Studies should be 
pursued, with Remarks on the Darwinian Theory 
of Evolution. By Mr. George Richardson. 8vo. 6d. 
Music. 

Mass of the Holy Child Jesus, and Ave Maria for 
unison} and congregational singing, with organ 
accompaniment, composed for the Church of the 
Oratory. By W. Schulthes. 6s. for 3s., with allow- 
ance for numbers to choirs. 

The Vocal Part may be had separately, in i8mo., 
at 4d. each, or 22s. 6d. cash per 100 ; or bound 
in cloth, at 6d. each, or 33s. 6d. cash per 100. 

“A mass both useful and pleasing. The music is quite in the 
modern idiom, and tinged with the individuality of the talented com- 
poser.” — Weekly Register . . 

The Ave Maria of this Mass can be had for Four 
Voices, with thelngressusAngelus. 2s.6d.for is.3d. 
Ne projicias me a facie Tua. Motett for Four Voices. 
(T.B.) By Wilhelm Schulthes. 2s. 6d. for is. 3d. 

' * A very effective offertory. The sudden change from the key of 
E minor to that of E major is very telling. The piece contains 
some grand harmonies, and is very singable and melodious.” — 
Weekly Register. “ This is a really solid, as well as beautiful com- 
position, and worthy of the pen of its well-known and talented com- 
poser. We recommend it as an Offertory piece suitable for Peniten- 
tial Seasons in churches where men’s voices alone are employed.” — 
Tablet. 

Recordare. Oratio Jeremias Prophetae. By W. 

Schulthes. 2s. for is. 

Six Litany Chants. By F. Leslie. 6d. 

Eighteen Litany Charts, for four voices. By the Rev. 
J. M’Carthy. 2s. 6d. 



A separate Catalogue of FOREIGN Books, Educa- 
tional Books, Books for the Library or for 
Prizes, supplied ; also a Catalogue of School 
and General Stationery, a Catalogue of Second- 
hand Books, and a Catalogue of Crucifixes and 
other Religious Articles. 



R. WASHBOURNE, 18, PATERNOSTER ROW. 
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